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It gives me an immense pleasure in presenting Agranika 2023, the
bilingual Annual College Magazine of Maharaja Agrasen College,
University of Delhi. Since its inception in 1994, the magazine
has presented multifaceted voices in imaginative and creative
manner by testifying to the wide array ot intellectual talents of
the teaching fraternity and student community of the MAC

Parivar.

The current academic year has focused our attention on
the theme, “Living in a Post-Pandemic World.” While several
deliberations on the pandemic have been undertaken in various
forums, the Agranika 2023 with its focused theme is outlined
by its cross-pollination with a wide variety of sub-themes, viz.,
memory and trauma; challenges/changes in Higher Education;
Gen Z: aspirations and opportunities; mapping the New World
Order: India’s rise in the global arena. The pandemic has certainly

transformed many aspects of our quotidian existence. Many
creative pieces as listed in Agranika 2023 have sought to examine
this changed global scenario from the prism of memories, newer
trajectories of academic practices, and the dreams and pittalls as
outcome of these changes. In verbalizing such diverse expressions
around the contemporary world, Agranika 2023 attempts to
unfold new possibilities in the changing milieu.

Amidst discussions about charting a new terrain in the
transforming world, Agranika 2023 registers a resounding success
of the MAC fraternity in its multivariant hues and shades.
Outlining various activities and events undertaken by different
societies and departments of the College in the last academic
session, Agranika 2023 has projected the pulsating and energetic
atmosphere prevalent in this College from both microscopic
and macroscopic perspectives. Whether it be the seamless
implementation of NEP syllabi like the inclusion ot multiple
VAC or SEC subjects or the organization ot Virasat — The Spic
Macay Chapter of the College with its celebration of divergent
cultural expressions of Indian heritage and tradition or the
celebration of life in all its triumphant colours via Extra-Curricular
Activities Committee of the College in collaboration with multiple

institutions like Art of Living Foundation, Vivekananda Kendra
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and UDAAN, or Yuvaan — The Annual Cultural Festival of the
college; the MAC Parivarhas continued to chart a dynamic cultural
kaleidoscope linking the past history with contemporary reality.
Alongside, the Inter-College Sports Event has also mapped an
environment where development of physical skills, team spirit,
and passion to compete and win was celebrated in the College
campus. The etforts of MAC-NSS society has further imparted
continuum by rejuvenating the students with a spirit of service
towards their society, state and nation. Moreover, the innovative
practices introduced by the Waste Management Committee to
reuse and recycle waste products has added another milestone

towards the creation of a sustainable world.

Agranika 2023 offers more than a glimpse of a collective spirit
working towards the building of a better, greater and sustainable
world. In its expression of talents, hard work, creative and
analytical minds, representation of joys in simple pleasures, and
basking in the glow of team spirit, energy and good cheer, this

magazine imparts new momentum to life.

I am sure that Agranika 2023 will be an enjoyable reading for
all.

I would also like to congratulate the Principal of the College,
Prof Sanjeev Kumar Tiwari, for leading the team of dedicated
faculty members, students and the administrative staff and

successfully bringing their common concerns through Agranika
2023.

Best Wishes
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It is with delight and pride that we bring to you Agranika 2023,
the annual bilingual magazine of Maharaja Agrasen College.
Agranika means ever-progressing, and as the name suggests, it
captures our ethos, as we adapt and evolve with changing times.
It is the fruit of the collective etforts ot students and faculty and
showcases their creative synergies in the form of poetry, articles,
short stories, opinion pieces and visual art. These reflect the
sensitivities of our students as they respond to the changing
ethos around them. This plattorm gives them an opportunity
to articulate and express their thoughts freely but responsibly,
keeping in mind consideration for diversities around them.

Furthermore, Agranika 2023 is a testimony to the achievements
of the departments and committees as they engage in efforts to
provide holistic and inclusive education. The college has been
abuzz with both co and extra-curricular activities the whole year

as is evident in the reports. The various competitions and events
organised have not only given students a chance to hone their Prof. Sanjeev K. Tiwari
skills but also enriched their growth both physical and mental. Principal (Offg.)

It has given them a forum to showcase their unique individual

talents and contribute to the creative environment nurtured and

tostered by the college.
This year marked enhancement in blended pedagogy with

proactive use of smart classrooms and MAC eLearning platform.
National conferences and the 6th National Student academic
congress stimulated research and innovation. Add on courses
provided additional skills to prepare students for the job market
and entrepreneurship. The National Service Scheme volunteers
have evolved as responsible citizenry and NCC cadets have
worked continuously in the service of both the college and society.
The Extra Curricular societies and Sports committee have been
engaged all year round to organize events and competitions. A
special mention is due for the efforts made to set processes to
segregate and manage waste leading to the college being declared
as a zero-waste campus by the MCD Shahdara, South Zone. All
these efforts were recognized in our accreditation by several
agencies. NAAC accorded grade ‘A" with an improved score of
3.14 and NIRF ranked the college amongst the top fifty in the
country. All of this is reflected in Agranika 2023 as it archives

several milestones achieved this year.

I congratulate the editorial team and students who have
contributed to the publication of this edition and am sure this is a

worthwhile addition to the legacy of the college.

©
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It gives me immense pleasure to write the foreword for the latest edition

of ‘Agranika 2023" College Magazine. As we commence a new academic
year, we anticipate the opportunities and challenges that await us.

Undoubtedly, the COVID-19 pandemic has had an unprecedented
impact on the world, causing a paradigm shift in the way we live,
work, and interact with one another. As we gradually overcome the
pandemic, we confront novel questions and obstacles and imagine a
different future.

This year's edition of the college magazine, themed "Living in a

Post-Pandemic World," reflects on the ways in which the pandemic has
transformed us and the possibilities that lie ahead. It serves as evidence

it cchika J N of our collective strength and resilience, and the remarkable innovations
. e S and adaptations that emerged in response to the crisis.

s B e Inside the magazine's pages, you will discover a plethora of

Department of Electronics narratives, insights, and perspectives that capture the intricacies of

existing in a post-pandemic world. From personal reflections to academic
analysis, this publication provides a glimpse into the challenges and
opportunities that lie ahead.

I am honored to introduce this year's college magazine, and I hope
it will stimulate you to ponder profoundly about the future we aspire to
create and the kind of world we want to build for curselves and future
generations.

This year's magazine is a tribute to the students and faculty of
Maharaja Agrasen College who worked hard and devotedly. You will
find a wealth of knowledge, creativity, and insight within its pages,
reflecting the varied interests and passions of our community. The
articles, stories, and poems in this magazine represent the intellectual
curiosity and creativity that characterizes our college. They span a
broad range of topics, from science and technology to literature, history,
and current events, demonstrating the vibrancy and diversity of our
academic community.

I would like to extend my gratitude to the editorial team and all
those who contributed to this magazine. Your hard work and dedication
have brought this publication to fruition, and I am proud to be part
of a community that values creativity, curiosity, and intellectual rigor
I am gratetful to our Principal, Prof. Sanjeev K. Tiwari and Chairman,
Prof. Sunil K. Choudhary for their constant support and guidance
during the publication of this magazine.

I hope you enjoy reading this magazine and that it inspires you to
explore new ideas and perspectives. Thank you for your support, and
I wish you all a productive and fulfilling academic year.

Sincerely

AGRANIKA 2023 e——— o



It was 2020 when the world came to a stand-still because of a pandemic
that took everyone by surprise. Three years later, the hide and seek with
Corona continues, but our lives have resumed, albeit still under its shadow.
It has been more than a year since Delhi University too reopened and
classes resumed in the ‘offline” mode rather than the ‘online’ mode; these
terms themselves leading the new lexicon that has emerged in the wake
of the pandemic.As life appears to progress towards a sense of normalcy,
and at times even deluded by it, it is imperative that the entire student and
teacher community continues to engage with, and process the cataclysmic
upheaval as one has experienced in the past three years. The despair and
ennui of the darkest days of the lockdown, the traumatic loss of near and
dear ones, the absence of hope of ever returning to a ‘normal’ existence,
has truly embodied what the French writer Albert Camus refers to as the
‘absurd’.

It is with this intent that Agranika 2023 has sought to tap the young
minds, to provide a platform for expression and recording of thoughts
and experiences through its umbrella theme, ‘Living in a Post-Pandemic
World’, with its sub-themes on memory and trauma, challenges in higher
education, Gen Z and its aspirations and opportunities, and India’s place
in the new world order. The response has been overwhelming, our student
contributors displaying wisdom and maturity which they have acquired

over a testing period. As they try to make sense of the trauma, what is
heartening in their writings is also a positive approach that looks forward
to create a better world. Our students are our future, and it is assuring to
see a strong sense of ethics and values that reflect in their thought processes.
They have shown remarkable resilience and adaptability, and are now the
drivers who shall be mapping out the new world order that lies ahead.

Throbbing, pulsating life lies at the centre of our students’ creative
pieces, as also in the reports that document their activities through the
various units and components of the college. College, this last year, has Mr. Aditya Premdeep

been the place where the young have re-discovered the joys of existence, (Co-Editor)
the pleasurable company of their peers, the exhilaration of excelling in Assistant Professor,
competition, and the warm affection and encouragement of their teachers. Dept. of English

The past year has also been a year of irreparable losses, with the sudden
demise of two of our most valued colleagues, Prof. Prem Kumari Srivastava
of the Department of English and Dr. Anshul Taneja of the Department
of Business Economics. Prof. Prem was also a member of the founding team
of Agranika 1996, as well as its first English Editor. In her editorial capacity,
she played an instrumental role in giving the name, shape and direction
to Agranika as we have it today. Her legacy is invaluable, and it shall
continue to illumine the path for all colleagues.

We thank all members of the Magazine Committee, ably led by its

convenor, Dr. Geetika Jain Saxena for the teamwork and support in putting
this section and the magazine together.

We hope you enjoy reading the prize-winning entries and the selections
in the English section as much as we have enjoyed curating them.

©
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Faith in all forms defines us, in imparting education and nurturing minds making
them stronger than before.

We at Maharaja Agrasen College believe in creating best opportunities
for teaching-learning approach to imbibe learning and defining perfor-
mance. In our institution by imparting knowledge we explore recent
innovative and technical pedagogies. Our college has excelled in almost
every field andhas successfully earned grade 'A’ in the NAAC grading for

our overall excellence.

Pandemic days, the time of losing our loved ones and saving rest of them,
taught us the lessons to become fighters in the most adverse circumstances.
We all were stuck inside our homes, isolated, still managing to execute our
institutional and official responsibilities. Technological boom and multiple

new applications brought learning to our rooms.

Our college being one of the Covid health centres, could successfully
cater medical services and helped in making arrangements transforming
itself to an isolation centre. We were united in this fight against virus
and MAC worked on providing a favourable online teaching-learning
environment by designing and developing the online learning portal,
organising faculty development programs, workshops, seminars and
webinars to the students across disciplines.

Many other Cells and Centres created more educational and research
opportunities for the students even during the difficult pandemic days.




MAC has been nurturing the creativity and potential of its students
by allowing them to express and explore themselves to latest innovative
techniques. Supporting this, our faculty religiously inculcates the values
of uprightness, hard-work, sincerity and diligence amongst its students.
The college is sensitive towards weaker sections of society andhas always
created equal opportunities for all students

We allowed students to share narratives of pain, and gave suggestions
to help them. Our engagement with students during online lectures helped
them to feel motivated emotionally as well directing them withhealth
related lectures and webinars to create more awareness of safety measures.
We lost some and we saved many.

Our institution kept the focus on not enly teaching-learning techniques,
but MAC successfully conjoined mental health, emotional upliftment with
moral learning during these online classes.

In MAC, we continued with a blend of imparting knowledge and
making way for the creativity of students lining up with the intellectual
richness of faculties. We are proud of our Alumni, most of them have
accomplished remarkable positions in various fields successfully.

The college magazine Agranika, justifying its meaning bestows us
with the responsibility of carrying this crown and stay always a step
forward in chasing our most tough dreams blending them with hard
work. The first issue of Agranika in 1994 led to the successful publication
of celebrating 25th edition of Agranika in 2019. In the 29th Year of
Maharaja Agrasen College as one of the most reputed Delhi University
college, we proudly celebrate the Centenary Year of Delhi University!

We learnt our lessons and taught many to the young learners. Every
year we celebrate more of what we still continue dreaming in carving
futures of many in the campus of Maharaja Agrasen College.

This issue of Agranika 2023 under the theme of ‘Living in a Post-
Pandemic World will create a path to travel with our creative young minds
while they narrate their emotional journeys while encompassing pain and
coming victorious and celebrate being alive. We miss all and everyone we
lost and this issue whole heartedly is dedicated to all of them.

The institution is a staunch believer that the path to individual and
collective growth lies in its capability to adapt and accept changes as
opportunities for future achievements.

We aim nothing less than being the best and shall continue in its
spirit to scale greater heights in the coming years!
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ANNUAL ACTIVITIES uGTWITIES

The Annual Activity Committee organises the Orientation Day, Vivekananda Memorial Lecture, Sardar Patel
Memorial Lecture, Constitution Day, Annual Day and Maharaja Agrasen Jayanti. The Committee renders
valuable contribution to the teaching-learning process not only by initiating the students into College life
through the Orientation Day but also acquainting them with the values of Swami Vivekananda, Sardar Patel
and the Indian Constitution. The objective of the Committee is to inculcate a sense of academic excellence,
social and constitutional responsibility and a zeal for nation building in students.

Maharaja Agrasen Jayanti celebrations were held in the College on 26 September 2022. This event was
graced by the Chief Guest, Dr. Vikas Gupta (Registrar, University of Delhi) and the Special Guest, Shri Rohan
Rai (Deputy Registrar, University of Delhi).The Guest of Honour was Shri Himanshu Gupta (IAS, Director
of Education). His presence added an unforgettable sparkle and charm to this occasion. During the event a
short film on the life of Maharaja Agrasen was broadcast which recollected the values that Maharaja Agrasen
embodied. The dignitaries emphasized on the importance of holistic education and appreciated the efforts
of Maharaja Agrasen College and its functionaries in building a system of inclusive learning and personality
development.

Orientation Day programme is organized on the first day of the new semester for the first-year students.
This year Orientation Day was organised on 09 November 2022. This Programme is held to acquaint the first-
year students about their chosen respective courses in detail along with their different pedagogical systems.
The students are apprised about different committees of the College during the orientation. The auditorium is
full of new faces with fresh zeal and spark. A PowerPoint is shown introducing the college, its infrastructure
as well as different facilities being available for the benefit of the students in the college.

A commemoration of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel is held annually at Maharaja Agrasen College on his
birthday, 31 October (known as Rashtriya Ekta Diwas/ National Unity Day) through Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel
Memorial Lecture. This year it was organised on 15 November 2022, where Prof. Shri Prakash Singh, Director,
South Campus, University of Delhi was the eminent speaker on this occasion.

Constitution Day was celebrated on 30 November 2022. Students were made aware about the importance
of this day through the Lecture of the Chief Guest- Prof. Satish Kumar (Faculty of Political Science, School of
Social Sciences, JNU). A pledge of constitution was read where the students took oath.

Swami Vivekananda's injunction to the youth to serve humanity and to value the rich and diverse culture

of our country is appreciated every year by Maharaja Agrasen College by organising Swami Vivekanand
Memorial Lecture. This event was organized this year on 16 January 2023 to imbibe the principles of Swami
Vivekanand in everyday life. Prof. Kuldeep Chand Agnihotri (ex-VC, University of Himachal Pradesh) and
Sh. Shyam Kishor Sahay (Editor, Sansad TV) marked the event with their learned thoughts as the Chief Guest




Yuvaan 2023

Yuvaan, the annual cultural festival of Maharaja Agrasen College was organised between 27-29 March 2023
by Team ECA. All the 13 societies, namely, Nataraj the dance sodety, Samayantar the theatre society, Meraki
the English theatre sodety, Abhinay the street play sodety, Qissa the film making & photography sodiety,
Septune the music society, Vivekananda Study Circle, Markos the marketing society, The North East society,
Inquizitive the quiz society, Chakraview the debating society, Srijan the arts & crafts sodiety, Anchoring Pool
steered by the Cultural Councdil came together to organise the three-day long extravaganza of inter-college
competitions. The ECA Committee supervised the efforts of the students. Yuvaan 2023 was unique because it
organized some of its competitions in collaboration with international and national level organizations like
Art of Living Foundation, Vivekananda Kendra and UDAAN. It got good media coverage and publicity due
to its partnership with DU Circuit Updates, DU Online Campus, DU Club, Ensemble, DU India, Navyuvak
Delhi, Delhi University Offical, Evepaper, DU fest Update and special associateship with Dainik Jagaran, the
Hindi daily.

The inaugural ceremony was attended by Prof. Balaram Pani, Dean of Colleges, University of Delhi as the
Chief Guest. The Guest of Honour was Prof. Satish Awasthi, Treasurer Governing Body, Maharaja Agrasen
College. Prof. Sanjeev Kumar Tiwari, Principal said that the annual cultural fest, Yuvaan helps in students to
showcase their talent and develop their skills. The inaugural also saw a mesmerising Kathakali performance
by Gokul C. R, final year student of B.A Program. The welcome address was delivered by Ms. Shilpa Gupta
and the vote of thanks was delivered by Mr Sudhir Kumar Rinten. The dignitaries also visited Silver Lining
exhibition by Srijan the art and craft society.

The first day of Yuvaan had “Remember your Home?”, the quiz competition by North East sodiety in which
Garvit Kaushal and Vivek Mavi were the winners. Aamad, Solo Classical dance competition had Deepshikha
Upreti in first position, while Vaibhav Kumar achieved the second position. The face painting competition was
won by Purvi and the second position was grabbed by Sunita. Deen Dayal Upadhyay College won the Hindi
theatre play competition for their play "Ek Sapne ki Maut” in Drishyantar, the Hindi theatre competition.
Other than these, Tarkshakti, the Hindi debate competition, IPL auction quiz, Life Size Game were the other
events that were organised on the first day of the fest.
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The second day of Yuvaan was even more special
because Hiraeth, the Hindi and English slam poetry
competition in collaboration with UDAAN and Yuj,
the yoga competition in collaboration with Art of
Living were held. Another special attraction of the day
was the folk dance competition, Dharohar. Maitreyi
College and the Venkateshwara College won the first
and second position respectively. The North East
specific solo song competition “Echoes of the Hills”
also generated a large and keen audience. Other
competitions of the day were Asadharan Quiz, Market
Your Wits, Karwan, Swaragi and G Sharp, Still Life
Making Competition and Best out of Waste.

The enthusiasm and energy escalated on the
third day of Yuvaan. Geetha, the Gita Shloka
recitation competition organised in collaboration with
VivekanandaKendra, Aaina, the street play competition
and Xuberence, the western dance competition, Meraki,
the English theatre competition were the highlights of
the day. Around 21 teams and 270 participants from
various colleges like Sri Venkateshwara College, Hindi
college, Motilal Nehru College, Ramanujan College,
etc participated in the one minute short filmmaking competition, Maya. The competition was also organized.
Yuvaan 2023 culminated with a zestful DJ Evening wherein students and all staff members celebrated the
team spirit that each one showed during the three day gala.

Yuvaan 2023 had several high points apart from the organisation of the cultural competitions. Firstly,
during the three days of Yuvaan a minimal amount of plastic was used to support the efforts of the Waste
Management Team, led by Ms Puneeta Agrawal. During the fest days all the gifts presented to the judges and
participants were made up of e-waste materials. The changing habits of the students were noticed during these
days as they became even more cautious about segregating waste, reusing waste material and avoiding one
time use plastic. The other noticeable aspect was the enthusiastic participation from the students in putting up
stalls of various types, like one of bakery items, one of home-made ice cream and one of soft drinks. UDAAN
also set up a stall to create awareness about its endeavours and a Delhi street food stall.

Yuvaan 2023 was a grand success with about 1700 about participants from various established colleges
and educational institutions from the Delhi and NCR regions.

AGRANIKA 2023
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VirasaT 2023

Celebration of the Culture and Heritage of India

SPIC MACAY Maharaja Agrasen College Chapter
organised a performance by by Pt Nityanand
Haldipur Ji on 25th January 2023. The students
witnessed a melodious Flute Concert accompanied
by Pt. Vinod Lele on tabla and Subal Sabyasachi on

tanpura.

Organized by the SPIC MACAY Maharaja
Agrasen Chapter, the event marked the beginning
by Lighting of the lamp and rendition of Saraswati
Vandhana. The event was further enhanced by a
soul-tulfilling performance by the artists, leaving the
audience spellbound. The audience was in awe upon
seeing the talent of the artists and how beautifully
and effortlessly they played the flute.

On 21st March 2023 SPIC MACAY MAHARAJA
AGRASEN COLLEGE CHAPTER commenced the
inaugural ceremony of Annual Festival VIRASAT 23
with mesmerizing Kathak Recital by a very eminent
artiste Pt. Rajendra Gangani ji.

Pt. Rajendra Gangani ji is one of the leading
exponents of the Jaipur Gharana style of Kathak. The
audience admired his engaging performance with

standing ovation.

On March 22, 2023, the sons of Padmashree and
Sangeet Natak Academy awardee Pt Rajan and Sajan
Mishra were invited. Pt. Ritesh and Rajnish Mishra
ji duo spellbound the audience with their melodious
performance. The artists began the concert with Raag
Desi, where in its arohana (accent) only five notes are
used, whereas in the avarohana (descent) all seven
notes are used, and ended with a beautiful melody
for Maa Saraswati, with the audience singing along.

The audience were full of appreciation to hear
brilliant voices of Pt. Ritesh Ji and Rajnish Ji. The
artists also emphasised the need to connect with

Hindustani music and Indian culture and recognised the work and efforts of SPIC MACAY in enabling youth
to learn more about Indian culture. Also, they interacted with the audience by answering their questions.

On March 23, 2023, The society had organised a movie screening of “Modern Times”, a film by Charlie

Chaplin released in 1936.

&
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The event began with an informative presentation by resource person, professor and Film maker Vinod
Verma. He discussed the characters, plot, cinematography, editing, and so on of the movie. During his
presentation, he also emphasised the importance of films and how they shape our society, as well as how the
cinema influences society. Not only that, he also shared that one can understand a movie better by knowing
its history and the process of creating it. The event was further enhanced by the screening ot the movie, which
was thoroughly enjoyed by the audience and filled the room with chuckles and laughter.

After the end of the movie, a round of questions and answers were taken with the professor, which
was further followed by a discussion about the movie and the issue it addressed, such as the increase in
unemployment due to technological advancement. Audiences were enlightened by some interesting facts
about the movie, such as the fact that even though the era of silent movies ended before this movie was
released, Montage ( a way of editing) was also developed with this movie.

Rajasthani Folk Concert a Rajasthani Folk performance by Anwar Khan ji, Zakir Khan ji, Mousin Khan a
14 year old son of Anwar ji on vocals. He carried all the attention of the audience once he started to sing. The
artists recognised the work and etfort made by SPIC MACAY and emphasised the need for connecting youth
with rich cultural heritage of India . The artists set the stage with numerous songs, including Chaudhray and
Kehna Galt Galt and many more. During the concert, they alse enlightened the audience with some interesting
facts about the instruments played in Rajasthani folk . The artists distinctively mentioned that the oftline mode
of performance of 2023 is far better than that of online mode in 2021.
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On 26th March, 2023 SPIC MACAY Maharaja Agrasen College Chapter conducted heritage walk as the
fifth event of VIRASAT 2023. Ms. Aradhana Sinha, accepted to guide the students as the historian for Haus
Khas Fort.

She told that Hauz khas Fort was actually a madrasa where students were educated and lived. The
monument has hostel dorms with proper ventilation _—
which depicts how smartly it was built. A token of '
love was presented to the historian Ms. Aradhana
Sinhaji.

The society and the college also extend a hearttelt
thanks to the artists for performing at VIRASAT 2023
and making it phenomenal with their magnificent
voices and incredible talents.

The VIRASAT series successfully provided the
opportunity for our younger generation to reunite
with our Indian culture. The festival series of

VIRASAT 2023 was a grand success.
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MAC | DEPARTMENT OF
DEPARTMENTS | 1 B joINESS EcoNOMIcCS

TR R

Sitting: (from Left to right) The Department of Business Economics organised a seminar on 22nd
Ms. Sonia Sachdeva, Dr. September 2022 on the subject “Capital Markets: Trading and Technology”
Vijeta Pundir, Prof. Sanjeev to provide a comprehensive understanding of working of Capital Markets.
K. Tiwari (Principal), The resource person, Prof. Anoop Pant associated with Sharda University —
Dr. Pratibha Rai, Dr. Sultan School of Business Studies very eloquently explained the students the need
Singh, Ms. Preeti Goel for capital investments by every individual aspiring tor wealth creation. The

various mechanisms of investment and the adoption of newer technologies
like Artificial Intelligence adopted in the stock markets was detailed by
him. The success stories of investors and their failures were discussed in
the interactive session. The students found the session very informative
especially the fundamental analysis side of stock markets. How economics
and markets go hand in hand in the long run was the takeaway from the
seminar.

IInd workshop on Philosophy of Wealth creation was organized on 3rd
February 2023. The resource person was Harsh
Goela, a Stock Market Investor, Entrepreneur,
Mentor, and Public Speaker. He is one of the
youngest trainers on behalt of the Bombay Stock
Exchange and the National Stock Exchange. It

received a whopping participation.

Many students of the Department participated
in the intercollege competitions- individual and
team and events and won positions and trophies.
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Name College Event Award/Position Date
Sri Guru Gobind
Krish Vats Singh College of Charades Court Winner - Ist prize | 16th February
Commerce
Krish Vats Aryabhatta College | Hedge the Market | 2nd position 8th November
Tilak Periwal Sri Guru Gobind
Kartik Singh Singh College of VAKTAVYA-2023 | Best team 2nd February
Prasheen Singh Comunerce
Aakash Kumar itg::)hatta— Roster Chess Winner 23rd February
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Sitting: (from Left to right)
Dr. Vinod K. Yadav, Prof.
Deepa Sharma, Prof. Abha
Mittal, Dr. Neetu Bala, Prof.
Sanjeev K. Tiwari (Principal),
Dr. Soma Garg, Ms. Puneeta
Agrawal, Dr. Sheetal
Sachdeva.

Standing: (from Left to right)
Ms. Arti Nagar, Ms. Ekanshi
Gupta, Mr. Amit Kumar,

Dr. Alok Puranik, Prof. Rajat
K. Sant. Dr. Arun Julka,

Mpr. Virendra K. Tomar, Mr.
Praveen Kumar, Ms. Priyanka
Katyal, Prof. Mona Kansal,
Dr. Neha Kuhar.

DEPARTMENT OF
COMMERCE

The Commerce Department of Maharaja Agrasen College is one of the
largest and most active departments. The Department strives to achieve
excellence by instilling academic innovation, and social and ethical values
in students needed to meet the varying demands of the entrepreneurial,
educational, and corporate world.

Within the department, the '"MAC Commerce Society’, a body of high-
spirited students, is an association that endeavours to organize a plethora
of insightful and erudite events with utmost zeal and exuberance. It aims
at creating a conducive environment for the students to understand and
apply what they learn. With the constant support of the Teacher-In-Charge,
they successfully conducted workshops and interactive sessions on
dynamic and modern-day topics such as ‘Entrepreneurship and Economic
Development’. It was held on 8th July 2022 by Prof. Ashish Chandra
(Department of Commerce, Delhi School of Economics, University of Delhi).
The session provided a brief, yet clear, view of what entrepreneurship
entails and a thorough discussion about customer mindsets, illustrations
of companies, business strategies, and ideas that
made it big.

On 5th September 2022, Teacher's Day was
celebrated to honour the countless efforts of the
teachers. A session on ‘Mind Management’ was
conducted on 12th September 2022 by Professor
Ajay Kumar Singh, (Head and Dean, Department
of Commerce, Delhi School of Economics,

University of Delhi), where he gave his insights
about the art of mind management.
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Orientation Programme for the new batch of B.Com Honours students of the academic year 2022-2025
was organized on 3rd November 2022. The event introduced the curriculum, syllabus, events, programs, and
faculty to the youngsters, giving a glimpse of what the college has to offer them.

The department conducted its tirst Alumni Meet on 18th November 2022, with the gracious presence
of Mr. Atul Bhatia and Mr. Arpan Sharma, paving the way for an epic student-alumni discussion on one’s
‘Campus to Corporate’ journey.

The much-awaited Flagship Event: "CRICMAC Season 7" was carried on with 8 matches, conducted
between 27th January 2023 and 4th February 2023. Players were bided upon and the teams were formed
through an auction held on 17th January 2023. The event received exhilarating responses and participation
from the students of the college.

Last but not the least, an informative seminar was held on the topic “Stock Market and Trading” on 7th
February 2023 with CS K. Bareja (Former Prof. Shyam Lal College Eve., University of Delhi) giving a live,

practical and interactive speech about the versatility, risks, and returns of the stock market.

To sum up, the Department conducts a myriad of events throughout the year to inculcate values and
knowledge in its students. Through its persistent efforts, it aims to take the college experience and the quality
of education to greater heights.
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DEPARTMENT OF
ELECTRONICS

Sitting: (from Left to right) The Department of Electronic Science offers the four-year undergraduate
Dy. Chhavi Bhatnagar, B.Sc. (H) Electronics Science program. The B.Sc. (H) Electronics Science
Dr. Geetika J. Saxena, course is a part of Undergraduate Curriculum Framework 2022 which is
Dr. Amit Pundir, Prof. based on National Education Policy 2020. This course is designed to enhance
Sanjeev K. Tiwari (Principal), the students’ understanding of scientific principle sand to further develop
Prof. Praveen K. Pandey, their technical skills by hands-on designing and testing of electronic circuits
Dr. Vandana Kumari, and systems. The Department of Electronics organized its Department
Dr. Sachin Kumar Orientation Program on 9th November 2022 for first year students.

The TechTitans Society of Department of Electronics organized
Teacher’s Day on 5th September 2022. Department of Electronics organized
Hands-on-Workshop - ‘Basic Electronics Design: Step-By-Step Designing
and Building DC Power Supplies” on 31st January 2023.The workshop
was attended by 23 participants.

To enhance curricular and extra-curricular activities of its students, a
learning environment is built through academic clubs in the department.
The student’s society “TechTitans” was formed through an student election
held on 1st February 2023 for the academic
session 2022-23. Various student groups were
subsequently formed to organize the activities.

The TechTitans Society of Department of
Electronics organized extracurricular activity
‘Titanza-23" on 14th February 2023. The student
volunteers plamned, designed and executed
three events — Chess Titans: Human vs. Artificial
Intelligence, Speak Titans: Nanobots- Debate
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Competition and WEB Titans: WEB Designing
Competition under the supervision of Dr. Amit
Pundir, Dr. Sachin Kumar, Dr. Natasha and
Dr. Paramjeet Singh.

The students of Department of Electronics
participated in sports event organized by
Sports Committee and won the two prizes
in the Interdepartmental Basket Ball and
Interdepartmental Velley Ball during 10-16
February 2023.

The curricular and extra-curricular activities
aimed to establish an effective platform for students to share their ideas, real-time experiences and to motivate
teamwork. During Academic year 2022-23, the students and faculty members organized and participated in
the various programmes of the college.

TITANZA '23

Sad
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Sitting: (from Left to right)
Prof. Sangeeta Mittal,
Prof. Gitanjali Chawla,
Prof. Sanjeev K. Tiwari
(Principal),

Dr. Mona Sintha,

Dr. Anupama Jaidev

Standing: (from Left to right)
Mpr. Aditya Premdeep,

Mpr. Subodh Kr. Upadhyay
Ms. Nabanita Deka,

Ms. Indrani Das Gupta,

Ms. Shilpa Gupta,

Dr. Debosmita Paul

DEPARTMENT OF
ENGLISH

Department of English offers interdisciplinary courses to their students
of English (Hons.) as well as students from other programmes to engage
them with the study of literature, culture, language, communication,
public speaking, theatre, cinema, photography, graphic stories, visual
communication and critical approaches.

The vibrant and globally relevant courses are supported by activities
and events that help students build resources and networks on skill
development, creative expressions, presentation and public speaking skills
besides developing reading culture, academic writing and the power of
meaningful and focused speaking.

Post-Covid and Anchoring scattered academic times

Amid challenges of covid affected times and academic years and their
semesters in discordance, continuous efforts have been made during
2022-23 by the Department of English as a collective body and individual
teachers to bring back a sense of trust through teaching-learning and
extra-curricular activities possible to be organized
within limitations. English Department dedicates
this report to Late Prof. Prem Kumari Srivastava
who passed away on 12 Now. 2022. She will
always be remembered by her colleagues in MAC
and the Department of English.

Text & Films

Under Text & Films feature, a Film Screening &
Discussion on Alice Through The Looking Glass
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Faen Soreening & Discussion

Alice Through The
Looking Glass
Deptt. of English, MAC

preeen 5 pes

was organized by Prof. Gitanjali Chawla for students in the conference hall of College on 21st Sept 2022.

Inter-faculty Lecture;"ﬁr’\-’orkshop Series (IFLS) Workshop : Graphic Narratives / Stor}'boardingf
Storytelling

A workshop on Understanding visual storytelling and their story boarding was conducted on 27 September,
2022 by Vinod Verma on invitation from course coordinators Subodh Upadhayay and Aditya Premdeep. The
workshop aimed at disseminating skills of visual literacy, visual arts, visual narratives and their meaning and
interpretation.

English Department Orientation Day, 3rd Nowv. 2022: Entrance exam preparations Tips
from Alumnus:

Ms Mona, an English Hons Alumni, who did her post-graduation studies from Tata Institute of Social Sciences
(TISS) conducted on 28 July 22 an interactive session with English (Hons.) Students to guide them on the
subject how to do entrance exam preparations for further studies atter the Bachelors.

Film Screening: Screening of the television series Byomkesh Bakshi - Chiriaghar, directed by Basu
Chatterjee was conducted by Dr. Debosmita Paul on 26th and 27th September 22. Saradindu Bandopadhyay's
well known novella and series Byomkesh Bakshi - Chiriakhana, is part of the DSE paper Detective Literature
for BA Prog (LOCF) students. The screening on the two days were followed by interactive session where
students attempted to appreciate the television series and the

novella as separate works. They also attempted to understand the
nuances of the text as a post colonial detective fiction, understand
the myriad of characters in the text, thereby developing a deeper
interest in the genre of detective fiction.

Film screening: A recorded YouTube video of Mahesh
Dattani's play Tara produced by The Dramatics Society SRCC
was screened by Dr. Debosmita Paul for the BA (H) Multidiscip-
linary Course students on January 27, 23. The screening was
useful to help the students understand the nuances of modern
Indian threatre in terms of the use of space, lights and other
techniques adopted in threatre.

English Department students’ magazine "The Edges'
was revived after more than 12 years and was published on
6 December 2022 on the theme "Winter' by Dr Charu Arya as
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faculty editor and Vriti Jain, Riddhima and Akshita as student editors. The magazine published articles,
creative writings and other forms of expressions to create the culture of self-expression among students. It was
brought out both in hard-copy and electronic-copy form.

Film Screening for the Core Course Introduction to Literary Studies : Sem 1, BA English

Hons. 22-23
The film Pride and Prejudice (2005) Dir. Joe Wright

was screened in Smart Classroom (Room No 237) by
Department of English, Maharaja Agrasen College
(University of Delhi) between 10.30 am to 12.45 pm
ont 3rd January 23. The screening constituted part of
teaching methodology of the paper Introduction to
Literary Studies ( UGCF Sem 1 English Hons. ) designed
with objective to offer students a foundational understanding of the domain of literature, its genres, methods
of critique and its distinctive ability to influence and project social and cultural change. Jane Austen’s Pride

and Prejudice and dissemination of Narratology constitute the first unit of the syllabus. The film was screened
to create interface between the text and the theoretical component of narratology to expand the perspective of
learners to the introduction of literary studies.

Aditya Premdeep introduced students to the film and explained the context of screening . Vinod Verma
discussed the ditference between the art of novel writing and the art of film-making. He explained the
difference of the application of narratology from Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice to Joe Wright's Pride and
Prejudice based on Jane Austen’s novel. He illustrated from the film strategy of character development, set-
design to show historical time/ socio-economic development, dialogues/ belief system as key of characters’
motivation of conflicts and aspirations. In feedback session, students said they found the event entertaining,
educational, full of fun and a new chapter to their classroom experience.

WORKSHOPS : Visual Communication & Photography

The workshop was held by Vinod Verma on 12 January 2023 to impart skills to MAC students on how to
use smartphones for visual communication. The emphasis was laid on frames, grounds and composing for

storytelling through photography.

E— O
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MOON PHOTOGRAPHY NIGHT WORKSHOP
Inter-faculty Lecture Series, 2nd Lecture of 2022-23

Dr Mona Sinha presented a lecture on 20 February 2023, to first year honours students
on Abhijnana sakuntalam, as part of Inter- faculty Lecture Series. Her fascinating

lecture covered aspects on the background of Indian Classical literature, Sanskrit [Pt

. - . . ' i Phot
dramaturgy and Rasa theory, and deliberated on key thematic issues present in Kalidasa's v

classic play. It was a resounding success. Indrani Das Gupta coordinated the event.

Film-Screening for Literary Texts and Their Cinematic Adaptation

The movie Magbool was screened on 23 February 2023. The movie is an adaptation
of William Shakespeare's play Macbeth. The purpose of screening was to explore
and understand the similarities and dissimilarities between Shakespeare's Macbeth
and it's cinematic adaptation Magbool by Vishal Bhardwaj. The screening also
aimed to compare both the film and the play in terms of politics and power from
psychoanalytic perspective and to examine the close relationship between literature
and cinema by studying the points of contact of literary and cinematic praxis.

Dr. Subodh Upadhyay conducted and coordinated the event.
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DEPARTMENT OF
JOURNALISM

Sitting: (from Left to right)

Dr. K. Newme, Ms. Rachite The session of 2019-22 began with the induction of highly talented and
Kauldhar, Prof. Sanjeev K. enthusiastic students who joined the course not just to learn but also to
Tiwari (Principal), Mr. Sudhir refine their skills and showrcase their caliber. Despite the challenges vis-
K. Rinten, Mr. Vinay K. Rai. a-vis the COVID-19 pandemic, the teaching-learning process continued

relentlessly with the students making the most of every opportunity that
Standing: (from Left to right) =
Dy, Vivek Vishvas, Dr. Shruti

Goel, Mr. Yogeshwar Singh

came their way. The Department of Journalism organised a felicitation
ceremony of one of its students, Ms. Shinata Chauhan, for bagging the
position of 2nd runner-up at Femina Miss India 2022. The Department
of Journalism organized various Industry Interface programs including
a visit to ‘Museo Camera’ on 28 January 2023. It was an educational trip
that was primarily organized to enlighten the students about cameras and
photography. At the museum, students saw a plethora of exhibits, ranging
from the ancient cameras to the latest ones. Also, the students got to learn
about the emergence and history of photography in detail.

The Department of Journalism organised expert
lectures on various topics including ‘Data Journalism:
Concept & Objectives’ on 29 September 2022. Dipak Kumar
Dash, Senior Assistant Editor at ‘The Times of India” was
invited as the Expert Speaker who gave an overview of
data journalism and also enlightened the students about
& the scope and future prospects of the field in the media
- industry.

The Department also organised an industrial visit to

Sahara National TV News room on November 25 2022, The
visit was planned to provide the students with first-hand
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exposure to the TV News room, the assignment and the

output desk functioning and the MCR.

The Department of Journalism organized a Live
Project in collaboration with “Times Now Navbharat’ on
24 January 2023 in the college auditorium. The event was
held in order to give the students an experience of a ‘Live
Project’ in the media industry. Apart from the live project
in the college premises students were sent to the studio
of TV9 Bharatvarsh to get the experience of the in-house
programime recording.

It is indeed a matter of pride that numerous students
of the Department have excelled in different fields. Our
students of the past batch have joined industry in various
job roles in the organization like; ‘The Good Glam Group,
Amar Ujala, The Economic Times, world Football, Daink
Bhaskar, Book my College, Tech Story, Sports Times
24X7, Digital Khirki, Khel Now etc. not only in Industry
but many students of the department preferred to go for
higher studies in the Institutions like, St. Xavier's College,
Mumbai, Jamia Milia Islamia University, Delhi, Indian
Institute of Mass Communication (I[IMC), Delhi, Asian
College of Journalism, Chennai, IIMC, Jammu, London
College of Communication, University of Arts, London etc.

In a nutshell, the students of the Department are
performing exceptionally well in every field that they have joined. They continue and strive to make their
teachers, Department and college extremely proud.

@ AGRANIKA 2023



DEPARTMENT OF
PoLITICAL SCIENCE

Sitting: (from Left to right),

Ms. Shomila Warsi, The Department of Political Science began it new academic session 2022-
Dr. Niraj Kumar, Prof: 23 by x-velco_lrdn_g its new batch of students. The whole academic year was
Sanjeev K. Tiwari (Principal), very eventful for the Department. Student Faculty Meeting became a
Prof. Subhod Kumar, regular feature this year too as meetings were held in the beginning of
Dr. Sushmita Rajwar, the new semester to interact with students and inquire about their queries

and problems. Mentor-Mentee Meetings were also held regularly by the

Standing: (from Left to right) concerned faculty in order to discuss various problems of the students.
Dy. Pramod Kumar, #
M. Prabira Sethy The Department of Political Science in collaboration with Chanakya

Student Society held its Annual Academic Fest 21-22 April 2022. Various
events like poster-making, rangoli, face painting, extempore and be-the-
minister were organised by the students on political theme. The two day
fest was very eventful and provided ample opportunity for the department
students to participate in various activities.

The Department of Political Science, Student Society Chanakya
organised a Plantation Drive on 23rd July, 2022, by the students and
faculty of Department of Political Science. The students planted around 50
plant saplings in the college campus and pledged
to take care of these samplings. Through this
plantation drive, the students created awareness
on green environment initiative taken up by the
college and made sincere efforts to carry them
torward.

The Department also organised a Cleanliness
Drive on 27th July, 2022 by the students and
taculty of Department of Political Science. The
students and faculty utilised the day to clean their
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department room and all the classrooms of the department. The students created an awareness amongst other
students and taculty to keep their surroundings clean and maintain a healthy environment.

The Department also donated large number of paper waste on 17th August, 2022 to the Waste Management
Volunteers of the Waste Management Committee and made their contribution in the Waste Management
initiative of the college. The department is segregating their paper and plastic waste on a regular basis and
many department students are actively working as Waste Management Volunteers.

The students and the faculty also organised the Teachers’ Day celebration in collaboration with Centre
for Civic Education on 5th September, 2022. The faculty members talked about the values of a teacher and
the importance of the Teachers’ day. Some students also shared their thoughts on Teachers’ day and some self-
composed poetry on the relevance of teachers’ day.

Chanakya, the student society in collaboration with Vivekananda Study Circle also organised a Panel
Discussion on Swami Vivekananda and Youth on 13th September, 2022, Shri Nikhil Yadav, Yuva Pramukh,
Uttar Prant, Vivekananda Kendra Kanyakumari was the Chair and Panelist. Prof. Prem Kumari Srivastava,

Deptt. Of English, Maharaja Agrasen College and Dr. Ritu Kohli, Deptt. Of Political Science, Maharaja

Agrasen College were also the panelists in the discussion.

The Department of Political Science in collaboration with Centre for Civic Education also organised
Alumni Interaction & Guest Lecture on the topic “Constitutional Values and Fundamental Duties” by
Mzr. Shourie Anand Singh, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law, DU on 29th November, 2022. Mr. Shourie
discussed about the Constitution of India and talked about our fundamental duties in detail. The event was
followed by Alumni interaction where Mr. Shourie talked about his experience in the department as a student.
The students had various queries for Mr. Shourie and greatly benefitted through the interaction.

A Special Lecture on the topic “Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005” by Guest
Speaker Dr. Namita Vashishtha, Assistant Professor and Deputy Dean, Academic Affairs, Faculty of Law,
DU was also organised on 29th November, 2022. She talked about the Domestic Violence Act 2005 and gave
first hand information about various agencies and helplines established by the government for protection
against sexual violence. Sexual Harassment at Workplace was also discussed in detail and she highlighted
various shortcomings of the existing laws too. The lecture was highly informative for the students and faculty.
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DEPARTMENT OF
PHYSICAL SCIENCE
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during the whole session by conducting several programs and organizing
various activities for the benefit of the students.

Orientation Program

In the beginning of the academic session for first year
students in November 2023, the Comunittee organized
a Departmental Orientation program for the newly
admitted students. Faculty members of all the
departments within B.Sc. Physical Science introduced
their respective subjects to the students and explained
their importance and application in real life.

Lecture Series:

On 2nd February 2023,“Vigyanmanthan” the society
under the Department of B.Sc. Physical Science organized
its 6th lecture series. The series was inaugurated by our
esteemed Principal Prof. Sanjeev Kumar Tiwari and
attended by all the faculty members and students. About
100-110 students have attended it. The speakers spoke on
various aspects of developments currently taking place in
the field of science which the students should know for

.



pursuing their higher studies in future. A brief report of their respective talks is given below:

L. The first lecture was delivered by Professor Kirti Ranjan, Department of Physics and Astrophysics,
University of Delhi onthe topic “Large Hadron Collider: Unravelling the enigma of the Universe®.

II. Second lecture was delivered by Mr. Dhruv Govil, S5r Data Scientist, St Al consultant CEO and Founder
Pinaki IT Consultant Pvt Ltd on the topic “Cloud Computing”.

III. Finally, the third and last lecture was delivered by Dr. Rahisuddin, Associate Professor
Department of Chemistry, Jamia Milia Islamia University, on the topic “Coordination compounds
and their applications.

Scintilla

The Annual Cultural Meet of the B.Sc. Physical Science, known as “Scintilla”, was organised with lots
of fanfare on 3rd February 2023. The meet was an amalgamation of various activities such as Extempore
(Clash of Words), Science Quiz (Scino Factz), Marvel and EVS Quiz (Marvathlon), Web Designing
(Web War) and Fun Games (Fun Mania). Scintilla happens to be an open cultural meet that allows students
from all the ditferent departments of the college to participate in the competitions in the above-mentioned
events. Around 120-125 students participated in the event.

The students of B.Sc. Physical Science felicitated all the laboratory stafts— Mr. Pramod, Mr. Ashish,

Mz. Vinod and Mr. Barnabas Dung Dung without whom the grand event could not have become a success.

Annual Sports Meet
The Annual Sports Meet which included Basketball, Football, Cricket, Kabaddi, Volleyball etc. was another

major attraction organised in February 2023. Here also, the student participants from B.Sc. Physical Science
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did very well in all the events and received
accolades from faculty and public in general.

They bagged prizes in Kabaddi and Football as

Tunners up.

Workshop

MacStak, the Tech society of Department of
Computer Science, has organized a 5 Day long

Workshop on “Deep Learning using Python

with Statistics” from 31st October to 4th November 2022, in association with Pinaki IT Consultants Pvt. Ltd.
The workshop was organized for the students of B.Sc. Physical Science, B.5c. Mathematical Science and B.A.
Prog. Around 20 students got themselves registered and successfully completed the workshop. The objective
of the workshop was to make students aware of on the concept of “Deep Learning”. Deep learning is a machine
learning technique that teaches computers to do what comes naturally to humans.

Industrial Visits

A visit to National Physical Laboratory (NPL) was organised on 4th January 2023 on the occasion of their
76th foundation day ceremony by department of Chemistry. The NPL is a CSIR laboratory which maintains
standards of SI units in India and calibrates the national standards of weights and measures

An industrial visit to Argentor Silver Electroplating Workshop at Moti Nagar Industrial Area was
organized for the students of BSc Physical Science on 14th February 2023 to acquaint the students.

With the industrial processes in the field of electroplating. A group of 20 students were accompanied by
two faculty members, Dr. Vandana Soni and Dr. Ranvijai Ram.

A group of 50 students with three faculty members, Dr Vandna Soni, Dr Ranvijai Ram and Dr Krishan
Kumar and one Lab Assistant, Mr Ashish, visited Yamuna Biodiversity Park in Wazirabad on 9 th January
2023. The objective of the visit was to create awareness among students about different aspects of biodiversity,
environment, ecology and the rich flora and fauna of the park.
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DEPARTMENT OF
MATHEMATICS

Voting for selection of members of Ramanujan
Society-Departmental Society

The Department of Mathematics every year conducts an election for
selection of the student body for smooth working of the society. This year
election has been concluded for various posts of Ramanujan Society on 23
September 2022. As per the votes received the elected members of Ramanujan
Society are President- Harish Kumar (Third Year), Vice president- Ujala
Jaiswal (Second Year), Secretary-Abhijeet Singh (Second Year)

How To Handle Nss Unit Level Data Using SP55?

Ramanujan Society organized a Faculty Development Program on "How
to handle NSS unit level data using SPS5?" on 29 September 2022 at 11:00
a.m. The speaker was Dr. Manoj Jatav, Associate fellow, VVGNLL He has
profound knowledge in his tield. He explained and also performed practicals
to use SPSS for handling a huge amount of
data.The FDP was succeeded by a very fruitful

—

question answer session in which the speaker ? =808 YAD &=

R
'y

cleared all the doubts.

Orientation Day

The Ramanujan Society organized an orientation
program on 4 November 2022 at 10.00 a.m. in
physical mode for the first-year students. A
presentation regarding the department, course
structure and the departmental society was
presented by our respected teachers for better

w
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understanding ot the curriculum and working of the society. Orientation program was concluded by a query
session taken by the teachers and the student coordinators of Ramanujan Society. It turned out to be very
interactive and fruitful for the students of first year.

Teacher's Day
The students of Mathematical Sciences celebrated the Teacher's Day on 5th September 2022 to show their love
and respect towards their teachers. All the teachers were invited and welcomed by the students.

Ramanujan Quiz

Ramanujan quiz organized on the occasion of National Mathematics Day (22th December) in two rounds on
21 & 22th of December 2022 through online mode for undergraduate students. More than 350 participants
of different colleges from all over the country like IIT, NIT, IIM, IPU, BIT Sindri, BHU, USICT, HNBGU etc.
participated in the quiz. The following participants emerged as the winners

First prize : Hemlata (Maitrey College, DU), Second prize : Arpan (GGS, IPU), Third prize: Abhay
(Keshav Mahavidyalay, DU)

World of Prime Numbers

Ramanujan Society organized a seminar on the 'World Of Prime
Numbers' on 17 February 2023 at 2:00 p.m.

The speaker of the seminar was Dr. Shanta Laishram,
Professor of Mathematics, Indian Statistical Institute, Delhi. He
explained and shared so many theorems and facts about the
prime numbers. The seminar was succesfully organized with
the participation of more than 70 students.The seminar was
succeeded by a very fruitful question answer session.

Sports Day

The Department's football team got the first
rank on the Annual Sports day organized by
the Maharaja Agrasen College from 10-16
February 2023.

The credit goes to the team and our star
players:

First year players: Manish, Tarush,
Abhinav, Second year players: Sameer,
Arnav, Arya, Rishu, Third year players:
Siddharth, Devesh
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B.A. PROGRAMME

B.A. Programme {BA (Honours) Multidisciplinary} is a flexible, inter-
disciplinary and choice-based programme that allows students the choice
to study two main disciplines, one as a Major subject and one as a Minor
subject. It is unique in the sense that it permits students to diversify and also
specialise in the subject of their choice. It aims to prepare the stake holders
with intellect and skills necessary to lead a meaningful life. Along with
focusing on academics, B.A. Programme also aims to provide for holistic
development of the students via the Society “Lakshya”. About 700 students
are enrolled in BA Programme at Maharaja Agrasen College, University of
Delhi. Many co-curricular and extra curricular activities are organized by
the Lakshya sodety. Office bearers and members of Lakshya society took
their responsibility very enthusiastically and organized various activities.

A debate on "Digital Currency: The future of Global Economy”,
organized by the department of Economics saw huge and enthusiastic
participation. The department of History took students for a study-tour to
Fatehpur Sikri. The trip provided the much needed academic guidance to
students which drastically changed the way they look
at historical monuments.

The educational trip to Rangmanch Farms gave
students a chance to experience folk arts like kathputli
shows, folk music and songs, magic shows and many
other performances. They also got a chance to ride
horses, camels, carts and tractors.

Students are now looking forward to their annual
festival “Aagaz”, with a range of activities like Pot

making, traditional painting, music and dance
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competitions, Marketing competition, Logo designing, Story Writing and many others. The events are
organized under the experienced guidance of the BAP Committee members who motivate students to take
initiative and enhance their skills as organizers of different events and also as participants in not only the
festival of BA Programine course but also in festivals organized by other departments of the college.

Students of BA Programme showed exceptional performance in sports, like last year, winning team game
trophies for inter department Kabaddi matches tor both men and women and inter department basketball
matches for both men and women. Our students did us proud by winning many first positions and second

positions in individual track and field events also.

Department of History

Department of History was abuzz round the year in engaging its students in various curricular and co-
curricular activities. This academic year was challenging especially in view of the introduction of new
curriculum framework under New Education Policy. Accordingly, the department offered Major and Minor
papers in History as well as SEC on Sustainable Ecotourism and Entrepreneurship to the 1st year students.

The department organised one-day visit to Yamuna Biodiversity Park for the 3rd semester students who
had offered to study GE paper on Politics of Nature. The visit was very fruittul for the students in developing
an understanding about sustainable ecosystem and waste-land management. Dr. Faiyaz Khudsar, Scientist
In-charge, Yamuna Biodiversity Park and his team of Botanists and Nature Conservators interacted with the
students and took them round the Park.

The department also organised a visit to the historic city of Fatehpur Sikri which is architectural marvel of
the medieval period. During this visit, students learnt the architectural details of Mughal buildings, evolution

of a composite culture and the importance of Sutism in the lives of people.
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Screening of films and documentaries on relevant socio-cultural issues has been a regular feature of the
department of History. This year too, films like Gandhi, Naya Daur, Swadesh, Mughal-e-Azam and Junoon
and documentaries —Tamas, Bharat Ek Khoj and BBC documentary on Nature — were screened.

The department is committed to carry forward the historical and cultural legacy of the country and
disseminate the same among the student community.
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. First Prize- Essay ‘

Gen Z in Post Pandemic
World- Recovery and Resilience

As the world celebrates the start of a new era, the 'post pandemic’ life, it has also changed and redefined
the ambitions of youth all across the world. When the world was combating the virus, everyone had
to face its repercussions. Students had to stay indoors and take online classes instead of meeting their
teachers and peers in person. It was indeed a trying time for many, but the world is gradually overcoming
the crisis. The journey of Generation Z and their optimistic response to the pandemic demonstrates that

a comeback is always stronger than a setback.

The pandemic transformed the way people learned and worked, and so did Gen Z's goals and
opportunities. The INTO University Partnerships survey tells a tale of resilience of Gen Z, with many
under 25 years old remaining hopetful about their future. According to the survey, Indian students are the
most optimistic, with 94% indicating they have a favourable outlook on their future.

Besides the challenges faced by the corona pandemic, the majority of Generation Z expects a bright
future. While many are upbeat and excited, some have indicated that their positive attitude is frequently

accompanied by anxiety.

It is also worth noting that Generation Z was one of the hardest hit generations by the pandemic. The
outbreak completely disturbed their social lives, and they had to learn and up-skill themselves within
the four walls of the house. For more than a year, their lives had been radically altered by the pandemic.

Many students around the world were affected by the disruption to their education, which caused
significant stress, worry, mental health difficulties, and financial hardship. But the beauty of human
beings is that they overcome obstacles, learn from difficult experiences, and gradually develop a more
courageous and hopeful mindset. In the pandemic Gen Z has learned empathy and inculcated a growing

understanding for the struggles of others.

Many of them came forward to help those in need during the outbreak and also plan to volunteer
for social causes in future. Self-motivation, adaptability, and emotional perseverance were some of
the qualities learned after combating the pandemic. Here, Gen Z's optimism towards the future is not
considered unrealistic; rather, Gen Z is known for their pragmatism. They are popularly described as
"realists” and the "practical” generation as compared to the millennial.

The pandemic has also changed their outlook towards career and their expectations from it. Many
youngsters under the age of 25 are evaluating their professional routes and prospects as a result of the
pandemic. People have begun to value their family time and balance their work with leisure in order to
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preserve a healthier and happier lifestyle after the pandemic. Gen Z now desires jobs that enable them to
balance their work and personal lives.

Another new trend in Gen Z post the pandemic is that an increasing number of them are pursuing
entrepreneurship. Many youngsters worldwide have expressed an interest in becoming entrepreneurs

and launching their own businesses.

They aim to gain self-reliance by creating their own enterprises. Born in the digital age and having
undertaken their education during a global pandemic, Generation Z is now well acquainted with
technological advancements and can deal with the digital world. The majority of them returned to colleges
and schools in the last year all over the world. According to studies, the opportunities they seek from
educational institutions have also shifted. Now, social and extracurricular activities are also significant

considerations that they examine before enrolling in an institution.

While Gen Z recognises the impact of Covid-19 on their learning, overall lifestyle, and professional
opportunities, the majority of Gen Zers believe they can get past these hurdles and live the life they've
planned for themselves. Generation Z is indeed set to make a stunning comeback. The pandemic’s
difficulties have not been able to hinder them from accomplishing their dreams.

Vandana P.
B. A (H) Journalism 3rd Year
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. Second Prize- Essay ‘

India’s Rise in the Global Arena

India has always been an important player in the global arena, but in recent years it has risen to new
heights in terms of its economic and political influence. As the world continues to undergo rapid changes,
India has emerged as a significant player in shaping the new world order.

The rise of India can be attributed to a number of factors, including its large population, its rapidly
growing economy, it strategic location in the Indian Ocean, and its highly educated and skilled
workforce. Additionally India’s democracy and commitment to the rule of law have helped to attract
foreign investment and establish it as a stable and reliable partner in the international community. India’s
economic rise has been particularly impressive in recent years. Its Gross Domestic Product (GDP) has
grown at an average rate of 7% per year since 2014, making it one of the fastest growing economies in the
world. This growth has been driven by a number of factors including a strong service sector, a growing
middle class, increase in domestic income finance, and a government that has been actively pursuing
economic reforms and policies aimed at attracting foreign investment. In addition to its economic rise,
India has been also making significant strides in the political arena. It has been an active participant in
international forums such as the United Nations the World Trade Organization, and the G20, and has
been working to establish itself as a regional leader in south Asia. India’s foreign policy has focused on
building partnerships and alliances with other countries, particularly in the Asia-Pacific region as it seeks

to play a greater role in shaping the new world order.

One of the key areas where India has been making its mark is in the realm of defence and security.
India has been modernizing its armed force and developing its defence industry and has been actively
involved in regional security initiatives such as the QUAD, a strategic alliance between India, United
States, Japan and Australia, and the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA). India has also been working
to establish closer ties with its neighbours, particularly in Southeast Asia, in order to counterbalance
China’s growing influence in the region.

Another area where India has been making significant progress is in the realm of technology and
innovation. India has a highly educated and skilled workforce, and has been actively investing in research
and development in areas such as artificial intelligence, biotechnology and renewable energy. India’s
government has also been working to promote entrepreneurship and innovation through initiatives such

as the start-up India program, which aims to create a supportive ecosystem for starts up and entrepreneurs.

While India’s rise has been impressive, it has also faced a number of challenges and obstacles along
the way. One of the biggest challenges facing India is the issue of poverty and inequality. Despite the
economic growth India still has a large population living in poverty, and income inequality remains a

significant issue. India’s government has been working to address these issues through initiatives such as
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the National Royal Employment Guarantee Act, which provides a minimum level of employment to rural
households, and Pradhan Mantri Yojna, which aims to provide financial inclusion to every household in
the country. Another challenge facing India is the issue of regional instability and conflict. India has
faced on-going tension with its neighbour Pakistan, and has also been involved in a long-standing border
dispute with China. Additionally, India has been dealing with a number of internal conflicts, including
a long-standing insurgency in Kashmir and on-going violence in the north-eastern States. Despite these
challenges India’s rise in the global arena has been nothing short of remarkable. As the world continues to
undergo rapid changes and new dynamics, rapid changes and new power dynamics emerge, India is well
positioned to play a key role in shaping the new world order. Its growing economy, strong democratic
institutions and strategic location make it valuable partner for countries around the world.

Md. Noor Basar
B.A (P) 2nd Year




. Essay ‘

Living in a Post-Pandemic World

The COVID-19 pandemic has had a profound impact on the world, both in terms of its human toll and
its effects on socdiety and the economy. As vaccines continue to be distributed and restrictions begin to
ease, it is clear that the world will never be the same as it was before the pandemic. In this essay, we will
explore what it means to live in a post-pandemic world, including changes in social behaviour, economic

impacts, and long-term societal shifts.

One of the most significant changes in a post-pandemic world is the shift in social behaviour. Many
people have become more aware of the importance of personal hygiene and sanitation, with frequent
hand washing and the use of face masks becoming commongplace. Social distancing and avoiding large
gatherings have also become the norm in many places, with people being cautious about their interactions
with others. While some of these behaviours may relax as the pandemic recedes, it is likely that many

people will continue to practice these habits to some extent.

Another major impact of the pandemic has been on the economy. Many businesses have struggled
due to the lockdowns and restrictions put in place to slow the spread of the virus. Some industries,
such as travel and hospitality, have been hit particularly hard, while others, such as online retail and
teleconferencing, have thrived. As the world emerges from the pandemic, it is likely that there will be
significant shifts in the economy, with some businesses and industries struggling to recover while others
adapt to the new reality.

The pandemic has also highlighted and exacerbated existing societal issues, such as inequality and
the digital divide. The pandemic has disproportionately affected low-income communities and people
of colour, who are more likely to work in frontline jobs and have less access to healthcare. The shift to
remote work and virtual learning has also highlighted the digital divide, with many people lacking the
necessary technology and internet access to participate fully. Addressing these issues would be critical in

creating a more equitable and just society in a post-pandemic world.

Another important aspect of a post-pandemic world is the potential for long-term societal shifts.
The pandemic has forced many people to re-evaluate their priorities and the way they live their lives.
For example, many people have realized the importance of spending time with loved ones, while others
have reconsidered their career paths or the value of material possessions. There is also potential for
societal shifts in areas such as healthcare and climate change, as people and governments recognize the

importance of investing in these areas to prevent future crises.

In addition to these societal changes, the pandemic has also accelerated the adoption of technology
in many areas. The shift to remote work and virtual learning has forced many organizations to adopt

new technologies and tools, which are likely to persist in a post-pandemic world. The pandemic has also
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spurred innovation in areas such as healthcare, with telemedicine and remote monitoring becoming more
commonplace. These technological advances have the potential to improve efficiency and accessibility in

many areas, but also raise concerns about privacy and the potential for job displacement.

In conclusion, living in a post-pandemic world will bring many changes and challenges, both for
individuals and society as a whole. The shift in social behaviour, the impact on the economy, and the
potential for long-term societal shifts will all shape the world we live in. It is up to us to use this opportunity
to create a more just and equitable society, one that is better prepared for future crises and more resilient
in the face of adversity. While the pandemic has been a difficult and painful experience for many, it has
also presented us with an opportunity to reimagine the world we live in and build a better future.

Pratyush Singh
B. Sc. (H) Electronics 2nd Year
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. Essay ‘

Healthy— Beyond the Physical

The first ever pandemic recorded in history is that of a disease similar to typhoid fever which broke out
at the time of the Peloponnesian War in Athens. Historians date it to be 430 BC. Almost 2500 years and
several pandemics later, another pandemic was declared by WHO.

Due to the Covid crisis, over half a million lives are officially reported to have been lost in India,
many times less than the actual deaths. But we also had one of the highest recovery rates despite the
consistently escalating graph of daily spike in the number of cases. Over 75 countries were aided with
vaccine supply from India, apart from other medicines and help provided to many more nations. We
were lauded all around the globe, and there was a definite spurt in international recognition.

In such challenging times, it was not easy for anyone to cope with the situation. Each had their own
way to stay afloat. Amidst the chaos, a sudden upsurge in mental health issues was also witnessed.
While lockdown and isolation were essential to avoid the approaching disease, nobody could fathom the
long-term consequences of staying without schools, colleges and work for months and months. People

lost their lives, their dear ones, their jobs and even their sanity.

WHO reported an increase in anxiety and depression worldwide by 25% due to Covid19. Mental
health still faces neglect and rejection in our lives. It has not been able to become a part of our conversations
and routines. Whereas, on one hand we do see the upcoming generation being more frank and more open
to talking about mental issues, on the other, no statistics are available to confirm the increase in illness
and death rates due to problems beyond the physical. This increase can be credited to a highly stressful
lifestyle and a lack of time for self-care. We are collectively heading towards an excessively anxious and
unmotivated population. Yet, it is not without judgement that we often look down upon people going
through such setbacks. Some are accused of pretending and some are simply ignored. It is even our
lack of understanding and cluelessness about what to do which adds to the scorn in our eyes when we

see someone facing mental and emotional problems. Many a times, we are an indirect catalyst to their

sickness.

There is no point in being cool and talk about mental health, but only mock and ridicule someone who
actually goes through a related illness. In fact, the Gen-Z culture has only led to a normalisation of opting
for serious terminology in regular contexts on daily basis. At one glance, it might seem appreciable to
create a zone wherein one is absolutely comfortable to talk about things. However, what we fail to realise
is that there is now an absence of thoughtfulness and sincerity in the way we talk about mental health.

Someone could be on the verge of losing their mental battle to life, but since anxiety and depression
today are such commonly spoken of terms they would never be able to receive an extra ounce of
attention. Who cares? Everyone is suddenly on the same boat. If you are struggling to cope up, I am
struggling too. In fact, more than you. People in dire need of care can no longer ask for it because people

obliged to help them are demanding the same for themselves.
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This is just a reflection of our conditioning which makes us talk about our problems in a way which
portrays them much larger than the problem of someone else, as if it is a competition. Comparison might
be set aside because it is human nature to be able to look at things in quantitative measures. We have the
mental agility to easily pick out which side has done the horrendous act of considering themselves as
more entitled to receive a larger portion of something which we might not even have wanted in the first
place. This comparison turns, amusingly, into a competition as soon as it is something about pain and

suffering.

Brene Brown, a researcher who spoke about Covid-19 in the light of comparative suffering says that,
“People tend to wear uncomfortable moments like a badge of honour”. Even the vice versa holds true
when people side-line their own issues and shove aside their pain because they feel it is not worth giving

thought to when compared to someone who has it worse.

Itis not often that we let high fever pass without taking care of ourselves because someone is definitely

at war with cancer every day. The discrimination sits down with mental health only.

We no longer want to be left behind in the race to claim a mental health issue for ourselves. Yet,
we can neither ask for help nor give any because tagging an issue or disorder with our names is what
our story begins with and ends at. We might not know the full form of OCD, but we throw around the
abbreviation casually to make it fit in with our enlightened personalities. We will not want to know about
the intensity and types of panic attacks, but we are allowed to use the term in our description of the stress

we faced for a day or two.
Normalisation of mental issues is no longer normal; it has become fashionable.

There is an urgent need to realise and accept that a change needs to be brought in. We are failing
to recall that it is not only awareness which requires to be expanded, but also our actions that define
any collective advancement. In our journey towards better mental health, we are beginning to digress.
Providing people with succour that is due to them and stepping down from a selfish approach towards
mental illness should be aimed at. If we persist with a selfish approach, it will ultimately lead to an

uncaring and self-destructive society.

Garvita Singh
B.A (H) English 2nd Year
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First Prize- Personal
‘ Narrative/Memoir ‘
The Game Changer Year!

So, do you have that game changer year?
Well for me, it started off with 2020, when I was 18.

That urge to get things done you get to do, when you're 18. Well driving license, voting rights, moving
out, being independent and what not?

It was fun, fantasising about it all as a lil’ girl dreaming big, unless I grew big and the dream lil".

Failing four times in a driving test taught me that it's no big deal. Not getting my name on the voters
list reminded me that I have a long way to go. Not settling in UK for a Russel Group, taught me that's
not I actually wanted. It showed me 18 was just the beginning and not the end. And I didn't know why I

rushed it. Maybe someone said, if you were to die tomorrow, what would you do?
And as my dad says, things may seem perfect, but is it the best for you?

Bro, let's stop right there. Get me off your imagination. I find the pace I'm on right now pretty soothing.
Definitely not comfortable, but the satisfaction that I chose what I want to meddle in and not someone
else. Because I chose the role and the play I'm acting, it's the control. The control of my so-called picture-
perfect life, I wanted. And now that I've got it, I feel I earned it. No plans for a revolutionary move on the
table. But it's a promise to my dreams that I alone but none got to stop me. And that's what is keeping me
breathing..... For a leap I might take in less than a year.

Yes, I wanted to be independent. And thanks for being so supportive. I love to wander, get lost, figure
out things on my own, play hide and seek and swing from east to west. But I want you to remember,
wherever I go, whatever I do, I'll be back. For sure, to bake the cake and share a bite, to say cheers to a

glass of red wine, and to rest my head on your chest on Christmas Eve.

I'm bold enough to walk through hell, devils or demons or death don't scare me now. My love is above my
fear. And that is what I wanted to gain. My obsession, this time I know it's right. Not because it worked
out, but it changed me in a way nothing or none would have ever done. Some journeys are meant to set
off late, but when it does, it feels like the right timing. Kudos to the number of people I've met. I would
say with pride, that's my achievement. Not the file of certificates or the cupboard of trophies that a three
judges panel marked me for. Or the countless nights of crying over failures. It was hope that helped me,

of things that never existed, of people I've never imagined I would meet.

Isn't it that thing, waiting for the soldier son to return from a battle field, alive. Or is it that wish to
encounter your loved one, dead and gone to be a living soul. I'm unsure of making sense, as I describe it

in words. But I know for sure, it's that thing I carry while writing, that [ write as if none could read them.

And that's a tip for you all, as a wise man said, the worst ever piece is the one, never written!

Milen Anugraha Paul
B. A (H) Political Science 3rd Year
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Second Prize- Personal
. Narrative/Memoir ‘
Lost Loss

She was my best friend. I liked to pretend that she was. At least, she was a good friend, one of my only
few. We would talk for hours sometimes and spend every possible minute together. It never occurred to
me that something as regular as that would need to be remembered by me like a thing from distant past.
Is it destiny? Maybe. Is everything destiny? I do not know. Is it right to put everything on destiny? Well,
we did not have a choice. More than me, she did not.

This was around the time when Covid struck India. People often say- “when Covid happened...” as if
it is some sort of an event. When Covid happened, lockdown made sure we did not meet our friends,
remained isolated throughout. The time I spent with her became limited to phone calls and text messages.
Initially, it was bearable, but soon the calls no longer came; a few messages here and there. No one would
talk on a phone in this day and age of social media, anyways. It was not until one particular day that I

remember it from.

Was it a Monday? I'm not sure. She told me her father was no more. It was shocking news. She had told
me how he had not been very well but I could never have thought that it would end up like this. She was
devastated. Can I put down someone else’s side of the story? I can only be my own teller.

She could never be the same. I tried and tried and tried. I sat with her on video calls. I pushed her to at
least pass her exams. I visited her whenever I could. She must have tried too. It must have been much

harder for her. She could not cope up.

Her eyes no longer gleamed. Her lips spoke fewer words each day. She gained a lot of weight and refused
to eat altogether. I was losing my friend and I could not bear this loss. The questions now changed. What
could I even do? I could only wait. I could never have understood her feelings. I could only empathize.

It Is a Thursday today. I like to pretend that she was my best friend. It has been more than a year since

I last talked to her. I lost her to her loss. A few text messages turned into none at all. A visit evolved
into the last one I ever had. She’s doing okay, I've heard. She has made some new friends. She has been

performing fine in her college. She even looks forward to her buried dreams again.

Am I happy? Am I sad? I do not know. Is it even fair to feel anything? I do not know. Her loss was bigger

than mine. Her recovery was harder than mine. I am not sure if I am allowed to complain.

I only know one thing. She was my best friend.

Garvita Singh
B.A (H) English 2nd Year
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. First Prize: Poetry ‘

A Label is Stuck

Scaptured and caged, tied up in chains.
She glances my way,

The sickness screaming through her eyes.

She stares unblinking with those deep black

holes,
Penetrating way past my flesh,

Digging up my truth and lies.

And I'look at her.

The human she is, brooding most likely.

A little lost, painfully pretty.

I smile at her; she smiles back instantly.

A soothing smile, I suppose-

A reassuring one, yet formal and supervised.
Something suppressed underneath,

Like a sudden urge to frown, but disguised.

I frown, she imitates immediately.

I let out a sigh and she imitates me again.
She’s alone, I'm surrounded.
I was only a few droplets and dribble,

She was a stormy rain.

I glance around cautiously.
Am I a lunatic, making faces this way?
“You are not mistaken”,

The girl seems to agree with everything I say.

“Do you know me?”, I blurt out.

“Do you know me?” I hear her ask.
She resembled me,

Almost like me but without a ‘mask’.
“What's that!” I shriek.

And point my finger at her forehead.

A label is stuck.

I blink and squint, ‘positive’ it said.

I gasp and take a step back.
Terrified, I turn, prepared to go.
Unable to walk, I fall.

Amid the crowd I sleep, swift and slow.

Garvita Singh
B. A (H) English 2nd Year
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. Second Prize: Poetry ‘

Survival

There was once a piece of land, we call it earth,

The dawn of 2020 saw a colossal wreck and
dearth.

Plagued by horrors, death, misery,

Alas! a pandemic,

To the ones we lost, memories beyond
boxes in the attic.

As I write, I shiver with trauma,

The catastrophe I saw, the unstated drama.
It spread faster than wildfire of Oceania,
And I'lost my school and teen years.

But some lost their jobs, families succumbed,
Losing their beloved, with senses numbed.
And years later we come out from the abyss,
Even a walk on the grass felt like bliss.
But this decay was far from over,

The harder it struck, like roaring war-machine

it hover'd,
O'er our heads under quarantine, covered,

And once again we are out, in disbelief and

doubt.
So, I pinched myself and tried to recall,
“Was it over, was that all?”
With scepticism I quivered,

Online classes, felt mis-steered.

AGRANIKA 2023

And after a while, are we really back?
What they lost were put in images on rack.
Everyone seems to be back in the bustle,
Is it the silence before the rustle?
With the lessons we learned, can we act?
Rather than counting the casualties in fact.
With whatever predicament we faced,
We survived, for we were blessed.

It feels so different to be alive and feel yet so lost,
We survived, but at sanity’s cost.
Even survival now seems absurd,

For it's the living in the post-pandemic world.

Akanksha Tiwari
B. A. (H) English 2nd Year
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. Second Prize: Poetry ‘

Humans Found

We are the people obsessed with the colour Black
The 10 year old says, “I don't like when people don't ask my favourite colour, they assume it’s pink”
The boy whose favourite colour actually is “pink” is too scared that people might ask about it
We are the people who love sunflowers and cakes and coffees and guitar and rains
When exactly did we stop waving at a plane?
Or being fascinated by the very idea of how something

so big can actually just fit in between a finger and a thumb

We are the people who crave gossip and loyalty at the same time
Maybe friendship is just a combination of sorrys and thank yous
We have names, surnames, caste, class, age, race, gender, religion, nationality
And yet, when finally aliens will find traces of us
The headlines in their planet will read just “HUMANS FOUND”
Do you remember the butterflies in your stomach when we were on a giant wheel?

I wonder where they flew away

We are the peopleﬁ 1.‘\3;1&1 same hearts trying to match the rhythm of a drum

0,

We dance, dan

like no one’s watching but if someone is watching we don't

So the mirror is the only audience we are known to

ese walls, these are the only four friends we have

‘we want to be friends with the sky
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Because we have aspirations of travelling the world with a backpack and the eyes of a child

Do you remember entering a shop knowing all the things you can ever wish for were right

in front of you?
The chips, the chocolates, the crayons
We are the people made out of metaphors and question marks
But we are not a question
Not the answer
We are bones and flesh
Sweat and blood
Dipped in Paradox
We are made for window seats
We fight over political beliefs
We like to pit one God against the other
We measure beauty by cheek bones and jawline but write
love poems on somebody’s eyes, bones or smile
We did dream about dancing in the rain

Call us insane

We are the people too cryptic to define or explain

Ishani Chauhan
B.A (H) English 2nd Year
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Poetry

Higher Education

Higher education, a path to the sky,
With challenges that make us wonder why:.
A pursuit of knowledge,

a quest for truth,

Yet hurdles to overcome from our youth.
The cost of tuition,

a burden to bear,

A mountain of debt,

a constant scare.

Degrees and diplomas,

a measure of success,

But is it worth it when it brings us distress?
The competition is fierce,
the bar set high,

A race to the top,
with no time to lie.

The pressure to perform,
the fear to fail,

The anxiety of exams,

a never-ending tale.

The lack of resources,

a struggle to cope,

A system that's broken,
with no room for hope.
The biases and prejudices,
a wall to climb,

The inequality and injustice,
a mountain to define.
But despite the challenges,
we push ahead,
With a determination,

A fire to be fed.

We strive for excellence,
We seek to thrive,

We overcome obstacles,

We come alive.

Higher education,




. Poetry ‘

Emerging from Isolation

We emerge from isolation,
With cautious steps and hopeful hearts,
Into a world forever changed,

As we take our first uncertain starts.

The streets are bustling once again,

But the air is different now,

We wear our masks and keep our distance,
With a new-found sense of how.

The world is still a wondrous place,
But we approach it with new eyes,
We appreciate the little things,

And cherish every sunrise.

The simple joy of human touch,
Is now a precious thing indeed,

And we hold our loved ones tighter,
Wlt:h a new-found sense of need.

Our days are filled with hope and fear,
As we navigate this unknown realm,
But we face each challenge head on,
With a new-found sense of helm.

For we have learned resilience,
And we have learned to adapt,
And in this post-pandemic world,

We know we will overcome and surpass.

So let us move forward with courage,
And with kindness in our hearts,

For though the world may be different,
We know we can make a fresh start.

Pratyush Singh
B. Sc. (H) Electronics 2nd Year




. Poetry ‘

I surrendered!

When the last leaf, A prisoner of my thoughts! e

painted the ground in green; I surrendered.

And the winter birds, A sailor, she is!

Returned to their kin. The salt sea is her world,
When the sun diminished, Yet, she flows,

Into the distance, Through the fresh waters.

The jasmine flaunting, Washing the stains of her past.
It's white.

I surrendered.

I surrendered. To the smoke of nostalgia,
The crafter of my dreams, That choked my memories,
The weaver of my needs. In the winters of freedom.
Tightly knit the deeds, Obscure - The sun, like my hope.
To write what it means. I surrendered, to my wounds.
I surrendered! Like a Caterpillar, unveil
To the echoes of my beats, Vulnerable! I feel.
Through the vein, in pain, For my thoughts, naked.
The song of life, I surrendered.
Slashing me with a knife. To the clutches,
Of my subconscious,
I surrendered. With the rays of wisdom,
To the lullabies of, Summer springs from conscious.
the unknown world; ISURRENDERED,
To the stories of, To my inner self.
people in mould. Milen Anugraha Paul

T e jail of mygetites, B. A (H) Political Science 3rd Year

Waiting for a bail.
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First Prize: Movie Review/|
Book Review

Movie Review: RRR
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The rockstar director of Telugu films, S.5. Rajamouli just keeps giving one mega-blockbuster
after another. His latest film RRR (2022) has also become a world-wide sensation, winning in the category
of ‘Best Foreign Language Film’ and ‘Best Original Song’ for ‘Naatu Naatu' at the Critics” Choice Awards,
and then going on win an Academy Award (Oscar) for Best Song. While the Indian audiences have been

on a contemporary streak with Bollywood movies of late, RRR, a Telugu film, is yet another statement
that Indian cinema is not defined by Bollywood alone. It is a classic Indian movie not just in terms of the
cast where you see actors like Ajay Devgan and Alia Bhatt but all the elements that are peculiar to an
Indian movie, that is, the colours, the patriotism, the fights, the romance, the brotherhood, the energy,
acomplete package. The movie has offers variety- in its setting and plot it is historical fiction, but it is
also fantastical asyou see exaggerated scenes, a romance as you have a recreation of ‘Ram- Seetha’ and an
English woman falling for a local. Indian movies have the history of working several genres in one movie
like Rohit Shetty’s Dilwale that is equally an action movie as it is a romance and a comedy, and RRR rises
as a perfect example of this versatility.

The movie is visually pleasing and lucid, its organisation and presentation is remarkable considering
the length of the movie. RRR stands for ‘Rise, Revolt and Roar’. Ram is the character that rises in position
and gets closer to his goal, Bheema is the character who has started a revolt to rescue Malli, and together
they roar against the British empire; it is the geniusof Rajamouli which has managed to balance the
presence of the two big names of the Tollywood industry in this movie. You might like NTR Jr's Bheema
more than Ram Charan’s Ram seeing how he endures the brutal beating by him, but Ram’s character arc
of a hidden motive doesn't fail to impress, the passionate acting of the two is one of the factors adding to

=
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the movie’s success. The plot itself makes room for grandeur in the movie, itis a recreation of India under

the British Empire and a spectacle of the scenic beauty of rural India.

You would find a brown aesthetic in the shots, and an extensive use of green, the dull pastel colours
that the British wear and carry in their atmosphere seems to have been specifically used for the purpose
of laying the contrast - that the British can't contemplate Indians’ close association with their land and
nature. There are examples of masterful shot compositions like when there is a protest for Lala Lajpat Rai,
and Ram has just beaten up some of the protesters. A close up of his eyes depicts what he witnesses, then
cuts tohis being in a police uniform. It is a true example of storytelling collaborating with the visuals of
cinematography and editing. He can empathise with the protesters but he is obliged to compose himself.
There is another artful shot takenthrough a fence, where on one side Bheema is looking at the palace and
Ram at the Barrack, how both are so close to one another and yet unaware of each other’s motives. It is
a movie like this one that tells us what an art cinema is, that you'renot just taken aback by the turns and
twists in the story but also the visuals before you.

Rajamouli is known for the grandeur in his movies; this grandeur is a work of passionate acting, CGI
(Computer Generated Imagery) that doesn't fail to appear realistic, impactful cinematography along with
storytelling. The thought of a man countering a tigersurely feels unreal, but in this fictional world where
the natives refer to their land as ‘mother’ and cherish life in all itsforms, you can't resist associating this
surreal act to the strength, emotions and passion of the character. It is the samewith other seemingly
absurd shots like the rescue scene of a kid in a very complicated and athletic manner, and almost allfight
scenes where Bheema and Ram take on mobs of men and come out triumphant. Despite all this grandeur,
the attention to detail by Rajamouli is marvellous, an example of which we see in the shot where Bheema
is beaten publiclyand his knees are put in focus a number of times as he refuses to bend the knee in any
condition. There are more such examples like the blade skilfully passed to Bheema to get rid of the ropes,
the value of an English bullet and the governor’s wife’s obsession with seeing the Indians bleed. In the

end she’s shown dead, completely covered in blood.

It has been the way of Indian cinema that songs enter the picture out of nowhere, but RRR is an
exception in this case as the ‘Naatu Naatu’ performance is probably the shot that carries the most weight
of the message that the movie wishes to convey. A drummer pumping the Indian performers, the Indians
challenging the British men to attempt to dance like them -that is how a narrative of the colonised standing
up to the colonisers is set. It is a shared history, and thatis probably one of the main reasons why it is
gaining global attention. The movie has managed to serve almost all types ofaudience’s interest- it has
tribal representation in NTR Jr's Gond, the same character disguises himself as a Muslim; Ramayana is
recreated and redefined as NTR Jr. as Hanuman is out to get Ram out of the confinement for his eventual
triumph andunion with Seetha.

To sum it up, it becomes crucial to appreciate this movie even though it did not manage to secure an
Oscar nomination for the ‘Best Foreign Film'. But ‘Naatu Naatu’ winning in the category of ‘Best Original
Song’ at the Academy is one of the many steps Indian cinema will be taking towards leading the Indian
style of cinema to more global appreciation than it already receives. We need to look at it in terms of the
break-through this movie has brought to Indian cinema that its predecessors could not. Before judging it
as a contender amongst global movies, we need to see it in the context of Indian cinema, only then would

we realise what an achievement RRR truly is.

Sakshi Rathore
B. A (H) English 2nd Year
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Second Prize: Movie
Review/Book Review

Movie Review: Chhello Show

AST FIL
L SHOW M

Written and directed by Pan Nalin (Nalin
Arvind kumar Pandya), Chhello Show (The
Last Show) is a low-budget Gujarati film
which premiered on 10 June 2021 at the
20th Tribeca Film Festival, and was released
in Indian theatres on 14 October 2022.
The film was formally chosen by the Film
Federation of India to represent India at
the 95th Academy Awards (Oscar) leaving
behind S.S Rajamouli's RRR which was the
frontrunner for the Oscar nomination. The
movie stars Bhavin Rabari, Richa Meena,
Bhavesh Shrimali, Paresh Mehta and Dipen

Raval. Rabari’s performance as Samay, the

A FAN NALIN FLIGHT &

protagonist is flawless.

The film revolves around the story of a

9-year-old boy named Samay who lives in & -~ ‘@ ;
a small village in the Saurashtra region of - L el
Gujarat. His father runs a tea stall near a railway station (Chilala) and he helps him by selling tea. His
father once takes him to a cinema hall named Galaxy to watch his first and last film show. His father
doesn’t want him to watch movies as he believes that cinema is not for decent people and that it is against
their culture. But that one movie show mesmerizes the young boy and he gets fascinated with cinema.

He then begins towatch films secretly at the theatre without his father’s knowledge. Gradually, he gets so

fascinated with the cinematic world that he decides to become a filmmaker.

While watching movies, Samay becomes friends with Fazal, the projectionist of the cinema hall.
In exchange for Samay’s lunch box, Fazal allows him to watch films for free from inside the projector
room. There he gathers knowledge about how stories become light, and how light becomes film. He then
imparts this knowledge to his friends and they together create cinema on their own. It blew my mind
when [ saw how a nine-year-old boy makes a projector even though he has no facilities at all. This shows
his passion and determination to become a filmmaker. Chhello Show is somewhere inspired by the life of
Nalin, who was interested in cinema more than studies. Nalin described the project as "very intimate and

organic” because he chose to shoot in his home district of Saurashtra.

The movie, shot at 24 frames per second (fps), is a fantastic example of cinematography. The selection
of shots is commendable. Each and every shot is unique in its own way: the close-up shots while he

watches the movies that capture his expressions; shots of delicious food (especially dal dhokali) that his

©
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mother makes; the spices she uses, the techniques, the vessels, the boiling oil and the packing depicts fine
details. Swapnil S. Sonawane has beautifully captured minute details like telling a story with the help of
colourful matchboxes and shots through the pieces of glass bottles of different colours. Low-key lighting
has been used while the family has dinner together. Long shots have also been used to establish the tone
and geographical understanding of the story, the plot and troubles of the character. These long shots
contribute significantly to the world building of the film.

Despite the fact that it is a Gujarati film, the ‘Hindi audience’ does not find it strange. The distinction
is barely visible. The film also has ‘Bollywood Approach’ as there are non-diegetic sounds of the song,
Chhora Kamal Hai playing in the background and also the sound of the train. Diegetic sound sinclude
Samay's scream when he witnesses the reels being destroyed. This is significant because music establishes
the tone and feel of the film which is why it is one of the most important elements of the film.

A few small but important details are included by Nalin to highlight the diversity of Indian cinema,
and to unite caste, class, religion, and community. One such detail is the touching friendship between
Samay, a poor upper-caste Hindu child and his equally poor Muslim friend, Fazal, the projectionist. He
gets him a job at the railway station when Fazal loses his job after modern machines replace the old ones
for the screening of films in the theatre.

This also depicts the struggle of people who have lost their jobs due to digitalization, and highlights
the ending of single-screen cinema in India. This gives it a unique perspective and adds depth to the
story. As the old film reels are dumped and converted into bangles, we can see the emotions through

Samay's expressions.

The rural setting of the film and the poverty of the family depicts the struggle thec haracters are going
through. There is a lack of facilities but still, the boy doesn't give up as he is determined, focused, and
passionate about his dream. Samay’s father eventually believes in his son and encourages him to leave the
village to pursue his dreams. Some scenes in the film stand out. It is amazing how Samay and his friends,
after facing a lot of obstacles, somehow manage to project a movie on hismother’s white saree with the
help of a sewing machine, and then also produce sound through voiceover. A scene where Samay and
his friends try to catch the light so that they can use it in projecting the film depicts their innocence. After
all, kids are kids.

The editing and direction is particularly powerful and moving, leaving a lasting impression. The
script is fascinating and depicts the sincerity towards the moving culture of cinema. The scene themselves
speak more than the dialogues. There has also been some discussion about how similar this film was to
another Oscar-winning film, Cinema Paradiso (1988). However, apart from the friendship between Samay
and Fazal, which is similar to the friendship between Toto and Alfredo, the films are distinct from each
other. Cultures, eras, geographical strata, and narratives are all distinct. The title of the movie is justified
through the story as the protagonist's first and last film show become the reason for his curiosity to know
more about light, and he discovers his passion to become a filmmaker. It is a must-watch film that will

drive you through the magic of cinema.

Riddhima Kapoor
B.A (H) English 2nd Year
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Book Review: The Alchemist

The Alchemist, written by Paulo Coelho, is a book that has
touched the hearts and minds of millions of readers worldwide.
Originally published in Portuguese in 1988, this book has become
a modern classic, selling over 65 million copies and translated
into 80 languages. The Alchemist is atimeless tale of self-discovery,
following the journey of a shepherd boy named Santiago as he
embarks on a quest to fulfil his dreams and find his purpose in
life.

The story begins with Santiago, the young shepherd in
Andalusia, who has a recurring dream about a treasure hidden
in the Egyptian pyramids. Curious and intrigued by his dream,
Santiago sets out on a journey to fulfil his destiny and find the
treasure. Along the way, he meets a series of characters who teach
him valuable life lessons and help him discover the true meaning

of his journey.
Throughout the book, Coelho explores themes of self-
discovery, personal growth, and the power of the universe to

guide us towards our destiny. The Alchemist encourages readers
to follow their dreams, take risks, and believe in the power of the

universe to help guide us towards our true purpose in life.

One of the most compelling aspects of The Alchemist is Coelho's use of symbolism to convey deeper
meanings throughout the story. For instance, the recurring theme of alchemy represents the process of
transformation and the journey towards self-discovery. The Alchemist, who Santiago meets on his journey,
represents the guide who helps transform and discover the true purpose of life of the protagonist

Another powerful symbol in the book is the concept of the Personal Legend. The Personal Legend
is our individual destiny- the things that we are meant to do in life. Coelho teaches that our Personal
Legend is not something that we can choose, but rather something that chooses us. Santiago's journey is
a reflection of this idea as he discovers that his destiny is not to be a shepherd, but rather to pursue his
dream of finding the treasure in the Egyptian pyramids.

The Alchemist emphasizes the importance of listening to our hearts and following our intuition.
Throughout the story, Santiago is guided by a series of omens, or signs from the universe, that help him
on his journey. Coelho teaches that by listening to our hearts and paying attention to the signs around us,
we can unlock the power of the universe to guide us towards our true purpose in life

One of the most memorable characters in the book is The Alchemist himself. He teaches Santiago about

@
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the process of alchemy, the process of transforming something ordinary into something extraordinary.
The Alchemist encourages Santia go to listen to his heart and follow his dreams, and helps him overcome
the obstacles tha tstand in his way. The Alchemist's wisdom and guidance is a reflection of the power of a
mentor or guide to help usunlock our full potential and discover our true purpose in life.

Another compelling aspect of The Alchemist is Coelho's exploration of the concept of fear and the role
that it plays in our lives. Santiago faces many obstacles and challenges on his journey, but it is his fear that
holds him back the most. Coelho teaches that fear is often the biggest obstacle that stands in the way of

our dreams, and encourages readers to confront their fears and take risks in pursuit of their goals.

Overall, The Alchemist is a beautifully written book that inspires readers to pursue their dreams,
follow their hearts, and discover the true meaning of their lives. Coelho's use of symbolism, powerful
storytelling, and universal themes make this book a must-read for anyone on a journey of self-discovery
and personal growth. It is a book that will stay with readers long after they have finished reading it, and

is a true modern classic that deserves its place among the greatest works of literature.

Pratyush Singh
B.Sc. (H) Electronics 2nd Year
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. 1st Prize: Short Fiction ‘

Crossroads

I

With a sudden rush of panic, I realised I had no idea where I was. Just before, I was in a crowded
classroom. The teacher had called me for the submission of the career form. I got up. And when I stood,
I was at this abandoned intersection in the middle of a concrete jungle! The skyscrapers took over the
class walls. The granite flooring turned coal-tarred. It took me a minute to understand and as I did,
I started running forward, shouting, ‘Hello ... Anyone!’ [ saw a house, I banged on its door. There was no
response. | kept running straight past the buildings and intersections but they never ended. All I could
hear was my voice breaking off the skyscrapers. My breathing became coarse and the echoes quieter.
I finally stopped when I passed the same house twice. The buildings are not ending, they are repeating.
I am stuck in a loop.

I sat down right at the crossroad; my breath was too short to go on any longer. The intersection wasn't
extraordinarily clean. The paint of the road signs had worn off. That house is on the left from here. Ithas a
porch. The wooden structure is a sore thumb in this concrete jungle, inserted between the high-rises. The
sun was over me. The pavement became too hot to sit on any longer. I moved to the porch. From here I
saw skid marks on the road but till now [ have not seen a single car here, parked or moving. Neither have
I heard a single chirp or bark. It is quiet. Unlike at the crowded class where the noise ate up my voice, here
I have to only listen to me. No need to decide on what others want. I am starting to like it here, maybe I'll

stay. It reminds me of my grandma’s place. Just the emptiness of peace. It got to me.

‘What's this “career form”?’

‘It’s a survey for what we want to do after graduation.’

‘Andyou ... ?

‘I don't know.”

‘Why? You're in the final year. Don't all your friends talk about this?

‘“Who talks about that stuff in online class. Anyhow, they have it all sorted out.”

‘Why not you? Oh, I know — Corona. You know Corona i_sn’t the answer to all the world's problems.”’

My face spoke of an inner anger that my words did not. A confusion that I do not understand myself.
This was the thing about my grandma, she understood. When she used to see me like this, she'd change
her stance altogether.
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‘So what, they know and you don’t. What to do in life is something I did not understand till I was actually
doing it for 2 years. Things like these take time ... stay and look back at what you like. Try out different
things. So, anything you like in college?’

INDJ'

Now I could see her outer anger reaching for her cane. Before she could lift her stick up, I sprang away.
Weird thing to remember when stuck like this. My grandma, she passed away. She passed away when
everyone thought Corona had gone. Every place was opening back. Full capacity. College did too. And I
left. This empty quietness is too much like that. All I can hear is just me.

11

Now I walked with calm steps, looking around. I took the left turn from the intersection, walked and
the intersection was in front of me with the house ahead. I looked up at the worn out road signs and
squinted to make out what it said and saw more rust over it than letters. I turned right, moved forward

and was back at the intersection.

I move forward from anywhere and it always leads me back to the intersection. My reference point, the
house, repeats from taking any of the crossroads. The sun is setting but it was when I came here. This
means that time is moving forward while I am the only one stuck in the loop of coming back to the same

crossroad.

I don't know what to do next. Seeing the directionless road signs again and again, the crossroad asking
me to pick again and again. I ran away from the intersection, passed the house and was back at the

crossroad. In whatever direction I move, I come back to square one. I just can’t move forward!

‘So what, ... things like these take time. There is no clear direction, no one path.No one to show where to

go. Times like these, stay, look back and -’

This silent intersection, in the middle of an abandoned city, where I hear no one else. Where a house
follows me.Where the directions have faded. Where the same crossroads come at each turn. I stood up
and moved forward aimlessly trying to run away from the crossroad. A memory filled me with courage.
I can't make up my mind. Not even now. I don’t know what I will do if I go back. I know my career
form will still be blank and I would have to choose a path. But first I will stay and look back. I won't run
forward. I'll move back. I'll turn around. The house will be at my back. The setting sun will be behind me.
And so, I closed my eyes and ran towards the crossroads, finally passing the house behind.

Dhruv Rahal

B. A (Prog.) 3rd Year
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. 2nd Prize: Short Fiction ‘

Haze of Grief

Memories are tough. Very often, they hurt. All those foundational years that made you who you are,
makes it so painful to look back that you must invent an entirely new system.

The bright sunshine poured through the curtains with a subtle wind flowing through the stone
cladded windows. Anahita woke up with a jolt. She rubbed her wary eyes and adjusted to the blinding
light. Another day. Another nightmare. Gradually she was getting used to these nightmares in the post-

pandemic world.

She made a strong cup of coffee and a crisp French toast baked fresh out of the oven that looked
inviting. She smiled to herself. A very good morning indeed.

She often wondered about the dynamics of how the world works in mysterious ways. The past three
years since Covid hit had been Anahita’s own personal hell. She lost her family in the pandemic. She
was alone now. It took some time to adjust but finally she was okay. Everything from the past three
months had been delightful and something she would want to last long.

Nothing could go wrong, she thought to herself. But you only see the tsunami when you see
the fast approaching tidal wave. She wasn’t ready for the wave... and definitely not for what was
about to come next.

Finishing her toast with the last sip of her coffee, Anahita took out her freshly ironed uniform from
her closet. She brushed the shiny gold plated stars on her shoulder, and a silver badge with the words
Anahita Sethi on her left chest pocket. Anahita had always been too critical of her self. Even when she
was the youngest detective ever to crack a case in under a week, she wouldn't give her self enough credit.
It was something in her, an innate drive that made her more
ambitious.

With some final touches to her hair bun, Anahita
was ready to leave for work. She quietly hoped for an
easy case today. She looked at the clock strike 8:53. She
was definitely going to be late.




The Duty Officer was going to have her run for coffee duty today. She hurriedly picked up her bag,
her sandwich and what was it that she was forgetting? Oh right! Her watch. She stumbled on the bedside
drawer and scrambled through the mess to find her watch. Something shiny struck hereye, a round gold
plated earring. She sat back down, clutching those earrings tightly in her hands. Flashbacks flooded her
mind in an instant.

A cold sunny day in January 2020. Anahita had just been promoted to Junior Detective. Coming back
home, she looked forward to the warm hug from her mother, a proud pat on the back from her father
and an excited shriek from her whimsical younger sister. She found the living room decorated from
ceiling to floor. A banner which read “congratulations” in bold italics hung from the window frame.
All three of them awaited her arrival. Her mother had something in her hand wrapped up in neat pink
wrapping paper. “We're so proud of you”, she said, revealing a velvet box containing a pair of gold plated
earrings.

Her blizzard of thoughts was sharply interrupted by her phone ringtone.
“Yes, I'm on my way”. She wiped off a tear that had rolled down, put her thoughts aside and scurried

off closing the drawer. She was focused on getting to work now.

The hustle bustle of the investigation department, papers printing, pens clicking, hushed tones of
detectives working on the newest case, were all music to Anahita. She loved her job, and more importantly
how it brought justice to those who suffered. She sat at her desk, keeping herbag aside and logging

into her computer. Anticipating the newest case assigned toher, she glanced across the screen.

With a slight knock, the door to her office was wide open. In came Officer Bakshi, a man who had
always been like a father figure for Anahita as well as her biggest mentor. She greeted Officer Bakshi

with a good morning and received an ever so slight head-nod in return.
“How can I help you, Officer?”” Anahita chirped with a genuine smile on her face.
“It's about a case. That case.”
Anahita’s smile dropped almost instantly.
“What about it, Officer?”
“Well, we require your help. It's gotten a little out of hand now.
“What do you mean?”
“I mean- we found another evidence".

A sinking feeling weighed down on her chest. A feeling she knew all too well. There was a recent case
that had taken the department by storm. Many detectives had racked their brains, trying to even get a
thread of evidence, but always ended up nowhere. Anahita was always the first to volunteer for more
cases and ended up cracking almost all of them. But the one thing she specifically asked Officer Bakshi to

never assign her were cases related to the pandemic. She had a past she didn't want to delve in.

“Officer Bakshi, I had already told you, [ didn't want to get involved in-"

“I know what you said. I wouldn’t have asked if I didn't desperately need your help. You have away
of doing things and I know I can trust you with this.”
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With a sigh, she nodded her head. It was time she faced it.
“How can I help?”

She looked through the case files. It was natural how much she could relate to a child whose parents
are missing. The child was currently in the hospital since he was covid positive with no other guardian
by his side. It was a case that hit too close to home for her. She could relate to how alone, lost and tired
the child must have been feeling. The paradox of trauma is that it has both the power to destroy and the
power to transform and resurrect. Anahita thought about this long and hard. She couldn't let her trauma
rob a child of finding his home, his comfort. She had to step up, face her traumas and find his parents.

Officer Bakshi led Anahita to a room filled with people working with the forensic evidence. He
updated her with the latest information on the case. She took a long breath and looked at the recent
findings, suspects and most importantly where the case was currently at. She talked to some of the
detectives and their observations. She had always been a detective who viewed things from every angle.
This is what made her a master of her craft. She decided she wouldn't back down now. She would reach

to the bottom of it even if it meant addressing her worst fears.

There had been a time, many months ago, when she had entombed herself in a world full of in
consistency. But this was different. This was a matter of life and death.

Days passed. Weeks had gone by. Anahita was in a bind. How could something as simple as a
missing case get so complicated. She had been working at odd hours, never leaving her desk, constantly
questioning witnesses and suspects. She had come very close to solving the case. Almost done more
than the department combined but she still felt like she might have been missing an element. One fine
afternoon, the element presented itself.

She had already interacted with the neighbours and got to know that Mr. and Mrs. Burman, the
missing parents, had always been aloof of sorts. They had been very paranoid, and something about
them had been unsettling. Anahita promptly instructed them to contact the department if they received

any information or saw anything suspicious. It was like her wish had come true.

Suddenly the phone beside Anahita’s desk blared with a deafening sound. It was the sound of hope.
The hope that this might be the call that does it for them.

“Good afternoon, Is this Detective Anahita?”

“Yes this is her.” she exclaimed in anticipation.

“I'm Mr Shekhar, the family’s neighbour.”

“Yes Mr Shekhar, I am glad you called. Anything you have for us?”

“This might sound a little weird but I just saw somebody entering their house that has been locked

for months now.” he said with hesitation in his voice.

“Alright, that information helps us a lot but may I ask what is weird about it?” Anahita said, scribbling
down in her little notepad.

“Because I think it was them. The missing parents.”

Anahita stopped writing. Her mind went blank.
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“Are you sure Mr. Shekhar that you saw them? Mr and Mrs Burman?”
“I wouldn't say I'm completely sure, but I did see it was them.”

Anahita was at a loss of words. Her mind raced with questions but there was only one way to find

out the answers.
“Thank you Mr. Shekhar, we will be there in 15 mins.”

The police sirens filled the streets as the sunset gradually went over the horizon. With doubts in their
mind and eyes on the road, the officers were finally about to find out the reason behind their sleepless
nights. They arrived at the location shortly after the phone call. The door to the house was wide open, no
signs of forced entry. The detectives along with the officers quietly entered the house with guns ready
and Anahita leading them. There was a faint shuffling sound from the last room. Anahita gestured
with her hand and the officers moved to their positions. She crept up to the door and quietly pushed it
open. There were Mr and Mrs Burman stuffing items in their bags. They froze in mid-air, looking at the

number of officers in their house.

“I am sure you must have a good explanation for this.” Anahita lowered her gun and sat in the

nearest chair. Everyone was as perplexed as she was..

The Burmans admitted how they had purposely abandoned their child and left since they couldn't
take care of him anymore and his recovery from covid wasn't about to happen anytime soon. They knew
what they were doing and didn't feel guilty about their actions. Some officers scoffed at their justification.

But it made sense. They had always been working around a missing person’s case. But it wasn't a

missing persons’ case at all. How can you find someone who doesn’t want to be found?

It was surprising how the parents had abandoned their own child. Anahita walked out of the room
with an uncomfortable feeling. She empathized with the child but you can't compare the feeling of

abandonment. The officers took the parents under custody and the case was wrapped up.The parents

were booked under IPC section 317 and would further be charged with negligence.
The child had been swiftly recovering. Officer Bakshi and the department had planned on enroling

the boy into foster care. That way, they would ensure he was taken care of.

It was a bright morning for Anahita the week after. She got up early, content that the case had been
solved, but still not at peace. She ironed her uniform, about to embark on yet another case and made her
breakfast all the while feeling like something was missing. Still not at peace, she locked the door behind
her and left for work. Love often leads to healing, while fear and isolation breeds illness. And our biggest

fear is abandonment. The sun would never abandon the moon to darkness.

On the drive home she decided to make a stop. She reached the destination and parked her car.
Moving towards the building she looked up at the board “Joyce Foster Care”. She took a peaceful sigh.

Aditi Mishra
BBE 2nd year
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. Short Fiction ‘

Tilly — ‘Guardian of the Forest'

Once upon a time, in a world beyond our own, there existed a magical forest unlike any other. This forest was
home to creatures of all shapes and sizes, from fairies and unicorns to dragons and giants. Among them was
a small, unassuming creature named Tilly.

Tilly was a fairy, with delicate wings and a sweet, gentle voice. She lived in a tiny flower near the edge
of the forest and spent her days flitting from flower to flower, singing songs and spreading joy wherever she

went.

One day, while Tilly was flying through the forest, she stumbled upon a group of fairies who were huddled
together, whispering excitedly. When Tilly approached them, they eagerly told her about a new arrival in the
forest — a powerful sorceress who had come to claim the land as her own.

The fairies were frightened, for they knew that the sorceress was not to be trifled with. They begged Tilly
to help them, and although she was scared, she knew she couldn't let her friends down. So, she took a deep
breath, puffed up her chest, and flew off to face the sorceress.

As she flew deeper into the forest, Tilly’s heart pounded in her chest. She had never faced such a powerful
foe before and wasn't sure if she was up to the task. But as she approached the sorceress, she felt a strange
sensation wash over her — a feeling of power and strength she had never known before.

Without thinking, Tilly began to sing a soft, melodic tune. The sorceress, who had been preparing to
cast a spell, paused and looked up in surprise. As Tilly continued to sing, her voice grew stronger and more
powerful, filling the forest with a magical energy that hummed in the air.

The sorceress tried to cast her spell again, but Tilly’s singing disrupted her concentration, causing the spell
to fizzle out. In frustration, the sorceress summoned a bolt of lightning and aimed it at Tilly. But just as the
lightning was about to strike, Tilly’s wings began to glow with a bright, golden light. The light grew brighter
and brighter until it engulfed the entire forest. When the light faded, Tilly found herself hovering in the air, her
wings pulsing with energy. The sorceress was nowhere to be seen, and the forest was bathed in a soft, golden

glow.

From that day onwards, Tilly was known as the Guardian of the Forest. She had found a power within
herself that she never knew existed and had used it to protect her home and her friends. And although she
knew there would always be challenges ahead, she was ready to face them head-on, knowing that her inner
strength would always guide her.

Divyam
B.Sc. (Phy. Sc.) 2nd Year
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OFfF-THE-CLIFF-IN-SLow-MoTION:
Covip CHRONICLES

February:
And we sing
coz it's spring
feeling feline, betting on lives nine
with all the grace of leaping leopards
clutching our sheepskins exploding at seams
mid-air, confident of landing on our feet
... yet to hit ground zero.

March:

The evil that men do and are.
Formally anointed, unhinged and un-reined.
Eyes rolling in lolling heads,
as fathers weep.

A shaky caterwaul denounces the
measure of rationed bread.

Her baby cannot chew.
Elsewhere, across a cobbled street
the day’s supply of milk seeps through the
cracks: no curfew passes today.
April:
God be with you till we meet again.
If and when; but until then;

vacate, begone!

Don't eat, don't speak, sure as hell don't breathe.

Disappear quietly
like legions of lost souls willingly
drowning in infernos.

9 b

No more decapitated ghosts chasing
the wrong trains.

We don't need the bad press.

May:
Summer suns beat down
On your torn up on tracks.
As you break down on lonely bridges,
hoping to survive the horror of days ahead.

Footprints: shoeless, soleless, signatured in
blood, erased by grit and grime:

Will be a story for another time.

June:
Contagion gets collective gets personal.
Hell, it doesnt even wait
for the poor to return and contaminate.

Shopping furiously for cans, cylinders,

concentrators
the lucky ones mourn deaths twice removed.
The naked and dying don't haunt their
The dead, denied,will wait forever.
Not mentioned even on community support
GO EE
No point scaring the living.

July:

Hospitals actually spit out in tact
(from time to time)

some of those brick-walled in Covid wards

1 §
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Who would've thought!
Hopscotching through interminable scares
Of crumbling homes and melting crematoriums.
And the marvel of those going unscathed
Without a single mask through all the waves.

August:
Big data imaging

:
!
5
i

Full blown, we stop tracking.
What will be, will be.
The bell curve balloons and explodes.
Curves peep o'er curves, graphs on graphs rise.

The dead clog everything, it's embarrassing,
but that’s all right.

After all, we couldn't run out of the living
if we tried.

September:
“Let bygones be bygones
Look at all that was done!
Or go figure the figures

With those whining truth seekers
and truth keepers

So much... yet never enough
'our thanklessness is a ing.)”
PP

The ground erupts—then settles beneath
our feet:

Just as we come to our knees.

Not an extinction level event: could be
a lot worse.

But how dare we?
How dare we disturb the universe?

Dr. Anu Jaidev
Associate Professor, Dept. of English
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CENTRE FOR PERFORMING
ARTs AND CuLTURAL STUDIES (CPACS)

Centre for Performing Arts and Cultural Studies (CPACS),
Department of English, MAC DU has been promoting
performing arts and cultural studies through its focus on live | :
demonstration of theatre based multi-media and cinematic cﬂéﬁ&;ﬁ“ﬁ%“f&m
arts since its inception in 2014. g

The year 2022-23 as has been post-covid transition to
offline activities, CPACS was actively involved in the campus
activity mode to reach MAC students and teachers forbringing
connect of performing arts to life situations. During the period
of pandemic, CPACS was engaged with bringing news of
online availability of performing arts events, workshops and
training links to develop engagement with performing arts
for stories of resilience, health and care including mit-press-
journal TDR/ The Drama Review Students’ Essay contest
info and guidance. As CPACS had conducted theatre making
workshop LETTERS in collaboration with Arvind Gaur’s
Asmita Theatre Group, continuing its networking with
resource persons and practitioners of theatrical arts CPACS
shared the info of online live performances of Asmita regularly
with students and staff members through social media groups.
The link of live performance by Asmita ‘Godse@Gandhi.
Com’, a fiction fantasy play by AshgarVajahat, was shared
on 30th January 2022 to promote online play watching. The
play is a fictional-fantasy dialogue between the two historical
figures. Another significant online event attended and shared
by CPACS was the offidial launch of the Pandit Jasraj Cultural
Foundation with an address by the Hon'ble Prime Minister of
India and Video messages from distinguished Musicians viz.
Pt. Shivkumar Sharma, Padma Vibhushan; Pt. Hariprasad
Chaurasia, Padma Vibhushan; Ustad Amjad Ali Khan,
Padma Vibhushan; Dr. L Subramaniam, Padma Bhushan;
Dr. N Rajam, Padma Bhushan.

New Visual Look of CPACS.

The NAAC preparation and presentation of CPACS to the
NAAC visiting team, reconfigured the visual stories of the
Centre. Based on increasing volume of activities and events,
more space was visualised to present the CPACS stories M= — '

through visual culture of exhibition to be viewed by CPACS visitors. Dr. Subodh Upadhaya and English

&
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Hons. Students contributed in shaping the new look under the concept design and visualisation of CPACS

coordinator Vinod Verma.

Workshop on Face-Painting and Photographic Documentation in September 2022

While evaluating the face painting event in the auditorium lobby, Vinod Verma, CPACS Activity Director
and Coordinator, shared his theatre and performing arts make-up and face-painting skills with students by
bringing home the elements and principles of human face-painting based on given subject and themes.

The Selfie and Beyond The Selfie :
Photography Workshop by CPACS Coordinator at ZHC (E) Delhi University

Chhaya, the Film & Photography Sodety of Zakir Husain College (E), University of Delhi organised
Workshop on Visual Communication and Photography. As Resource Person, CPACS Activity Director Vinod
Verma was invited to conduct the workshop on the subject The Selfie and Beyond The Selfie. Both Theory
and Practice Sessions were held for understanding history and technology of visual arts with reference to
camera’s past, present and future for a deeper human social need of communication beyond the Selfie and skill
development for being able to significance creator in the times that are technologically driven mobile. Digital
technologies interface with camera and have given the digital camera the status of an essential tool of global

visual content creation and instant world wide communication.

Workshop on Visual

Communication and :L_:_dmw"::mﬂ
Phaotograghy
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Series of National Online Faculty Development Programs (FDPs) f
Refresher Courses for capacity building towards
NEP-2020 based Skill Enhancement Courses

oot by
UNIVERSITY OF DELHI
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Photography,
Graphic Design &
Animation and
U:_;iul Film
Production

Students’ Interaction with Abhinav Sharma at CPACS

Retelling the past: Abhinav Sharma ( 2016 MAC DU batch)
narrates the story of his startups on film & graphic design to
current batch students. On 14 February 2023, he visited the Centre
for Performing Arts and Cultural Studies ( MAC DU ) where
he learnt camera skills while participating in three month long
workshops on the film-making on project Shabad Sambhale Boliye
directed and produced by Vinod Verma for CPACS, MAC. While
interacting with students, he spoke about his association with
CPACS and he said that CPACS skills have become his profession
after his graduation and leaving college.

CPACS Activity Director and Coordinator engaged as Nati-
onal Resource Person by Ministry of Education, Govt. of India
(Organised by Delhi University) to conduct FDP in Nov. 2022 on Visual Communication, Photography, Graphic
Design, Animation Film Design and Digital Film Production for University/College faculties across India.

Sharing Food Together During NAAC 2022-23
Make-over of the Centre’s Visual Appearance

AGRANIKA 2023



AspuL KALAM CENTRE
(AKC)

Abdul Kalam Centre was established in Maharaja Agrasen College to provide support facilities to its students
as well as faculty members for carrying out their research activities. Following activities were carried out by
the Centre in the academic year 2022-23

Short-term Courses

Abdul Kalam Centre offered following Short-term Courses for students in the current academic year. The
main objective to start short-term courses in the college was to augment the undergraduate course curriculum,
to empower student to meet challenges after graduating from college and to enhance the soft skills of the
students. Following courses were launched by the centre —

© English Language Course for Professional Success— After the successful completion of ELCPS 1, 2 and 3
(the three chapters conducted between the three consecutive years between 2019 to 2022), this course
aims to take English speaking for professional purposes forward in the following manner:

o  Enable students to understand the basics of professional etiquettes.
o  Fadilitate students in dealing with the various demands and communicative requirements expected

in various professional sectors.
o  Managing conflict within different professional set-ups.
o  Focusontheintegrated-elements of LSRW (Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing) and Grammar
and Vocabulary.
o  Focus on aspects like crisis-management, conversation management during Interviews, telephone
calls, video calls and managing speaking and listening cues during real professional situations
DrIndrani Dasgupta and Dr Guntasha were the Course Coordinators of the Short-term Course and the

duration of the course was 30 hours.

© Enhancing Soft Skills for Employability — Employers today rate soft skills as essential skill sets just as
much as technical skills and qualifications. These are character traits and abilities that can be acquired
and developed for holistic growth both in the professional and personal space. Emotional intelligence is
a significant component of soft skills and refers to self-awareness and self-management along with our
ability to handle interpersonal relationships with empathy and positivity.
This short-term course aims to enhance students’ soft skills to make them desirable team players and
leaders in any organization. This course comprises of modules on Soft Skills, Leadership, Teamwork,
Emotional Intelligence/ Emotional Quotient, Personality Development, Flexibility & Adaptability and
Critical thinking & problem solving. The methodology used includes analysis of case studies and active
interaction in class simulating real time team work and leadership.

Prof. Gitanjali Chawla was the Course Coordinator of the Short-term Course and the duration of the
course was 30 hours.

=



@ Legal Awareness — The course was organized in collaboration with Delhi State Legal Services Authority.
The course covered legal topics of paramount importance including- Right to Information Act, Consumer
Protection Act, Overview of Criminal Justice System, Gender Discrimination and Violence, Domestic
Violence Act, Prevention of Sexual Harassment at Workplace Act, POSCO Act, Victim Compensation &
NALSA Schemes. The resource persons were Judicial Officers, Legal Aid Counsels and Experts in their
respective fields.

Ms Puneeta Agarwal was the Course Coordinator of the Short-term Course and the duration of the course
was 15 hours.

¢ Computer Learning with MS-Office — This short-term course is open for all the students and spedially for
the students of NCWEB. MS Office is used for organizing, handling, and presenting data and information
and that can be helpful to improve the employability skills of the students. Presentations, word files and
excel sheets, all have become a must know for each now a days. With the in-depth knowledge of MS
Office, one can make better presentations, use more features in Word, Excel and thus makes a mark with

style on work performed.
The course started in the last week of March. Dr Kalpana is the Course Coordinator and the duration of

the course is 30 hours.

¢ Application of Digital Technology Tools — In the age of Digital Technology in every sphere of our life,
this course aims to introduce and train the students in Digital Technology Tools. The course shall begin
in the 2nd / 3rd week of April. Dr Ritu Kohli is the Course coordinator Course and the duration of the

course is 30 hours.

¢ Data Analysis for Business Dedision Making — Course Objectives: Classify & Tabulate Raw Data,
graphically represent the Data, Analyze the Graphs, Estimate and Test the Hypothesis, Derive Statistical
Inference

Course Content: Descriptive Statistics, Probability and Probability Distribution, Inferential Statistics,
ANOVA, Regression Analysis.

The third batch of the course was withdrawn in the month of January as University has introduced
similar paper for the SEC courses under the NEP 2020 course framework. Dr Arun Julka and Dr Soma
Garg were the Course Coordinators and the duration of the course was 30 hours.

MAC eLearning Portal

A one-day Workshop on ‘"MAC eLearning Portal’ was organised on 29th November 2022. Around 20 faculty
members attended the program. Faculty members created their new courses as per NEP 2020 Curriculum
framework on the portal. The new users (both faculty and students) were added on the portal.




Ex BHARAT SHRESHTHA BHARAT
(ESSB)

The Government of India's Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat initiative is a modest programme designed
to respect and celebrate our country's rich cultural
legacy and conserve and promote its history, customs,
and values. i
'"‘i‘lqlrm -

According to the Government guidelines, - i

Maharaja Agrasen College of Delhi University :& :""“““’" ¥

founded the MAC-EBSB club in 2019 as part of the ===
flagship initiative of Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat.
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Screening of ‘Azaadi Ki Amrit Kahaniyan’ .

"Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav" is celebrated by the EBSB club of Maharaja Agrasen College, University of Delhi.
The 'Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat' club displayed "Azadi ki Amrit Kahaniya" during an event to convey the
message of the "Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav" project at Maharaja Agrasen College, University of Delhi. "Azadi
Ki Amrit Kahaniya" is a short film series featuring seven remarkable women who have achieved incredible
feats in disciplines such as environmental preservation, healthcare, and aviation. The event was scheduled
at the conference hall on July 22, 2022. Prof. Sanjeev Kr. Tiwari, the principal, provided some wisdom and
guidance through his precious words at the event.

The tales were about seven women changemakers of Indian sodiety. The films were about Basanti Devi,
who dedicated her life to preserving the Kosi river and forest in Uttarakhand, and Anshu Jamsenpa, who
became the first woman to climb Mt. Everest twice in five years.

Harshini Kanhekhar, the first Indian woman firefighter, Poonam Nautiyal, who worked as a frontline
warrior in difficult times and helped Bageshwar achieve a 100% vaccination rate, Thessy Thomas, who came
to be known as Missile Woman of India for her contributions to Agni IV and V, Tanvi Jagdish, India’s first
professional woman standup paddleboarder, and Arohi Pandit, the first woman pilot to solo traverse the
Atlantic and Pacific oceans in a light space aircraft.




The videos were so inspiring that they had a lasting
impression on all of the students and staff members
who attended the event. The event was concluded by
a vote of thanks by one of the coordinators of the Ek
Bharat Shrestha Bharat Club.

Elocution Contest On ‘Unsung Heroes of
the Nation’

The Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat Club of Maharaja
Agrasen College organized an elocution contest on the
theme 'The Unsung Heroes of the Nation’ on August
8, 2022, as part of the Azadi ka Amrit Mohatsav-Har
GharTiranga Campaign. 15 students from various institutions of the University of Delhi took part in the
tournament, and the winners received monetary prizes. The members learned a lot about the nation's unsung
heroes through the contest and were inspired by their contributions, and the event was a huge success.

The MAC-EBSB club is unquestionably a learning experience for its members as well as a nurturing
opportunity for Maharaja Agrasen College. Weaving oneself into civilizations and flowing in the river of
knowledge and human history is a requirement for a country's real progress.

Maharaja Agrasen College is honored to be a part of this extraordinary endeavor to commemorate and
promote India's cultural diversity.




HosTteL COMMITTEE

The Hostel Committee ensure a safe, happy, healthy and hygienic environment for students to reside and thrive
in. Several key repairs were undertaken, and facilities added under the patronage of the Principal, Prof Sanjeev
K Tiwari and the Governing Body. Regular feedback was taken from the students and corrective measures
taken accordingly. The committee is committed to the holistic development of students and organised events

5
DAY TRIF FOR: HOSTELERES: - ADVENTURE ESLAND, ROHINI, DELHI ON 4 FEBRUARY 2023 : ] -, G il g b
B e p il = 5 et £

and festivals to ensure that the hostelers did not miss their families and forged bonds with each other. Every
festival brought them together as a family to plan and organise, to celebrate and enjoy with festive spirit and
cheer. Navratras was celebrated with festivity and cheer on 26 September 2022 which began with Devi Puja
and was followed by the energetic and graceful garba in the beautifully decorated basketball court. Dressed in
lehngas and traditional attire, the girls danced the night away swinging to popular songs. This was followed
by Diwali, which was celebrated on 24 October 2022 with the auspicious Laksmi Puja. Students decorated
the hostel with rangoli and diyas and each one participated in the puja reminiscing the rituals observed in
their homes. A traditional feast was served with customary sweets for this occasion. The organisation of this
festival was led by Akangsha Das, BA (H) Hindi, 2nd Year and Aashi Srivastava, BA (H) English, 2nd Year.

Christmas was celebrated with gay abandonment as the students partied dressed in festive colours on
25 December 2022. The common room was decorated with balloons and psychedelic lights. Archi Yadav, BA
(H) Political Science, 1st Year and Bandna Verma, BSc Mathematical Sciences, 2nd Year led the team which
organised the Christmas party. This was followed by New Year Eve’s celebrations on 31 December 2022 in
the hostel lobby with ‘Comfiest Pajamas” as the dress code. Tanya Soni, BA Programme, 2nd Year and Rounak
Gour, B.Sc. Mathematical Sciences, 2nd Year led the organisation of the New Year Eve’s party. On 10 January
2023, Hindi Diwas Samaroh was organised by students wherein Pragya Tripathi, BA (H) English, 2nd Year,
Riddhi Patel, BA (H) Journalism, 2nd Year, Dakshita Jaiswal, BA (H) Business Economics, 2nd Year and Swati
Surbhi, BA (H) Hindi, 1st Year recited self-composed poetry in Hindi to an avid and appreciative audience.
This was ably organised by Pragya Tripathi, BA (H) English, 2nd Year, Swati Surbhi, BA (H) Hindji, 1st Year
and Dakshita Jaiswal, BA (H) Business Economics, 2nd Year.

The much-awaited freshers party was celebrated on 15 January 2023 with ‘Glam Look’ as the theme.

@
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A series of competitions over three rounds including ramp walk, talent round led to the announcement of
Ms Fresher and other titles. 26 freshers participated enthusiastically in this competition which was judged by
Prof Gitanjali Chawla and Ms Sunita Chauhan. A spedially curated feast and celebratory cake was organised
by the seniors for this event. Archi Yadav, BA (H) Political Science, 1st Year, Samnem Bolok, BA Programme,
1st Year and Deepansha Jain, BA Programme, 1st Year were crowned Miss Fresher, Best Glam look and Best
Dressed respectively. Each fresher was gifted a novel, pen and scrunchy each as a welcome gift. Himanshi
Agarwal, BA (H) English, 3rd Year, Tanu Lohia, BA (H) Political Science, 2nd Year, Neha Dhillon, B.Com,
2nd Year, Rounak Gour, BSc Mathematical Sciences, 2nd Year, Tripti Chauhan, BA Programme, 3rd Year,
Bandna Verma, BSc Mathematical Sciences, 2nd Year and Tanya Soni, BA Programme, 2nd Year were part of

the organisation team.

Lohri and Makar Sakranti were celebrated with much joy and vigour on 14 January 2023. Singing of
Sundar Mundriye was followed by the ritualistic circumambulation of the holy bonfire with offerings of
popcorn, groundnuts and tilladdoos. Dancing and singing around the bonfire ensued and carried on till late
night. The customary Kichadi was served as part of the tradition. Tripti Chauhan, BA Programme, 3rd Year
had taken on the onus for the organisation of Lohri.

Students took a brief respite from classes on 4 February 2023 as they went on a day trip to Adventure
Islands, Rohini, Delhi. 31 students accompanied by Prof Gitanjali Chawla, Prof Abha Mittal, Dr Indrani
Dasgupta and Dr Sunita Chauhan enjoyed the rides and other activities on a sunny winter afternoon. The
entire trip was organised and handled by Himanshi Agarwal, BA (H) English, 3rd Year, Tripti Chauhan, BA
Programme, 3rd Year and Tanu Lohia, BA (H) Political Science, 2nd Year.

A series of sports events were organised in the month of February 2023 which culminated in the college
annual sports day held on 16 February 2023. Prizes were distributed by eminent sports person, Dr Sunita
Godara, winner of the 1992 Asian Marathon Championship and carrier of the Olympic Flame at the 1996

Olympics at Atlanta. Following are the winners of the sports events organised by the Hostel Committee,
Maharaja Agrasen College.




TUG OF WAR - GOLD MEDAL

5. No. Name Course Year
1 Mohini Gurawaliya BA Programme 3¥Year
2 Khushi Singhal BSc (H) Electronics 2Year
3 Neha Dhillon BCom 2*Year
4 Himanshi Agrawal BA (H) English 3 Year
3 Bandna Verma BSc Mathematical Sciences | 2¥Year
6 Aashi Srivastava BA (H) English 2™Year
7 Akangasha Das BA (H) Hindi 2™Year
8 AnmnessaDey BSc (H) Electronics 1=Year
9 Taru Agrawal BCom 1*"Year
10 Mahima Lal BA (H) English 3 TYear
11 Shreya Singh BA (H)Business Economics | 1=Year
TUG OF WAR - SILVER MEDAL
S. No. Name Course Year
1 Rounak Gour BSc Mathematical Sciences | 2*Year
2 Karishma Maddhesiya BCom FYear
3 Tripti Chauhan BA Programme 3 Year
4 Arundhati Sharma BA (H) English 27dYear
5 Tanya Soni BA Programme 2»Year
6 Archi Yadav BA (H) Political Science 1*"Year
7 Anjali Singh BA (H) Political Science 1=Year
8 Lucky Jain BCom 1*Year
9 Arpita Gupta BCom 3 Year
10 Priyanka Saraswat BS5c Mathematical Sciences | 3 Year
KHO-KHO- GOLD MEDAL
S. No. Name Course Year
1 Khushi Singhal BSc (H) Electronics 2"Year
2 Neha Dhillon BCom 2ndYear
3 Archi Yadav BA (H) Political Science 1=*Year
4 Mohini Gurawaliya BA Programme FYear
3 Bandna Verma BSc Mathematical Sciences 2IYear
6 Arpita Gupta BCom 3Year
7 Tanu Lohia BA (H) Political Science 2"Year
8 Taru Agarwal BCom 1=*Year
9 Smriti Ranjan BA Programme FYear
10 Rounak Gour BSc Mathematical Sciences 2Mear
11 Tripti Chauhan BA Programme FYear
KHO-KHO - SILVER MEDAL
5. No. |Name Course Year
1 Himanshi Agarwal BA (H) English FiYear
2 Arundhati Sharma BA (H) English 2*Year
3 Tanya Soni BA Programme 2™Year
4 Sunidhi Dutt Dubey BA (H) Political Science F9Year
5 Siya Pundir BA (H) English 3 Year
6 Riddhi Patel BA (H) Journalism 2*Year
7 Riddhima Kapoor BA (H) English 2»Year
8 Arpita Shudhanshu B.Com 2™Year
AGRANIKA 2023




E | Amritha Murali | BA (H) Business Economics | 1%Year
CHESS - GOLD MEDAL
5. No. Name Course Year
1 Arundhati Sharma BA (H) English 2Year
CHESS - SILVER MEDAL
S. No. | Name Course Year
1 Tripti Chauhan BA Programme F*Year
2 Rounak Gour BSc Mathematical Sciences 2™ Year
BADMINTON - GOLD MEDAL
S.No. |Name Course Year
1 Khushi Singhal BSc (H) Electronics | 2™Year
BADMINTON - SILVER MEDAL
S5.No. |Name Course Year
1 Karishma Maddhesiya BCom F*Year
2 Himanshi Agarwal BA (H) English F*Year
RELAY RACE - 1* PRIZE
5. No. Name Course Year
1 Arundhati Sharma BA (H) English 2*Year
2 Anjali Singh Rajpoot BA (H) Political Science 1*Year
3 AmrithaMurali BA (H) Business | 1**Year
Economics
4 AadrikaDubey BA Programme 1**Year
RELAY RACE - 2~ PRIZE
S. No. | Name Course Year
il Neha Dhillon BCom 2"Year
2 Rounak Gour BSc Mathematical Sciences | 2Year
3 Mahima Lal BA (H) English F*Year
4 Samnen Bolok BA Programme 1=*Year
Relay Race — 31 Prize
S. No. [ Name Course Year
1 Annessa Dey BSc (H) Electronics 1**Year
2 Aashi Srivastava BA (H) English 22Year
% Siya Pundir BA (H) English 3 Year
4 Sunidhi Dutt Dubey BA (H) Political Science F*Year
RACE (100 METRE) — 1*'PRIZE
S.No. |Name Course Year
1 Chanchal Sharma BA Programme 1*Year
2 Annessa Dey B.Sc (H) Electronics 1*Year
RACE (100 METRE) — 2" PRIZE
S.No. |Name Course Year
1 Archi Yadav BA (H) Political Science 1**Year
RACE (100 METRE) — 3 PRIZE
S.No. |Name Course Year
i Khushi Singhal BSc (H) Electronics F?Year
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INTERNAL COMPLAINTS
CommitTEE - (ICC)

Maharaja Agrasen College, University of Delhi has a ZERO tolerance policy against sexual harassment.
The Maharaja Agrasen College Internal Complaints Committee was constituted in 2015 according to norms
specified in the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013.
The committee follows due protocol in redressal of complaints and works proactively towards increasing
gender sensitization by organising lectures by Lawyers and other experts to disseminate the finer nuances
of the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013. It also
seeks periodic feedback from students and is committed to ensuring a safe environment for girls within the
college.

The Internal Complaints Committee 2022-23 comprising of Ms Puneeta Agarwal, Prof Gitanjali Chawla,
Prof T.N. Ojha, Mr Rajinder Singh Bisht, Ms Heena Jain, Ms Manisha Agarwal Narain, Advocate (External
Member) and student members Ms Anudita Vashistha (BCOM (H), 2nd Year), Ms Sonam Dobriyal (BSc
Physical Science, 2nd year) and Ms Tanak Langer (BA (H) Journalism, 2nd year) worked proactively towards
increasing gender sensitization and ensuring the dissemination of the Sexual Harassment of Women at
Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013 by organizing several sensitization programmes.

Pursuant to directions by NALSA & DSLSA under the campaign “Empowerment of Citizens through
Legal Awareness and Outreach”, a help desk was set up for girls to spread legal awareness in college on 11
November 2022. Relevant pamphlets and leaflets were distributed amongst students free of cost.

A10days add-on certified course was organized which commenced on 16 January 2023 in collaboration with
NALSA & DLSA (East). The course covered topics such as the constitution of India & its vision, fundamental
rights and fundamental duties, overview of matrimonial cases, laws related to FIRs, gender issues, children,
senior citizens and transgenders etc. 28 students successfully completed this course on 6 February 2023.

On 25 January 2023 an awareness
and sensitization program was
organized for students of the college
at 3 pm in the conference room. Ms
Saema Jain, Ld Secretary, DLSA
(East) was the resource person.
Furthermore, in collaboration with
DLSA (East) and Abhinay, The Street
Play Sodety, MAC ECA, a nukkad
natak was performed on 8 February
2023 at 12:30 pm. The performance
was by Asmita theatre group under
project “Sparsh — Give care and
not scars — Ending Vitriolage”. The
nukkad natak was appreciated by
students who watched the play in
. large numbers
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Aworkshop on mass awareness and training cum sentization program on women rights was also organized
in association with NS5,NCC and hostel committee of college . workshop was conducted by office of District
Magistrate office (East) and DLSA .

The committee also conducted a safety audit of girls within the college premises and is working towards

creating a safe and secure environment for girls.

Delhi, Delhi, India
. JOAC+CRO, Ganpati Mandir Marg, Vasundhara
Enclave, Delhi, 110098, India
Lat 28.602929°
27R4°




INTERNAL QUALITY
Assurance CELL (IQAC)

Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC), Maharaja Agrasen College has been constantly working to develop
a quality system to improve the academic and administrative performance of the College. The mandate of
MAC- IQAC is to develop an all-inclusive quality culture in the college by channeling and synergizing the
etforts of all constituent stake holders of the college and work towards academic excellence and progress.

The MAC- IQAC 2022-23 comprising of Principal as Chairperson and Prof Maneesha as the Coordinator
along with teachers-in-charge and administrative officials work in tandem to prepare the academic calendar
prior to the t of the session. Paper wise and semester wise result analysis were performed and
submitted to IQAC by departments. The follow up remedial measures were discussed in the IQAC. Student
mentor- mentee lists for 2022-23 were uploaded on the website. The Student satisfaction survey was discussed
and analysed by the IQAC members in the meetings and appropriate actions were recommended.

MAC - IQAC along with MAC NAAC steering committee submitted the SSR to NAAC for 2nd cycle.
Earlier the IQAC had duly filled and submitted the four AQARs to the NAAC. The 2nd cycle SSR was duly
submitted on time thanks to the cooperation and involvement of all IQAC members during the collation of
data.

Beginning with the academic session 2022-23, University of Delhi has already approved the implementation
of National Education Policy 2020. And to bring in the desired transformation in higher education, University
of Delhi has formulated an Undergraduate Curriculum Framework 22 (UGCF-2022) to align with the National
Education Policy (NEF) 2020. In this regard, MAC- IQAC organized an orientation program for the faculty on
‘Understanding Undergraduate Curriculum Framework 2022°on 13 September 2022 to understand in depth
about the curriculum framework UGCF -2022 for effective implementation of NEP 2020.The resource person
for the program was Prof Pankaj Arora, Dean Student Welfare and Director of Institute of Life Long Learning,
DU.Prof Arora had been actively involved in the formulation of UGCF 2022 and the implementation of NEP in
University of Delhi. More than 100 faculty members benefitted from the orientation program.
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MAC NAAC STEERING
ComMITTEE REPORT

The MAC NAAC Steering Committee comprised of Prof Sanjeev K Tiwari, Officiating Principal with Prof
Gitanjali Chawla and Prof Maneesha as convenors and Prof Praveen K Pandey, Ms Puneeta Agarwal and
Mr Dipin Arora as members. Abbey Thom Sunil, student of BA Programme, 3rd year was coopted as a
student coordinator. The committee was entrusted with the task of collecting data and submitting the Self
Study Report to the National Assessment and Accreditation Council for its second cycle of accreditation. The
college administration received the IEQA (Institutional Eligibility for Quality Assurance) in January 2022. The
committee had already commenced the preparation of collation of data needed for the SSR. The committee
submitted the SSR before the deadline thanks to the cooperation of each and every stakeholder of the institute.
The committee would like to place on record its appreciation of not just the college administration (Admin
office, Accounts, and Library) but all faculty members who contributed in every possible way. The entire
college stood together and worked as a cohesive team to support the MAC NAAC Steering Committee, which
was also much appreciated by the peer visit members.

Two mock visits were scheduled to ensure complete preparedness. The first was an internal one with
members of the IQAC and the second was conducted by Prof. M.M.Chaturvedi and Prof Suman Kumar, who

were extremely generous with their time and suggestions.

The NAAC peer member visit was scheduled for 6-7 December 2022. The three-member team included
Dr. Rajnish Sharma, Pro Vice Chancellor, Chitkara University; Dr. Ajeya K Gupta, Professor, Department of
Commerce, DDU Gorakhpur University and Dr. Chandrakant Mandlik, Principal, Mahatma Phule Nutan
Mahavidyalaya.

The peer team members interacted with every stakeholder of the college; the administration, the members
of the Governing Body, members of the IQAC, all faculty and non-teaching members. Not only did they meet
the students but also several parents and alumni who took time out from their busy schedules to be available
in college. They interacted with faculty during department presentations and gave valuable and pertinent
suggestions for improvement. They visited every facility that the college offers and spent time looking into
the processes followed by the college administration. The students showcased their extra-curricular skills and
talent in a cultural mélange especially prepared for the peer team members.

The exit meeting was held on 7 December 2022 in which the Chairperson, Prof Rajnish Sharma addressed
the faculty and non-teaching staff before
handing over the report to the Prindpal
The report not only took into account the
multifarious achievements of the college but
also gave proactive suggestions on how to turn
our challenges into opportunities.

An assessment of this nature is
essential for the institute as it gives us an
objectiveperspective of where we are headed.
The college was accredited Grade ‘A’ with an

improved score of 3.14 GPA.
[
A
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MAHARAJA AGRASEN COLLEGE
LiBRARY

The Library of Maharaja Agrasen College was
established in 1994 with a wide range collection of
45229 books across various disciplines. It subscribes
to a total number of 14 newspapers and 25 magazines
& print journals. It is also directly connected with
DU Network, so users can easily access around
47000 e-journals on social science, sciences through
various commercial databases. It has around 135000
e-books on (Log in) basis and 5000 ejournals on (Log
in) basis.The audio-visual collection of the library
has around 269 CD/DVDs.

The library houses volumes on History,
Psychology, Religion, Social Sciences, Language
and Literature, Art and Culture, Political Science,
Mathematics, Economics and has a good, updated
collection of reference books.

The library has had ‘ALICE FOR WINDOW' Library Management Software Package’ since 2013. Online
Public Access Catalogue (OPAC) too, has been in place to ensure easy access of books for the users.

In this academic session the process to upgrade to the more current and efficient library system KOHA
was initiated in the month of January. The training service providers are holding workshops with our library
staff and are creating suitable templates and interfaces as per our specific requirements.

The library is also in the process of updating and upgrading its current infrastructure and facilities. CCTV
cameras have been installed in and around the premises. Work on Kindle tablets and RFID for books and

resources is underway.

Library Services & Facilities

The library offers bibliography services, selective information dissemination services and plagiarism check
services (via URKUND) on demand. It also offers reference service, both through Ready Reference Service
as well as Long Range Reference Service. The library has outsourced reprography services including
photocopying, scanning and printing of documents. The library plans to offer CAS (Current Awareness
Service), in terms of which lists of books added will be periodically emailed to faculty and students for their
reference apart from displaying book jackets of new books on the board.

E- SERVICES

The library provides remote access through DU e-library app. It also offers free institutional membership
to N-List and the DULS Database to both teachers and students.

' AGRANIKA 2023
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Library Activities

&

Library Orientation for Students: In this academic session, the Library Orientation programme for first
year students enrolled in all the courses was conducted between 28th November and 15th December.
This is conducted for first year students at the beginning of each academic session to familiarize them
with library facilities, rules and protocols.

Library Bookfair and Exhibition: The annual bookfair and exhibition was held on 8th February, 2023.
Close to 35 publishers and industry associates participated in the book exhibition cum sale. The event
was well attended by teachers and students alike. Books could be purchased for personal purposes
and also requisitioned for the library. Noted academician Prof. K. P. Singh was the chief guest for the
occasion. Principal, Professor Sanjeev Kr. Tiwari stressed that the cultivation of a diligent reading culture
is an important aspect of institutional life. Professor K.P Singh in his address talked of the necessity
of commitment towards acquisition of knowledge as a means of intellectual advancement as well as
of understanding cultural heritage. He also stressed the importance of learning through observation
apart from reading and insisted that knowledge acquired must culminate in knowledge applied for the
betterment of all.

A workshop for teachers on Information Literacy on DULS and N-List is to be conducted in the second
week of March.




NATIONAL CADET CROPS
(NCCQ)

National Cadet Corps - One of the largest youth organisations of the country which trains and motivates the
young cadets to inculcate a sense of discipline in their lives and to become useful human resources for the
nation. With its motto Unity and Discipline, it not only helps cadets to imbibe the spirit of Patriotism and sense
of togetherness but also inculcate leadership qualities which help them in every walk of life.

Maharaja Agrasen College started its first batch of Girls NCC in 2020. The enthusiastic and determined
cadets of MAC NCC participated in various Competitions, Camps and expeditions.

The cadets participated in the pulse polio immunisation programme, Puneet Sagar Abhiyaan and
attended their annual training Camp 2022. Continuing with the awareness campaign, MAC NCC took the
lead and organised Har Ghar Tiranga Flag Distribution in the college itself. Various other activities like
Covid awareness drive, Cleanliness drive and celebrating Independence day and national unity day. Cadet
Keerthana Rajeev and Cdt Nisha Halder completed their EBSB-IDC & YEP Camp held at DGNCC, Delhi cantt
from 31st July to 16th August, 2022. Cadet Rounak Gaur attended Thal Sainik Camp held from 14 September-
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25 September 2022 in which the Delhi Directorate secured 2nd position after 18 years of anticipation. 7 Cadets
participated in the annual Prime Minister's Rally 2023 and represented our college. 3 cadets had attended the
camp for introduction to scuba diving. MAC NCC celebrated Republic Day 2023 in the college where cadets
participated in Drill, Guard of Honour and cultural performances and made it a great event.

NCC not only gives the cadets an opportunity to explore their talents but makes them aware about our
country's unity within diversity. It supports them to become a confident person by volunteering in different

activities of learning.




NCWEB MAC

As India embarks on a journey towards ‘Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao’— an initiative emphasising gender
inclusivity and empowerment, the role of educational institutions is becoming even more crucial. To bridge
the gender gap, the NCWEB centre of Maharaja Agrasen College, since its inception in 2011, has emphasised
providing its” women students facilities which could help empower them. Over the years, the centre has tried
to keep up with the changing needs of its students, providing them with facilities which are at par with the
ones’ given by the best educational institutions in India.

This year, under the able leadership of the Teacher in Charge (TIC), Ms. Puneeta Agarwal, along with
the Principal of Maharaja Agrasen College, Professor Sanjeev Kumar Tiwari, and various teaching and non-
teaching staff, the centre organised activities focusing on students’ holistic development, ensuring that they

are endowed with avenues to help them realise their potential in the academic and non-academic domain.

Learning Beyond Classroom

To foster an environment that could help students understand the potential of education, the centre this year
organised an e-workshop on ‘Fundamentals of Stock Market’, conducted by Dr Alok Puranik, an Associate
Professor at the department of commerce, Maharaja Agrasen College. The centre held a second workshop on
‘Stock Market and Trading’, which the presence of CS ]. K. Baerja, an industry expert and former Professor
at Shyam Lal College, had graced. NCWEB organised “Sadak Suraksha Abhiyan” on 27th November 2022 to
impart knowledge about road safety and its importance.

Environmental Consciousness

The centre held various events emphasising our relationship with Nature. Its Vasundhara club, which focuses
on instilling environmental consciousness, celebrated Wozld Environment Day on 5th June 2022. The day was
marked by a plantation drive to create a greener and cleaner environment. Further, throughout the year, the
centre and its students continuously engage in waste management drives.

Empowerment through Sports

Sports has become a prime activity in the life of students. The college life of a student will remain incomplete if
there are no competitive sports events to showcase their talent. To make a wide variety of sports available, the
centre initiated badminton and Cricket clubs for the first time in NCWEB. On 5th February 2023, the centre
held the Annual Sports Day ‘SPARDHA’, with Professor (Dr) Geeta Bhatt, Director NCWEB, University Of
Delhi, as the Chief Guest of the program. The centre is proud to be associated with Latika, a para-badminton
silver medalist at Japan's Asia Junior Exchange Games.

Annual Events

The annual day was held on July 17 2022, where Professor Sushma Yadav (UGC member) was the chief
guest. It was further graced by Professor Sanjeev Kumar Tiwari (Principal of Maharaja Agrasen College), Prof.
Maneesha and Prof. Geetanjali Chawla. On this very auspicious day, the centre launched its first e-magazine,
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‘s, Embarking on the crucdial role of education in women's lives, the students presented a play, ‘U *&H
A e #1 SR’ On December 17, 2022, the NCWEB centre (MAC) organised the Annual Orientation day,
educating the students about the ‘New Education Policy (NEP)" under the able guidance of Dr. Arun Julka, a
faculty at Maharaja Agrasen College.

The centre also organised the much-awaited function of the NCWEB Education Centre at Maharaja
Agrasen College, ‘SPARDHA’, its Annual Cultural Fest, on 12th February 2022. Around 25 cultural events
were held on the college premise, ranging from rangoli, sketching, debate, poster making, quiz, extempore,
hair styling, singing, best out of waste, and face painting. The alumni of NCWEB centre (MAC), Simran
Bhardwaj, a renowned Punjabi Singer, marked her presence through her scintillating performance.

An emphasis towards a stronger Nation

On 24th July 2022, the centre showcased ‘ SSTET ®1 $7a 8141, highlighting the stories of women'’s struggle
and their achievements. Revisiting the horrors of partition, the students took out a silent march to observe
“Partition Horrors Remembrance Day” on 14th August 2022. The students proactively participated in the
country-wide drive, ‘80 = fd@N’ which focuses on the crucial role played by every household in what
constitutes the Nation, symbolised through the ‘dfM’, the three coloured national flag of India. The students
have actively participated in the college's National Cadet Corps (NCC) for years.

Beyond College

Our students marked their presence outside the college, showcasing their zeal and talent outside the college.
They participated at competition held at NCWEB on ‘ T%1a 9wl Hig'. The students performed the Uttaranchal
folk dance to commemorate the centenary celebration of the University of Delhi at Maharaja Agrasen College.
The students and faculty marked their active participation at the National Conference, NCWEB university.
The students engaged in an awareness program aimed at educating voters by the Election Commission. The
centre students competed at the Inter-center competition organised by the NCWEB university and secured
2nd position in the group dance and group song category.




THE NATIONAL SERVICE
ScHEME (NSS)

The National Service Scheme (INSS) is a dynamic =
platform that offers young individuals a
unique opportunity to contribute to society in
meaningful ways. It is more than just a society;
it's a way of life that fosters the values of empathy, ‘ s - oD . i
social responsibility, and selfless service. NS5 | 3 B = e S Aiin T&"h-?ﬁrfﬁ 1 2
provides a plethora of avenues for volunteers VA " . R W TR - oo
to engage in various social initiatives, including ¥ o
awareness drives, community service projects, :
and skill development workshops. The platform
not only enhances the personal growth and
development of the volunteers but also helps in
building a better society by creating a sense of
social harmony and responsibility. The NSS Maharaja Agrasen chapter is headed by Mr. Yogeshwar Singh,
Programme Officer and guided by dedicated faculty, Dr. Charu Arya, Ms. Indrani Das Gupta, Dr. Vandana
Kumari, Dr. Shruti Goel, Mr. Amit Kumar, Ms. Sonam Bhati, Mr. Aditya Premdeep, Mr. Ankush Kumar Jindal,
Dr. Chhavi Bhatnagar, Mr. Ashutosh Jaiswal, Mr. Vickey Mehriya. The volunteers are represented by Anika
Kapur, President; Divyam, Vice-President; Vikram, Secretary, and Diksha Rana, Treasurer.

INSS team at MAC is divided into 9 different units. These are as follows:

Agrani: Since its inception, Agrani has organised several events, online and offline, to promote gender
equality by celebrating women’s day through talks, social media campaigns, and seminars.

Samarthaya: Moving towards the goal of Global Equality, Samarthaya- the equal opportunity cell works
towards the promotion of fairness and giving equal access and opportunities to all castes, creed and to people
of different abilities. Working towards this goal, the team has made arrangements for wheelchairs in campus,
celebrated days of importance like Zero Discrimination Day, Youth Day and organised several events to help

others and raise awareness.
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ABHI: The MAC-NSS unit has adopted Baroji village in the Mewat district of the state of Haryana and
the Nistauli village in Ghaziabad District of Uttar Pradesh. The Agrasen Baroji Help Initiative helps in the
development of these villages by organising plantation drives and raising awareness on social issues like

education, equality, and government policies.

Pedal Power: MAC-NSS has a very active bicycle club known as Pedal Power. This club works for the
promotion of health and a healthy lifestyle for all. The College has purchased around 40 bicycles for the said

purpose.

Swachhta: Following the policy of Clean India, Green India, the club has dedicatedly worked for the
promotion of cleanliness to save the environment. Organising regular cleanliness drives, promoting segregation
of waste, collection of plastic and tetra pack containers are a small part of the big initiative and responsibility
taken up by the unit. This team works for raising awareness in preserving ecological balance.

Akshar: Under this project, volunteers provide quality education to the children from underprivileged
sections of the sodety. Over 100 students from nearby colonies like Dallupura and Kondli are enrolled in the
project and daily classes from Monday to Friday for two hours are held in the college premises. The team also
holds regular parent teacher meetings. Furthermore, under this unit, all round development of the students
is undertaken, like organising self-defence workshops, cleanliness seminars, events on promotion of equality,
life and mental health, celebration of days like Children’s Day, Annual Day, and organisation of health check-
ups. This is a self-funded project and raises money via Diwali mela and stalls for its daily expenses.

Tasavvur: It is the art and photography club of NS5, MAC. From celebrating Mother’s Day by organising
photography day, this unit also facdilitates in organising the decorations and photo booth, etc., for important

events.

Syaahi: Syaahi is the writing club of NS5 MAC. It promotes and fosters the values and ideals of NSS
through language and literature. The young creative minds of the club organise fun poet meet up, storytelling
sessions and open mics while running their separate social media pages, blog and having a published magazine

of their own.

Sanjaal: Since the onset of COVID, the functioning and working style of everything around us has
drastically changed. These changes led to an inexorable dependence on technology and this led to the birth
of the Sanjaal Team. Sanjaal, the tech team of NSS unit makes sure that all tech requirements of every unit
are fulfilled. Their work starts from the designing of posters and running social media promotion campaigns,
includes smooth tech functioning during the event including live stream, projector, etc. and ends after making
sure that the entire event is covered, photographed and promoted. While helping in events, this team also runs
all the official social media accounts and online campaigns raising awareness on several issues.

The NSS unit of Maharaja Agrasen College undertook the following activities during 2022-23 academic

session:

=
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Plantation Drive:

The MAC-NSS organised the Plantation Drive to support the concept of Go Green and raise awareness
regarding saving the environment. More than twenty trees were planted in this drive along with some plants
and herbs. Many students and faculty members participated in this plantation drive.

Blood Donation and Health Check-up:

It organised a blood donation and health check-up camp in collaboration with AIIMS, Max Healthcare, Clove
Dental and Centre for Sight on 7 April, 2023 in college. 110 units of blood was donated by students, teaching,
and non-teaching staff members.

Tiranga Yatra and Har Ghar Tiranga Abhiyan:

A Tiranga Yatra and Tiranga Distribution Drive was organised to celebrate the Har Ghar Tiranga initiative of
the Government of India. National flag was distributed amongst students, faculty, non-teaching staff members,

Silent March:

NSS organised a Silent March to remember the martyrdom of our war heroes and freedom fighters in which
volunteers marched along the route through SRCASW, DDA market, Somerville School and then back to
college. All volunteers and teachers wore black clothes along with black masks to pay their homage.

Raksha Bandhan and Janmashtami:

The volunteers celebrated Janmashtami and Raksha Bandhan Festivals with the Akshar students. The children
made handmade Rakhis and greeting cards for Janmashtami. The best entries were rewarded with gift prizes.

Poetry competition and Padyatra:

The Pedal Power club organized a poetry competition and a padyatra on the occasion of the birth anniversary
of Indian freedom fighter, Shaheed Bhagat Singh.

Hindi Diwas:
The volunteers celebrated Hindi Diwas with the Akshar students to encourage and promote the language
amongst the children. For the said purpose a workshop on the importance of Hindi Language was organised.

i
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Comic strip and Story Retelling Competition:

The Syaahi organized a four-panel comic strip making competition and a story retelling competition on the
occasion of international comic week to encourage the creativity, thinking and story writing skills amongst the
students.

Diwali Mela:

The volunteers celebrated Diwali with the children taught under project Akshar. They also organized an
exhibition of the decorative materials, diyas and candles made by the kids to be bought by the students and
faculty.

Clean India 2.0 Awareness:

The team organized an awareness drive on Clean India about waste management and its importance.

Sadak Suraksha Abhiyan:

It organized awareness session on the road safety and
rules an individual must obey while being on the road
to admit his personal as well as others safety.

Children's Day:

The volunteers celebrated Children Day with the
Akshar students in which many fun games were
conducted and the children were rewarded for their
efforts.

Lohri Celebration:

The volunteers and Akshar students celebrated the
auspidious festival of Lohri and Makar Sankranti.

Gender Equality Workshop:

To make students understand the importance of gender equality, the Akshar volunteers organised a gender
equality interactive workshop in which the message
was conveyed through a skit.

Lekh Rachna:

An online essay writing competition was conducted on
the occasion of VEER BAL DIWAS. The main aim was

to spread awareness to commemorate and honour the




martyrdom of sons of Guru Gobind Singh-Zorawar
Singh and Fateh Singh.

Plog Run:

A PLOG RUN was conducted by the N5S Swachchta
unit to keep our surroundings clean and trash free,

and to raise awareness on waste management.

Slogan Writing and Quiz Competition:

An online slogan writing and quiz competition was
conducted in remembrance of Netaji Subash Chandra
Bose, on his birth anniversary.

MAC NSS volunteers have also participated in the
events organised by University of Delhi and Ministry
of Youth and Affairs during 2022-23 academic session:

Centenary Celebration:

The MAC NSS volunteers participated in the Centenary Celebration of Umversﬂy of De]]u orgamseci in the
Indoor stadium of the University, in which the Vice President of India, Shri Venkaiah Naidu, was the Chief
Guest. The volunteers participated as discipline volunteers, refreshment volunteers and were appreciated by
the Programme Officer of NSS, University of Delhi.

Lecture Series:

The MAC NSS volunteers participated in international lecture series organized by the department of Political
Science, University of Delhi, in which Honorable Home Minister, Shri Amit Shah was the chief guest. The
volunteers had enthusiastically participated in the discipline duties.

Bicycle Rally:
The MAC NSS volunteers participated in the Bicycle Rally organised by the Ministry of Youth and Affairs on
the occasion of World Bicycle Day, where Shri Anurag Thakur was the Chief Guest.

Centenary Run:

The MAC NSS participated in the Centenary Run organized by the University of Delhi, where Shri Neeraj
Chopra, the Olympic Gold Medallist was the Chief Guest.

Yoga Day, University of Delhi:

The MAC NSS volunteers participated in Yoga Day celebration, organised by the University of Delhi on the
occasion of International Yoga Day. The volunteers tried many new and different yoga poses and pledged to
make yoga an inseparable part of their lives.

Run for Unity:

The volunteers participated in the Run for Unity organized by the Ministry of Youth and Affairs on the occasion
of National Unity Day, in which our volunteers ran from Major Dhyan Chand Stadium to India Gate.

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan:
The MAC NSS volunteers had participated in the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, cleaning drive organised by the
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Ministry of Youth and Affairs in the Old Fort of Delhi and nearby areas in which Shri Anurag Thakur was the
chief guest.

Plog Run:

The volunteers participated in the Plog Run organized by the Ministry of Youth and Affairs in Chandni Chowk
to promote Clean India 2.0, where Honorable Home Minister, Shri Amit Shah was the Chief Guest.

Tiranga Yatra:

The MAC NSS volunteers participated in the Tiranga Yatra organised by the University of Delhi, to promote
Har Ghar Tiranga Abhiyaan. They covered the entire area of North Campus with tiranga.

Yuva Samvad:

The MAC NSS volunteers participated in the Yuva Samvad organised by the Ministry of Youth and Affairs in
which Shri Anurag Thakur was the Chief Guest. In this Samvad, they projected the idea of youth’s contribution
towards making the India the global leader.

AMRITPEX - 2023:

The volunteers participated in the National Philatelic Exhibition, AMRITPEX - 2023 by University of Delhi
celebrating Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.




STUDENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
(SAC)

Student Advisory Committee is dedicated to the cause of guiding the students’ council and in offering plethora
of opportunities to students to participate in academic and other curricular activities. This Committee became
operational in the year 2013 with the initiation of the first National Student Academic Congress on “Educational
reforms: The Way Forward.” From 2016 onwards, SAC also committed to electing the Student Union of the
College in accordance with University of Delhi norms. With the establishment of the Student Union, this
Committee initiated a new era of student representation with its first democratically elected student body.

In this academic session, Student Advisory Committee organized a one-day workshop on “Ethics in
Academia” on 28 September 2022. The resource persons for this workshop, Prof. Gitanjali Chawla and Dr
Pratibha Rai sought to create awareness on the interface between writing skills and ethical practices, and also
focused on the use of different multimedia approaches to enhance students’ research skills.

Student Advisory Committee organized a two-day National Student Academic Congress on “Power
of Youth: Rights and Responsibilities” on April 10-11, 2023. This conference, 6th in the series of all-India
level conferences, organized for undergraduate and postgraduate students provided a platform for students
to deliberate on issues related to youth and how our young population could envision a new democratic
and sustainable future. The Chief Guest in the Inaugural Session, Prof. Sangit Kumar Ragi elaborated from
examples drawn from Ashtavakra Gita on how youth can negotiate cosmic forces to fashion an ethical world.
The Chairperson for the Inaugural session, Dr Sunil Sondhi directed the attention of the students towards
knowledge as always exploratory and as constantly charting unfamiliar terrain. The Principal, Prof. Sanjeev
Kumar Tiwari offered factual data to substantiate on how India’s global eminence is and will remain due to
our young minds continually striving towards excellence. The Chief Guest for the Valedictory session, Dr
Abhishek Tandon outlined power as a moral responsibility, and where youth should rely on factual knowledge
rather than succumbing to peer pressure in their quotidian existence. Dr Tandon charted the role of youth as
agents of truth where their multiple choices of employing different mechanisms to negotiate between rights
and responsibilities would ensure the rise of India as the superpower which the world looks up to.

The conference was a huge success primarily because the student volunteers were involved in every
aspect of the conference: from planning to organizing, and executing the event. Apart from increasing their
knowledge about the role of youth in sodety and how they strategically use their rights without abandoning
their responsibilities, this conference offered
the students to hone their leadership and
organizing skills.

The Student Advisory Committee willin the
coming academic session continue to organize
talks, lectures, workshops and conferences for 3§
students where diverse kinds of knowledge |
will be imparted to them for securing job
opportunities and also to implement the vision
of our college, which is to create a holistic,
ethical and sustainable world.
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TRAINING AND PLACEMENT CELL
(TPC)

The training and placement cell of Maharaja Agrasen College had a very successful year. Under the guidance of
Dr. Sachin Kumar, the unit was able to create an environment that promotes personal and intellectual growth.
The objective of the cell is to provide a conducive environment that encourages the students to develop their
social and intellectual skills.

Now that the world is largely reliant on technology, including working online, cellular communication
has become even more prevalent. The cell constantly interacts with companies and students through social
media platforms like Email, Facebook, LinkedIn, Instagram and WhatsApp.

The Placement Cell of Maharaja Agrasen College has the goal of enhancing the intellectual, social, and
personal growth of students by providing support throughout their educational experience. Additionally, we
believe that all students have the right to access them, for advice on any issues or concerns. The Training and
placement cell of maharaja Agrasen College had the grand ambition of providing an intellectually stimulating
education for students that will help in there professional life.

Starting with the academic year 2022-23, cell plans to host various training sessions, seminars and
workshops designed to help students with their college studies Afterwards, the Cell organizes a variety of
very interactive and intensive workshops in order to interest as many students as possible.

The Cell brings various reputed organizations and experts such as Mr. Chitranjan Prasad and Mr.
Gaurav Birla for Insight into media and Entertainment Industry, Prof Pragya Gupta for Goal Setting and time
management, Ms. Damini Jayul a soft skill trainer for Making an Impactful Presentation, Mr. G Rajput a gold
medalist ex-civilian for the UPSE- CSE.

Students intern and also placed with various companies and NGOs including Dell, SMC, Wipro, VTEK,
Bhumio, Rhethorica Strategic Communication etc. In this an age the assodiation still took a chance of NAAC
visit. Cell also communicate accompanying the appendage and future plan explained and Discuss.

By creating relevant resources with personal development, training, campus recruitment, and a full
complement of technical etiquettes, the Training and Placement cell is continuously trying to shorten or
close the gap between student skills and industry needs. More workshops and job fairs are currently being
held by the Training and
Placement Cell, which will
hopefully provide students
with beneficial experiences.
In addition to attracting
companies, our goal is to
better equip students to seize
opportunities when they arise.
We shall keep working to
clear the path or the roadmap
for the students’ development
and professional launch.
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WAsSTE MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE

The Waste Management Committee was started as part of the Green Initiative of the college. The Committee
has been working under the guidance of Ms. Puneeta Agarwal in collaboration with IPCA (Indian Pollution
Control Association) to reach the milestone of a “Zero Waste Campus”. Its members include- Prof. Maneesha
Pachauri, Dr. Niraj Kumar Singh, Ms. Aarti Nagar, Ms. Newme, Mr. Prabeera Sethy, Mr. Arun Mudgal and Dr.
Sushmita Rajwar along with its strong team of student volunteers.

The Committee started with proper segregation of Waste in college campus- paper, plastic, wet and
e-waste. The Committee started its work through Awareness Wokshop on Segregation of Organic Waste for
Recycling and Treatment on 22nd July 2022 organised in collaboration with [PCA (Indian Pollution Control
Association) where the students, gardeners and housekeeping statf were provided training in segregation of
waste.

Students support is crudial and regular sensitization of other students is being done by the Committee
through awareness programmes. The Committee believes in Sustainable Living and Development and has the
motto- Recycle, Reuse and Reduce (follow the three R’s). Regular sensitization of teaching, non-teaching staff,
students as well as neighbouring areas of the college campus is also being done by the Committee.

The Paper Waste Management Team started its first round of paper waste collection from various
departments, office, photocopy shop and the girls hostel with the help of its student volunteers. Under the
ongoing agreement with Jaagruti NGO, the Committee successfully sent 1350 kg of paper waste in August 2022
for recycling purposes. In return, the Committee received recycled paper rims which were also distributed to
various departments and some recycled paper notepads. After the first round of collection paper waste bins
have been placed in the campus at designated places for proper segregated disposal of paper. All the collected
paper from these bins is then collected at a designated place in college premises for storage. A dedicated team
of student volunteers is in charge of the supervision of paper waste segregation.

The Wet Waste Management Team started its work after the inauguration of the Six Wet Waste Compost
Bins with a capacity of 400 litres in collaboration with [PCA (Indian Pollution Control Association), Mr. Ashish
Jain on 15th August, 2022. The Gardeners, Student volunteers and housekeeping were provided training in
workshop for the use of the compost bins. The maintenance of the bins is being done by the gardeners and
a strong team of student volunteers. There have been three cycles of Wet Waste Decomposition (manure)
harvested from two bins weighing a total of 190 kgs. 40 litres of compost leachate is also being produced
through the bins which is also used as compost.

Some green garden waste also used in compost bins, rest goes to horticulture pits. Student Campaigns
and Outreach Programme have been the main force behind the successful operations of the Wet Waste bins.
The students bring their own kitchen waste (vegetable and fruit peels) to contribute to the wet waste bins. Not
only this, they have motivated other students and faculty also to contribute to the wet waste in college through
various campaigns. The student team collects vegetable and fruit peels from nearby shops of the college as
well as flower waste from nearby Ganesh temple.

The Plastic Waste Management Team has been able to collect a total of 427 kgs of segregated waste that
includes plastic bottles, tetra packs, paper cups, refreshment boxes, plastic carry bags and wrappers. Special
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plastic waste collection bins have been placed in college premises for this purpose. The collected amount of
plastic waste was sent to Recycling factory in Noida for recycling purposes. The Waste Management Committee
also organised an educational cum industrial trip for its members to the IPCA site in Greater Noida on 2nd
February, 2023.

The E- Waste Management Team has been working efficiently in spreading awareness about the day-to-
day e-waste generated in the college premises. The Committee has also procured e-waste bins from IPCA
made out of recycled plastic to segregate e-waste. A list of items to be put in those bins is also circulated
amongst the students to generate awareness.

The Committee is proud to announce that the college was declared a “Zero Waste Campus” on 16th
November, 2022 by MCD South Zone Shahadra after its combined efforts. The Committee has also undertaken
other initiatives like the horticulture pit where all the green waste is being stored for composting purposes.
The Committee is also developing a herbal garden in college premises.

The Committee also conducted a two hour Workshop on basic Canva skills, Google form creation, Google
contact use on the 24th January, 2023. Student Awareness campaigns are the backbone of this initiative and
the student volunteers have undertaken awareness campaigns in college premises on 14th February, 2023 to
spread awareness about the need for segregation of waste and ways through which everyone can contribute
to this noble cause. Awareness Campaign was also taken up with dallupura slums children in the month
of September, 2022. Induction of new students in Waste Management Committee was also done on 13th
February, 2023.

The Waste Management Volunteers is a strong team of students from various courses- Sumit Haldar,
Manoj, Sonam Dobriyal, Payal, Soumya Ranjan, Vineet, Shreya, Swarnima Dhyani, Anurag Yadav, Divyam,
Aditya Rai, Kusum, Sanskriti Kumari, Khuslay, Alok, Sunidhi Dutt Dubey, Shruti Mitra, Riya Chauhan,
Shravan, Rishu Baghel, Danish, Aryan, Chaitanya, Nidhi Dwivedi, Vijay Saini, Shreedhar Rathi, Sumit, Rohit,
Manish, Disha, Diksha Rana, Rehnuma, Rahul, Ravinder, Vikas, Ritu, Shivam, Soumya Maity, Praful, Vishal,
Tushar, Vidhi, Vaishali, Shoaib Khan, Ujjwal, Vikram.
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Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav - 2022
Certificate of Appreciation
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making your institution o Zero Waoste institution
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HimaLAYAN STuDY CIRCLE

Himalayan Study Circle was established in the College in August 2022 with the aim of undertaking multi-
disciplinary research on Himalayan ecology and culture. This Study Circle is affiliated to the Centre for
Himalayan Studies, University of Delhi, anodal centrefor multi-disciplinary research in Himalayan history,
geography, society, economy, polity, culture, traditional knowledge, bio-resources, environment, sustainable
development and related fields. Popularly called HSC@MAC, the Study Circle works for sensitization of
the college community to the Himalayan region as a vast pool of natural and cultural resources which has
shaped the contours of the Indian sub-continent. Some of the activities being undertaken by the Circle include
fortnightly discussion on Himalayas — its geomorphology, cultural landscapes, flora and fauna and habitats
and cultures; screening of internationally acclaimed documentaries on ecology and culture; nature walks and
visits to biodiversity parks, national parks and wildlife centuries; organisation of Himalayan festival at the
college and university level and compilation of an anthology on Himalayan Culture.

The Study Circle was formally inaugurated on January 11, 2023 by Prof Dinabandhu Sahoo, Director,
Centre for Himalayan Studies, University of Delhi. Prof Sunil K Choudhary, Chairman, Governing Body,
Prof. Bijayalaxmi Nanda, Principal, Miranda House and Prof. Sanjeev Kumar Tiwari, Principal, Maharaja
Agrasen College also graced the occasion. A Photo Exhibition depicting the flora and fauna of the Himalayan
region was also displayed in the gallery adjoining the HSC@MAC centre, room no. 233.

The Study Gircle comprises of faculty members and student volunteers who have been actively involved
in various ecological campaigns within and outside the college for a very long time. This team is committed
to taking forward the aims and objectives envisaged by the Centre for Himalayan Studies and hopes to make
significant interventions in areas of Himalayan ecology and culture.




ICSSR Sponsored Two Day National Conference on the Role of Jammu and Kashmir

in the Freedom Movement of India

The Himalayan Studies Circle in association with department of Political Science of the College organised
two day National Conference on “The Role of Jammy and Kashmir in the Freedom Movement of India”
on March 30-31, 2023 sponsored by Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR), Ministry of Culture,
Govt. of India.

This conference was organised to commemorate Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsava signifying the completion of
75 years of India’s Independence. The Conference aimed at recognising the role of national heroes in the
independence movement many of whom went unnoticed. The role of Jammu and Kashmir in the freedom
struggle took a different trajectory owing to its strategic geographical location, demographic composition
and political leadership. The state witnessed centuries of oppression and suppression from foreign rule,
religious conversion, massacre and migration as a result of which the demographic profile of the state under
went a significant change making those people minorities in their own land. This conference also achieved
its objective of bridging the gap in the information on Jammu and Kashmir highlighting the contribution of
its people in the evolution of multi-cultural confluence which shaped the socio-cultural and historical milieu
of Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh.

Eminent dignitaries present during the conference included remowned historian and sodial activist
Padma Shri K. N. Pandita the Chief Guest at the Inaugural Session, Prof. Sindhu Kapoor, the Keynote speaker,
Prof. Sunil Choudhary, Chairman Governing Body, Prof. Sanjeev K. Tiwari, Prof. Sidharth Mishra, Dr. Ajay K
Sharma, Prof. Balaram Paniand Mr. Ashutosh Bhatnagar, Director, Jammu and Kashmir Study Gircle who also
delivered the valedictory address.

In all 12 papers were presented in technical sessions spread over two days. Paper presenters included
Mzr. Deepak Raj, Ms. Jayanti Mishra, Dr. Madan Yadav, Ms. Monika Jain, Dr. Navendu Shekhar, Dr. Neha
Sinha and Mr. Shahbaaz Manzoor, Mr. Nitish Kumar, Mr. Pankaj Jamtani, Ms. Preety, Mr. Raghavendra Kumar,
Dr. Sandipani Dash and Mr. Saurabh Dubey, Dr. Saurabh Rawat, Dr. Stevan Reign, Dr. Umesh Kumar Khunte,
Ms. Sangeeta, Pooja Yadav, Dr. Aditya Narayan Mishra and Dr. Anurag Tripathi. Technical sessions were
chaired by Dr. Niraj Kumar Singh, Prof. Sangit Sarita Dwivedi, Dr. Ritu Kohli and Dr. Niraj Kumar.




IGNOU

The Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) was established in the year 1985 to impart education
by means of distance learning program. IGNOU currently serves approximately 3.5 million students in India.

Maharaja Agrasen College is a study center for Post-Graduate and Under-Graduate Courses offered by
IGNOU. A special highlight of the IGNOU Program is the Induction Program which orients the students
enrolled in the distance learning curriculum. Classes are conducted during weekends for Bachelor of Computer
Application (BCA), Bachelor of Commerce (BCOM), Bachelor of Science (B. 5c.), Master of Commerce
(M.Com), Management Program (MBA), Master of Art in Hindi (MHD), Master of Arts in Political Science
(MPS), Master of Arts in History (MAH), Master of Art in English (MEG), Master in Economics (MEC), Master
in Public Administration (MPA), Master in Computer Science (MCA), Master of Science in Mathematics
with Application in Computer Science (MSCMACS), Post Graduate Diploma in Journalism and Mass
Communication (PGJMC), Diploma in Teaching German (DTG), Certificate in German Language and others.

Under the guidance of its coordinator Prof (Dr) T.N. Ojha, along with his able team of Assistant Coordinator
Dr. Omkar Singh, Dr. Chhavi Bhatnagar, Mr. Amit Kumar, Dr. Jitendra Kumar Bhagat, Mr. Rajesh Kumar
Pandey and Dr. Roushan Kumar (Program Fadilitator) and the administrative staff comprising of, Mr. Rajesh
Kumar, Mr. Jaswant Singh, Mr. Naresh Kumar, Mr. Ashok Kumar, Mr. Ashok Atri, Mr. Pramod Kumar Singh,
Mrs. Nidhi Singh, Mr. Kishan Kumar, Mr. Naveen Chandra Chamoli, Mr. Vinod Kumar Tiwari, Mr. Suresh
Kumar, Mr. Mohan Yadav, Mr. Anil Kumar and Mr. Ajay Kumar, the IGNOU center continues to flourish.

The center aspires to integrate the community by providing quality education to a larger section of
deprived society.Our Study Centre strives to provide best services to its students.Some of our students have
joined prestigious services. Four of our management students have passed CA exam and few students have

joined Delhi University as Assistant Professor and some students have joined Banking and School Teaching.




SPoRTS COMMITTEE

Aweek long Sports festival was organized by the Sports Committee in association with Department of Physical
Education. The festival was comprised of various sports events of Indoor & Outdoor nature for students of
the college i.e. Carom, Table tennis, Badminton, Cricket, Volleyball, Basketball, Kabaddi, Football along with
Athletics. Students from various departments of the college have participated in the week long sports festival
which was started from February 10, 2023 to February 15, 2023 followed by Annual Sports Day on February
16, 2023.

Besides, inter departmental tournaments were organized in team games in various sports i.e. Football,
Cricket, Volleyball, Basketball, Kabaddi. The entries were received through the department in these events. A
cricket match among faculties was organized in the college to promote the sporting spirit in stakeholders of
the institution.

Finally, Annual Sports Day of SPORTS-MAC was organized in College play field. The day was full of
excitement and joy for the entire college. On the day, athletic events for students like 100m, 200m, 4x100m
races, shot put, javelin throw and long jump were organized. The chief guest for the occasion was Dr Sunita
Godara- Asian Marathon Champion and Olympian. She distributed the prizes to the achievers of the different
sports events. Separate trophies for the Departments were awarded for their achievement in respective sports

events.

The College is also going to organize Maharaja Agrasen Cup 2023 in Football (M), Kabaddi (M) and
Basketball (W) from 11-14 April, 2023 in College ground on a very large scale where almost 50 teams will
participate in the events.

Though a very few sports events were organized by Delhi University Sports Council, but the college team
has participated in various inter college events in the session. Football team managed to reach top eight teams
of Delhi University in both Men and Women section. Football Men performed well in different invitational
tournaments. Kabaddi women reached to top eight in inter college level. Archery Delhi State competition
in 50m and 70m and Olympic round was participated by Archers and performed well. In Cricket, the team
reached up to pre quarter final in Inter College and Quarter final in PGDAV Invitational tournament. In LSR
tournament, Shiv begged Gold in triple jump and bronze in long jump and javelin throw. Basketball men and
women teams gave their best performance, but couldn't get placed in medal tally. Mehul got silver in Long
jump. Whereby, Team got Gold in Relay at DME and Mehul got Gold in Long Jump. Also, College teams
performed well in Kabaddi, Baseball and Kho-kho.
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ExTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
(ECA)

The ECA Committee of the college along with the 14 ECA Sodieties and the Cultural Coundil function together
to organise round the year cultural programmes while simultaneously training the students in the varied
fields of art. In the session 2022-23, ECA Committee organised a plethora of cultural events and activities like

annual events, workshops and events in collaboration with government organisations:

Felicitation Ceremony for Shinata Chauhan

ECA Committee organized a felicitation ceremony for Ms. Shinata Chauhan, Femina Miss India 2022, second
runner-up on 20 July 2022. The event was in collaboration with the Department of Journalism. It was a matter
of great pride for all the students and faculty members as Shintata was a final year journalism student of our
college. Soumik Chanda, student of BA (H) Journalism felicitated Ms. Shinata Chauhan. Markzine, magazine
published by Markos Society was inaugurated along with the NSS magazine by the guest.
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MAHARAJA AGRASEN COLLEGE

(UNIVERSITY OF DELHI)

Cordially invites pou to the
FELICITATION CEREMONY

of our Final Year student

.‘J\‘[s. Shinata Chauban

[ Frmina Miss India 2022, Second Runner-up

Time - 17.00 AM
Dote - 20th July 2022
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Partition Horrors Remembrance Day & 76th Independence Day Celebrations
The ECA Committee along with

eI LY crpmioed 2 silent O R o OAGD
march to observe ‘Partition Horrors 4 cordially Invites youto the
Remembrance Day’ on the 14th ?’é INDEPENDENCE DAV CELEBRATIONS

of August 2022. It was a solemn
occasion as we remembered and
acknowledged the horrors of
partition.

On 15th August 2022, 76th

Independence Day celebrations Prot. Sanjeev Kumar Tiwarl
were held on the college ground and
the chief guest was Shri Kuldeep
Kumar, Honorable MLA., Kondli, Vidhan Sabha.

Principal (OHg)

......

% g MAHARAJA AGRASEN COLLEGE
m E University of Delhi

SILENT MARCHTO OBSERVE
e it wfa Rew
Partition Horrors Remembrance Day

ON
14 August 2022
at4pm

Organised by ECANCCENSS

Teacher’s Day

The ECA Committee of Maharaja Agrasen College celebrated Teacher’s Day with great enthusiasm on the
5th of September 2022. All the societies under ECA gave a token of appreciation to their teachers and expressed ,
gratitude for their guidance. A photo booth was also put up for the students and teachers to capture their
moments together.
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MAHARAJIA AGRASEN COLLEGE

Team ECA

(s

"Happy Teacher's Day”

5th September 2022

luecd F RN wus gy

74th Republic Day

The 74th Republic Day was celebrated with gaiety at Maharaja = o
Agrasen College. The ECA Committee organised the celebrations Q Mabaraja Agrasen Colleges oh’
in collaboration with NCC. The programme began with the flag
hoisting ceremony and national anthem. On this occasion, NCC
cadets gave the Guard of Honor. MLA of Kondli Vidhan Sabha,
Kuldeep Kumar was the chief guest of the program. Chairman,
Governing Body, Prof. Sunil Kumar Chaudhary presided over the
ceremony.

Teachers, non-teaching staff and a large number of students were
present at the ceremony.

e ECA Committee in Collaboratian with MAC
i MAC] :

Cordially invites you to the £

Prof. Sanjoev Kr. Thvar Br. Debosmita Paul Dr. K. Newme
Coentane, KCA Qomnactten T, AL NCE
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Prarambh 2023

Maharaja Agrasen College, University of Delhi organized "Prarambh” for freshers on 31st January 2023. The
event was graced by the famous Kathak duo - Ms. Nalini Asthana and Kamalini Asthana.

The event also included various cultural performances by the ECA Societies and was followed by the Mr. and
Miss Fresher competition for the new batch of students .

MAHARA ASEN COLLEGE

& miss L

e
f FRESHER

Virasat 2023

SPIC MACAY Virasat 2023 was organised between 21 March to 26 March 2023. The weeklong festival
commemorating Indian art and culture saw renowned artists come and perform in the college. Virasat 2023
began with a Kathak performance by Pt Rajendra Gangani. This was followed by a Hindustani classical vocal
performance by Pt Ritesh Mishra and Pt. Rajnesh Mishra. Under the Cinema Classics series, the students of
the college got a chance to see iconic Charlie Chaplin film “Modern Times". Assodiate Prof. Vinod Verma,
Dept of English, Maharaja Agrasen College was the resource person. The grand celebration ended with a
heritage walk to Hauz Khas fort on 26 March 2023.

Yuvaan 2023

Yuvaan 2023 was organised between 27-29 March 2023. This year’s annual cultural festival was special because
some of the competitions were held in collaboration with
organisations of national and international repute, i.e; UDAAN,
Art of Living Foundation and Vivekananda Kendra. The festival
also had Dainik Jagaran as the print media partner. Prof Balaram
Pani, Dean of Colleges, University of Delhi, graced the Inaugural
Ceremony as the Chief Guest. Prof Satish K Awasthi, Treasurer,
Governing Body was the Guest of Honour. Yuvaan 2023 had
around 1500 participants from various colleges and educational
institutions from the Delhi and NCR area. One of the highlights
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of Yuvaan 2023 was that it saw minimum use of plastic and promoted the practice of Reduce, Recycle and
Reuse.

Apart from these college-level events, the ECA Socdieties also organised several events at inter-college and
intra-college level:

North East Society

The North East Society organised the annual Gandhi Memorial Essay Writing Competition between 2 October
-30 October 2022. The competition saw enthusiastic participation from students across India.

SPIC MACAY-MAC Chapter

SPIC MACAY MAC Chapter organised a flute recital by the renowned artist Pt. Nityanand Haldipur on 25
January 2023. The full auditorium was a proof of the success of the event.

wehview Society

The Tejas Gurtu Memorial Freshers Debate was organized
by ¥ishview, the Debating Society of Maharaja Agrasen |
College, as a tribute to the late Mr. Tejas Gurtu who was |
a valued member of the society, on 18 January 2023. This =%
event was the 2nd edition of the memorial debate, and |
it saw the participation of freshers from across India,
competing for the top positions. The format of the debate
was extempore and was conducted in both English and
Hindi. The judging panel consisted of esteemed members,
including Ms. Saavi Shrivastav, the former President of
=ehview and Mr. Madan Mohan, an alumnus from the year
2017-19.

hvieworganized itsflagship event, SYMPOSIUM-
the multi level policy debate on 20th of March, 2023. The
society takes immense pride in introducing an improvised
format of THE POLICY DEBATE, into the Indian Debating Circuit. We had an embellished judging panel in
each round, with Mr. Sanover Haidri, Senior Consultant at People and
Organization Management Consultancy (advisory) PWC, India and
Ms. Shasiniya Shagolshem, former member of =hview and current
student of Political Science at JNU, as the judges for the first round
and Dr Neeraj Kumar from Political Science department, Maharaja
Agrasen College, Lalit Joshi and Vaishali Saxena, former senior core
members of Fhview as judges for the second and third rounds. The
theme for the second round was the G20 summit. OQut of these four
teams, the best two qualified for the Grand Finale, which hosted the
theme, Philosophy:.
After hours of gruelling debates and rebuttals, Vanshika Tandon and
Devansh Rathi of Maharaja Agrasen Institute of Technology, bagged
the best team award for standing first in this competition.

Vivekananda Study Circle

On July 13, 2022, the Guru Purnima was celebrated by Vivekananda Study Circle, Maharaja Agrasen College
in the college auditorium. Guru Purnima is celebrated to commemorate Gautam Buddha's first sermon to
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MAHARAJA AGRASEN COLLEGE

UNIWERSITY OF DELHI
VIVEKANANDA STUDY CIRCLE

his first five disciples in Uttar Pradesh’s Sarnath. It is a tradition dedicated to all the spiritual and academic
Gurus, who are evolved or enlightened humans.

The event marked the presence of our respected Principal Dr. Sanjeev Kumar Tiwari and the teaching, non-
teaching staff and students of the college.

A workshop on Meditation was organised by Vivekananda Study Circle on 9th September 2022 as a part
of the foundation week celebration - ‘Divya Nirmaya'. Shri Manas Bhattacharjee, Life Worker, Vivekananda
Kendra, Kanyakumari was the resource person for the session. The students

The Inter College Online Poem competition —“Sangam"” was organised by Vivekananda Study Circle under
the aegis of ECA as a part of its foundation week- “ Divya Nirmaya” on 10 September 2022. Students from
different colleges participated in this competition on “ INDIAN FREEDOM FIGHTERS”. This competition
gave the students an insight into freedom fighters’ lives. Dr Pramod Kumar,

Assistant Professor, Dept. of Political Science judged the competition. MAKARAAGRASIN €OLLEOE
University of Delbd
A panel discussion “Samarpan” was organised on 13 September 2022 in & el T
a conference room with the overarching theme “Vivekananda And Youth” in A
collaboration with Chanakya Society. Samarpan was also part of the week long HIH /__{
‘Divya Ninnaya’ series. Poetry Competition

TOPIC - INDIAN FREEDOM FIGHTERS

The panel discussion was presided over by Prof. Sanjeev Kumar Tiwari, NPT S TemaOR. T %

5 raao - 00 Pu pos e

Principal (Offg.), Maharaja Agrasen College, University of Delhi. Shri Nikhil g s
Yadav was Chair and Panellist along with Prof. Prem Kumari Srivastava and Dr St el il

b L
® E- cortificates to be provided to wisners and

Rim Kﬂ]nﬁ as w_PaIleniSts. IGulchnu-llt:‘hB:.d“I:‘:T:ani #can QR codel
In the end, there was a Q&A round in which studentsinteracted with panellists. =~ === == 555

Students and teachers joined the session and were encouraged by their sayings.

On 6 February 2023, Shri Satish Kumar, Uttar Prant, Vivekananda Kedra was invited to speak on the topic
“VIVEKANANDA AND HIS IDEAL SOCIETY” followed by an interactive O HAMARAID th:nun

Sessiorf.

A lecture session under the Samarpan series celebrating the auspidious
occasion of the 200th birth anniversary of Maharishi Dayanand Saraswati ji was
organised on 24 February 2023. Dr. Ajeet Kumar Puri ji, Assistant Professor,
Dept of Hindi, BHU spoke on the role of Dayanand Saraswati ji in women's
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education, the Indian freedom struggle, and Swaraj Shri Sudarshan Kumar j ]1, Chief Engm.ee:r NDMC made

the session very interesting by motivating
the students to know their purpose in life
and the teachings of Maharshi Dayanand
Saraswati. The life sketch of Maharishi
Dayanand Saraswati ji was also presented
at the event by Vidhi Sharma of B.Com
Honours second year, a member of
Vivekananda Study Gircle.

SRIJAN

On 17th & 18th January 2023, an Art &
Craft Workshop was organised in Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Auditorium lobby of
Maharaja Agrasen College, University of
Delhi by Srijan- the Art & Craft Society
and ECA Committee in collaboration
with Udaan — The Visual Art Vertical. The
Charcoal Painting Workshop was held by

renowned speed painter Mr. Deepak Soni.
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The next day, the event proceeded with the Clay Modelling Workshop. The workshop was conducted by Shri
Nivedita Mishra, who is a well-known personality in the field of sculpting.

The two days of learning different styles of Art came to an end with the official Valedictory Ceremony. The
event was graced with the presence of Mr. Adwaita Gadanayak, a talented sculptor himself and the director
general of the National Gallery of Art as the Chief Guest for the event. The ceremony was also attended by
several big names in the industry who were currently working with Udaan, Mr. Bharat Bhushan Arora, Mr.

V. K. Wahal and Mr. Avtar Sahni Ji.

.‘ 5
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Markos

Markos Sodiety organized STOCK
EXCHANGE, a first for the society
on 26 and 27 September 2022. This
was an inter-college event. Over 350
registrations were received from F
about 30 colleges and universities [ 0%
across India.

MAHARAJA AGRASEN COLLEGE

Inquizitive Society

The Intra-college MELAS QUIZ was conducted by the INQUIZITIVE = )
Society on 8th February 2023 in order to encourage students to gain general . I\[EL—\‘;
knowledge, apart from subject knowledge and to get a gist of a quiz event 2 QUIZ
in Delhi University Circuit. We received an overwhelming registration from { ;
the students of Maharaja Agrasen College with 35 teams i.e. 70 students
registering in the only six days provided for the registration process.
Additionally, another 23 teams registered on the spot via out registration
desk on the event day. The questions ranged from different well known yet
secretive enough topics of MELAS i.e. Music, Entertainment, Literature, Art
The ECA Committee also collaborated with several government agencies to organise youth awareness
programmes like the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav Quiz Competition organised by NSO, Ministry of Home
M Affairs, the Cyber Security
[ and Training by Delhi Police
on 28th February, 2023 and
the young voters’ awareness
campaign by District
Election Office, East on 11th
November 2022.

The students also wvisited
Hindu College to watch a
Georgian avant garde theatre presentation. The students also got an opportunity to attend the lecture session
on Meditation and Mental Health by Sri Sri Ravi Shankar at the University Sports Complex, University of
Delhi on 3 March 2023.

e e e s e
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THE EQuAL OPPORTUNITY
CeLL (EOCQ)

The Equal Opportunity Cell collaborated with the Training and Placement Cell of the college to organize a
‘Mega Job Fair’ for persons with disabilities in association with the Samarthanam Trust in the college campus
on 25 May 2022. The said fair provided a platform to the persons with disabilities both from within and outside
college to explore upcoming opportunities in the job market. The job fair attracted participation from Several
PwD candidates participated and benefitted from this job fair. Four students from EOC, MAC participated
in the inter-college competition Saharsh 2023, organised by JAAGRITI, the Enabling Unit of Sri Guru Gobind
Singh College of Commerce, University of Delhi on 8 February 2023. Participation in events like solo singing,
talent hunt, art and craft making and debate enhanced their self-confidence and contributed towards their
overall personality development.

Gaurav Kumar, a student from B. A (Prog) second year, represented the college in the inter-college chess
competition for persons with disabilities organised by Shaheed Rajguru College, University of Delhi on
19 January 2023 and won the first prize in the said competition.

The Equal Opportunity Cell in collaboration with the National Service Scheme in college organized a
workshop for sensitizing the college community towards the needs and challenges experienced by the
persons with intellectual and development disability on 12 April 2023. Resource persons namely, Ms. Indira
Alok, Principal and Executive Director, Manovikas School for Inclusion, also a Spedial Educator and Dance
Therapist; Ms. Sangeeta, Course Coordinator of D.Ed Spl Edu (ID; Ms. Neeru Tandon , Asst. Coordinator of
IGNOU Special Study Centre- 29047D and Ms. Isha Verma, Facilitator in Think College from the Manovikas
Charitable Trust interacted with the students and introduced disability as yet another diversity in the human
society. They apprised the participants about the wide spectrum of intellectual and development disabilities,
ranging from mild and moderate to severe and profound. They also informed the participants that often mild
and moderate intellectual disabilities are not visible among persons with disabilities and some basic awareness
on matters pertaining to intellectual disabilities can help us in establishing better channels of communications
and provisions for inclusion for persons with intellectual disabilities. Pair and group activities like finger
spelling and creative expression through blind fold sketching and object decoration were also performed
to emphasise — ‘how different minds think differently and communicate their thoughts/ opinions/ ideas in
distinct ways’ and the need to facilitate inclusion for all articulations. The workshop was also attended by
students with disabilities in the college along with some parents of the intellectually disabled students. The
parents appreciated the initiative and emphasised on the need to have more of such sensitizing workshops
promoting inclusion from all walks of life.




In MEMORIUM

We lost our dear colleague Dr. Anshul Taneja on 4th June 2022. It came as
a shock to all of us. The whole college mourned over his sad demise. We
are still getting alive to the fact that he is no more. He had a deep intuitive
understanding and strong willpower.

In the college he will always be in the memory of all his colleagues. A friend
ready to help each and everyone, Anshul will be remembered as a fighter.
He was a quiet but sharp minded person. His vision for working dedicatedly
in setting up The Placement Cell in the college has added a feather into the
cap of college. A former student from English Hons, MrDivyank Bansal
fondly remembers Dr Anshul Sir from the beginning days of Placement
Cell. Anshul was a confident generous human being and will stay in our
memories with that calmness on his face.

¢© 1 so vividly remember his candid thoughts on the use of intuition in
decision-making. This subject was so close to his heart that he eventually
(28th Nov 1977- 4 June 2022) did research on the use of intuition in decision-making by corporate heads

and managers.

Anshul believed if beliefs governed by intuition are examined in the light of reliable facts and evidence
and if consultation and communication with others on the subject are objective, then the increased experience
will create and shape successful patterns in different emotional environments that will help improve
the consistency of intuitive dedision-making. He came to the level of the listeners to make complex things
understandable with immense ease and pleasure by citing simple real-life examples and anecdotes. The ability
to draw connections between the happening in an environment was his forte. The connections in the cosmos
always interested him, startled him, and he often cited them.

Dr. Anshul Taneja

Dr Anshul’s ability to fathom people and their minds had come through his own experience by engaging
with/ talking to people with simplicity, love (with a gentle smile on his face), pure intent, and curiosity to
learn. His loving demeanor was so pleasing that everyone was drawn to him. The qualities required to be a
good teacher, like communication, listening, adaptability, empathy, and patience, were possessed by him in
abundance. He was a very popular teacher, and hence respect and love kissed his life all through. His effective
and innovative style of teaching ensured the engaging classroom presence of students.

He had a lifelong love of learning. His candid discussion in the classroom was welcomed by students, and
they thoroughly enjoyed his classroom deliberations and ponderings since they were the outcome of the out
of box thinking. The quietest of the students participated in these discussions. His charisma and serenity were
attributable to the practice of long meditations he used to indulge in. His premature demise is an irreparable
loss to not only his loving family but also to our academic institution. He will always stay in the hearts of
students and colleagues who were fortunate enough to come within his compassionate, loving reach.

Dx. Pratibha Rai
(Colleague from the Dptt) ,




Remembering Anshul: In the Words of His Students

Anshul Sir was a great and kind-hearted teacher. His way of teaching was totally different from other teachers.
How time used to pass in his class cannot be expressed in words. He was a great mentor; he guided me and
helped me improve my personality in many ways. He will always be remembered in our hearts, and the
memories we created with him will always be cherished.

(Shivam Verma (3rd Year)

I still can't believe that I'll have to complete my graduation without you there to bless me for my future.
You've been a true motivation for me. My selection of “Marketing” as my career stream reflects the amount of
influence you had on me.

I'll never forget all the tips you gave me about how the corporate world works, and I vow to employ each one
of them and achieve great heights.

A teacher, a mentor, and a friend, you'll be truly missed, sir.

Riju Sharma (3rd Year)

It's hard to believe that he is no longer with us. The news of his passing came as a shock to all of us, and we
are still struggling to come to terms with it. He was more than just a teacher to us. He was a mentor, a friend,

and a source of inspiration.

I remember the first day of class with Anshul sir. He had a warmth in his smile that immediately put us at
ease. He had a way of making every student feel seen and heard and encouraged us to think critically and
creatively. Sir challenged us to be better than we thought we could be, and he celebrated our successes with
genuine enthusiasm.

His passion for teaching was infectious. He didn't just teach us the subject matter; he brought it to life with
stories, analogies, and real-world examples. He showed us how the material could be applied in our lives and
in the world around us. He made learning fun and exciting and inspired us to keep learning long after we left
our marketing class.Rest in peace, Anshul Sir. You will be deeply missed, but your memory will continue to
inspire and guide us.

With gratitude and love.

Himanshu Negi (3rd Year)




INn MEMORIUM

Prof. Prem Kumari Srivastava was a stalwart who stood tall amongst her
peers as an academic and a scholar. But above all, she is remembered by her
friends and colleagues as a dynamic person with a multifaceted personality,
a very fine human being who commanded respect and affection through
three decades of her work-life. Her prolific achievements sat modestly on
her affable, sociable and gentle demeanour. She was an essence of thoroughly
professional yet effervescent, affectionate and generous conduct, and she
not only easily made friends wherever she went but also helped students,
associates, mentees, organisations, publications, events and conferences
touch extraordinary heights of excellence.As an ardent follower of the
Radhasoami Satsang based at Dayalbagh in Agra, she made compassion
and gratitude an integral aspect of her personality.

Prof. Prem Kumari Srivastava Prof. Prem belonged to the first generation of appointees at the newly
(2 Dec 1962- 12 Nov 2022) established Maharaja Agrasen College, joining the Department of English
in 1995 as its senior-most permanent faculty member. With a doctorate
from IIT Delhi, she used her scholastic abilities and academic credentials to
lead the fledgling Department, playing an active role in initiating the Honours programme in English in 1997.
She forged partnerships with all the colleagues who joined with her in1995 and thereafter, to become active
shareholders in nurturing the Department and the College from its infancy to its adulthood. There were many
achievements of firsts with Prof. Prem as far as the institution is concerned — other than being the first teacher
in charge of the Department of English, she was the first English Editor of Agranika, the college magazine; the
first one to conceive and convene an International Conference; the first in the Department to have published
a book, and so on. The first International Conference on De-territorialising Diversities: Cultures, Literatures
and Languages of the Indigenous (2013), organised by her in collaboration with the IGNCA and ICSSR, was
truly a grand international event which put Maharaja Agrasen College firmly on the academic map of the
University of Delhi. Since then, Prem organised many more conferences, talks and seminars, drawing the
most learned and erudite speakers from her vast network of academic associates and collaborators. She also
spearheaded the ELPC (English language Proficiency Course) in the college in its varied avatars through the
years. She contributed immensely to the many college committees that she led or was part of, the most recent
of them being the convener of the Archives and Repository Committee, where she initiated work to set up the
college archives.

As a researcher, her output was prolific. She wrote and edited 12 books, and has nearly 85 research
publications to her credit, which include research papers mostly in the fields of Cultural Studies, the Indigenous
and the Popular, American Literature, Innovative English Language Materials Production, Spiritual Ecology
and Sant Mat. The enthusiasm, energy, and consistency with which she remained engaged in scholarly
projects producing a voluminous oeuvre of quality work is indeed exemplary. She was also a recipient of
several postdoctoral fellowships and awards.As a doctoral guide, she remained deeply engaged with the
research work of the scholars under her supervision. She was an indispensable member of several forums like
FORTELL, IACLALS etc. But Prem could never rest easy on her laurels, and was consistently seeking new
challenges. She was associated with the Institute of Life-Long Learning (ILLL) of the University of Delhi, and
later joined the newly established Cluster Innovation Centre (CIC) of the University of Delhi in 2014, where
she helped develop new pedagogy and content.

Prem would be remembered for her articulate views, humorous quips, and vivacious laughter by all those
whose lives she touched. Her personal style and impeccable dress sense made her a figure of elegance and
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poise. The deep void that has been created by her abrupt disappearance from our lives is not likely to be filled
anytime soon. In our minds and hearts, we will continue to reach out to her spirit for guidance and help for a
very long time to come. She would be sorely missed by one and all, but a life like that is to be celebrated, not

mourned. She will forever remain an integral part of our respect, memories, and endeavours.

Department of English

Remembering Prem: In the Words of Her Colleagues and Friends

© Prem enabled and elevated people around her. She made us feel worthwhile and purposeful. She
celebrated our successes, more than made up for our shortcomings and gently nudged and guided us.
She shared our joys and sorrows; she stood by us in our hour of need. She shared: not just her warmth and
friendship, but also academic and research opportunities. She believed that we could thrive and flourish
not just individually, but also together. She created and nurtured spaces that we could all share.

Even when she was critical of anyone’s position, she was always respectful. She respected people,
valued people and made time for them. I remember long conversations with Prem: she had a way
of cutting through superfluous mental chatter and connect over things that really mattered. Now, she’s
conversation and memory. But then, she'll continue to be part of many inspiring conversations and
many, many resplendent memories. How could she not? Afterall, she wrote herself into each of our lives
in the richest and fullest of colours. Truly, deeply grateful for the time she shared with us.

Dr. Anupama Jaidev Karir

© Pillar of strength and eminent researcher. Mother figure and a warm person, dear Prem, you will stay
forever in our memories with that beautiful smile on your face. You will be remembered for that charm,
friendly nature with which you welcomed all of us in every get together. You will be remembered as
an epitome of knowledge for setting up new traditions, and for having that endless list of academic
achievements every year.

Dr. Charu Arya

¢ A Friend, Philosopher and Guide
Dr. Debosmita Paul (Former student and her colleague)

© That Ma'am was the go to person for any academic advice was no surprise. But, for me ma'am defined a
comfort zone where even a whisper implied a meaning and a value. She gave wings to all my ill-defined
fancies. Prem Ma'am, you will always be remembered for giving shape to our dreams. Thank you Ma'am
for everything.

Indrani Das Gupta

© Alodestar who not only guided when she was physically around, but will continue to hold us as branches
from the most endearing seat in heaven.There can be only one of her kind. Her going away has taken
away the shade of the Banyan tree which protected us, preserved us and held us together.

Dr. Guntasha Tulsi (Former colleague)

¢ Prem epitomised ‘sisterhood’, and made a powerful statement by normalising its usage even in her
VW conversations. Graciousness, gratitude and valuing friendships have been other important lessons that
one has imbibed from her.

Dr. Mona Sinha
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l Alumni Speak ‘

NoTEs oN THREE SEMESTERS OF
ONLINE TEACHING

I was in my second year of undergraduate study when my classmates and I were forced to confront the
consequences of the nation-wide lockdown imposed by virtue of the COVID-19 crisis. Most of us were fairly
happy, for such a crisis provided to us what we considered was a temporary relief prior to the impending

onset of summative assessments. The crisis, however, continued.

In the remaining months of the fourth semester, we listened to voice recordings of lectures prepared by
our professors on Moodle and highlighted various sections of research papers on our laptops rather than
underlining on photocopied sheets. Because our course texts were so fascinating to engage with, most of us
were largely oblivious to issues stemming from the use of digital technology, issues that would have appeared
more evident if we were disinterested in learning. In my experience, taking down notes while listening to
voice recordings frequently made me pause the recording while writing in my notebook rather than writing
while listening to the recording itself. In hindsight, pausing the recording may have made note-making more
time consuming, but such a commitment was constructive for my learning since it made me more attentive to
nuances that I may have overlooked in the process of haphazard transcription. Notwithstanding the awkward
un ess of an abrupt transition to online teaching, I still remain comforted by the fact that a semester
that required us to read Lawrence Sterne's TristramShandy, a novel that problematizes conventional ideas
pertaining to an origin and a definite end, ended in so strange a manner.

The fifth and the sixth semesters were expectedly online. This time, we were emotionally prepared for
months of online study. Possibilities of interaction seemed minimal at the outset, for not one student switched
on their camera. Very few unmuted themselves during discussions. That said, our professors persisted, and
created avenues of interpersonal interaction from which there was no escape. More students started unmuting
themselves and the classes were once again alive.

For a host of reasons, online classes increased opportunities of class presentation, which, to me, was a
source of joy. | have always enjoyed classroom presentations and [ am grateful to have received several chances
to present in class. In many classes, since presentations were not graded, I had the pleasure of being more
informal. I challenged myself to talk through a text and read it critically without having a readymade platter
of content on a sheet of paper from which I could read in a monotone. Since I was no longer writing down
everything in the way I would for a graded presentation, I benefitted from the spontaneity that ungraded
classroom presentations allowed.

The Department of English at Maharaja Agrasen College comprises, as [ keep saying, faculty members
who are not only unbelievably brilliant in what they teach, but also unbelievably approachable. My professors
were always available to clarify doubts and extend classes. It was impossible to think of online teaching as a
disruption with faculty members who were as attentive as they have been. The difficulties that online teaching
created for students who did not have access to infrastructures that serve as preconditions for participation
in online learning are, of course, integral to consider in any assessment of the quality of online teaching. The
problem of accessibility is, however, applicable to all departments. I hope current students are benefitting
from a return to offline teaching, but I want to emphasise that the transition that my batch experienced during
COVID-19 was far from unfortunate. We were as happy leaming from our professors on Google Meet and

Zoom as we were in learning in our in-person classes.

Mridula Sharma, (B.A (H) English, 2018-2021)

"

A

AGRANIKA 2023

&




First Prize:
Cover Design

MAHARAJA AGRASEN COLLEGE
(University of Delhi)

GRANTRA

THE ANNUAL MAGAZINE '

Harshvardhan, B. Sc. Mathematical Sciences, 3rd Year
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Second Prize:
Cover Design

MAHARAJA AGRASEN COLLEGE
UNIVERSITY OF DELHI

AGRANIKA

202223

Gen 7 : Aspirations &
Opportunities

Neha Sehgal, B. A. (H) English, 3rd Year
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Teaching Group




Non-Teaching Group




[ L3

Sitting (Left to Right) Dr. Abha Sharma, Dr. Geetika Jain Saxena,
Prof. Sanjeev Kr. Tiwari (Principal), Dr. Mona Sinha, Dr. Amit Pundir
Standing (Left to Right) Dr. Charu Arya, Dr. Debosmita Paul, Ms. Shilpa
Gupta, Dr. Vandana Kumari, Dr. Farha Khan, Mr. Aditya Premdeep

MAGAZINE COMMITTEE

Dr. Abha Sharma, Mr. Aditya Premdeep, Dr. Amit Pundir, Dr. Charu Arya,
Dr. Debosmita Paul, Dr. Farha Khan, Dr. Geetika Jain Saxena (Convenor),
Dr. Mona Sinha, Ms. Shilpa Gupta, Dr. Vandana Kumari

STUDENT DESIGN TEAM

Amit Kumar (BBE, 2" Year), Riddhima Kapoor (B. A. (H) English, 2"
year), Dhruv Rahal (B.A. (Prog.) 3" Year), Soumya Maity (B. A. (H) English,
2" year), Harshvardhan (B. Sc. Mathematical Sciences, 3" year),
Vikram (B. A. (H) Hindi, 2" year)

COVER PAGE DESIGNED BY

Amit Kumar (BBE, 2" Year) and
Harhvardhan (B. Sc. Mathematical Sciences, 3" year)
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